Hazel Dawn Carter – Assignment 6 – Due 07/10/2018
‘Identify the most appropriate types of commemorative marker for Thrakonike and consider its social and economical significance.’

For a member of the lower middle class in Classical Athens, there would have been very little options on what type of grave monument would be erected. This essay argues on the economic and social implications that erecting the monument that this family can afford would have.
The Kerameikos is a public graveyard that was used during the classical period to bury the dead[footnoteRef:1]. The graveyard was for private burials[footnoteRef:2] yet was exhibited to the public, much like a modern graveyard is, through a series of roads that crossed through[footnoteRef:3]. The wealth and status tended to play a part in the way that family members were buried, but were not necessarily the deciding factors[footnoteRef:4]. Even if they could afford grandiose structures, wealthy families could opt to have simple grave markers such as cippi[footnoteRef:5] or kioniskos[footnoteRef:6] when even poorer families could erect such[footnoteRef:7]. The main difference that could distinguish the status groups was whether there was a peribolos[footnoteRef:8] which is a plot of land or tomb for a family to be buried over time[footnoteRef:9]. The peribolos was expensive and so it was only common to be used in wealthy families with high status[footnoteRef:10]. When exemplifying the status and wealth of a person post-mortem, it was likely that a family would erect a grave stele such as the grave monument of Eupheros[footnoteRef:11] which depicts the dead in their prime doing something which embodied who they were[footnoteRef:12]. During the Classical period, Athens made the shift to allow for women, children, and the elderly to be included on these steles and by the High Classical, a group may be shown to further depict the oikos[footnoteRef:13]. The peribolos stressed the theme of oikos, showing that they had a close relationship[footnoteRef:14]. These would cost an incredible amount of money due to the amount of work that had to be put into moving and crafting the marble used[footnoteRef:15]. To put it in perspective, a simple inscribed cippi or kioniskos would be 20-30 drachmae, longer inscriptions up to 50 drachmae during the classical period[footnoteRef:16]. As such, whilst it was affordable for the poor to obtain a grave marker, the family would not have been together and they may not have even had an inscription further than the name on them[footnoteRef:17]. [1:  Höcker, C. 2006. IV Kerameikos]  [2:  Höcker, C. 2006. IV Kerameikos]  [3:  Burton, D. 2003. 21]  [4:  Oliver, G.J. 2000. 66, 68. ]  [5:  Oliver, G.J. 2000. 69 fig3.1]  [6:  Oliver, G.J. 2000. 70 fig3.2]  [7:  Oliver, G.J. 2000. 71]  [8:  Closterman, W. 2007. 633]  [9:  Closterman, W. 2007. 633]  [10:  Oliver, G.J. 2000. 67]  [11:  Oliver, G.J. 2000. 36 fig2.5]  [12:  Burton, D. 2003. 22]  [13:  Closterman, W. 2007. 635]  [14:  Closterman, W. 2007. 634]  [15:  Burton, D. 2003. 22]  [16:  Oliver, G.J. 2000. 74]  [17:  Oliver, G.J. 2000. 71] 

Due to these factors, the lower middle-class family which Thakonike belongs to would have likely only been able to afford a simply inscribe cippi for her. This would not have been near any family members, due to the lack of peribolos which the family could not afford. The inscription would have been kept reasonably short, costing the head of the household about 30 drachmae.
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