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HPAH5079/6079
The Life and Times of Caesar and Cicero
(Module Syllabus)

Module Code: 		HPAH5079/HPAH6079
Credit points: 			20
Pre-requisites/restrictions: 	None
Taught: 			Block 4
Lecturer: 			Dr Matthew Cobb and Prof. Ruth Parkes			



AIM(S)
· To understand the political and cultural developments that took place during the Late Republic, in particular with regard to the careers of Caesar and Cicero.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· draw upon a broad but also detailed knowledge of the lives of Julius Caesar and Cicero and the social, cultural and political context in which they lived; 
· analyse the events of their careers in a critical manner; reformulate and apply modern debate about political and cultural life in Rome in the late second and first centuries BC;
· demonstrate not only an understanding of the major trends in modern scholarship but to be able to engage with this scholarship in a critical manner.

INDICATIVE CONTENT
· A study of the turbulent and often violent events of Rome in the late Republic. 
· Historical and biographical study of Caesar, Cicero and other key historical figures of the period.
· A study of the cultural developments (especially literary) which took place during the Late Republic.


OFFICE HOURS/HOW TO CONTACT US
Please feel free to contact us if you have any questions relating to the module which you cannot find answers for on the Moodle page or in the Syllabus. You can email us at r.parkes@uwtsd.ac.uk [or] m.cobb@uwtsd.ac.uk. You can also ask questions (not confidential) in the discussion board available in the Moodle space for this course.


STRUCTURE AND ORGANISATION
This 20-credit module has 40 contact hours. Attendance is compulsory for ALL lectures, workshops and seminars. If you cannot make a class because of illness or other good reason, you need to inform us (r.parkes@uwtsd.ac.uk; m.cobb@uwtsd.ac.uk) and your personal tutor about this.

Organising your work schedule is your own responsibility. You should complete at least 200 hours of work for this module, including time spent in class, preparation time for in class work, as well as assessments.

Course Outline:
You can find information about the course outline on the Moodle page. Be aware that this is potentially subject to change should circumstances require it.



ASSESSMENT
Level 5:

Part 1
Assessment: Multiple choice quizzes – 3 in total, top highest mark awarded – 10%
A series of short multiple-choice questions will be given – these are mostly based on multiple choice or short answers, with a few image-based identification questions. There will be 3 separate quizzes dispersed throughout the first week and a half of the module. Each quiz will last for 15 minutes. In this time, you will be asked to answer a series of 10 multiple choice question relating to themes we have so far covered in the module (the later the quiz the more themes this will include). Out of the 3 quizzes taken, students will receive the marks from their top highest score (i.e., the mark for the quiz a student did best in). 

While other assignments typically assess your depth of knowledge and analytical abilities in specific sub-areas, this assignment tests your breath of knowledge and is designed to encourage a more holistic understanding of the themes covered in the module. 

Part 2
Assessment: Presentation – 10 minutes – 40%
Students will pick a topic relating to the module and deliver a 10-minute presentation followed by a few questions. Higher marks will be garnered for presentations that involve a well-developed argument, methodological consideration, and sophisticated critical analysis. It is assumed that the student will make use of PowerPoint or a similar software to deliver the presentation. 

Part 3: 
Assessment: Commentary – 25%
Write a critical commentary of 1250 words on EITHER:
a) Cicero Against Verres 2.1.62-4
OR  
b) Cicero Against Verres 2.1.76-78
OR 
c) Cicero In Catilinam 1.31-3

Part 4
Essay – 25%
In an account of 1250 words: 
Either:
1) Describe, with evidence from the text, one or two strategies which Cicero uses in the portrayal of Clodia in Cicero’s Pro Caelio. Then, from the point of view of a prosecutor, outline what arguments you would use as counters.
OR
2)   Describe, with evidence from the text, one or two strategies which Cicero uses in the portrayal of Caelius in Cicero’s Pro Caelio. Then, from the point of view of a prosecutor, outline what arguments you would use as counters.


Level 6:

Part 1
Assessment: Multiple choice quizzes – 3 in total, top highest mark awarded – 12%
A series of short multiple-choice questions will be given – these are mostly based on multiple choice and short answer questions, with a few mage-based identification questions. There are 3 separate quizzes dispersed throughout the first week and a half of the module. Each quiz will take place in class and last for 15 minutes. In this time, you will be asked to answer a series of 12 multiple choice question relating to themes we have so far covered in the module (the later the quiz the more themes this will include). Out of the 3 quizzes taken, students will receive the marks from their top highest score (i.e., the mark for the quiz a student did best in). 

While other assignments typically assess your depth of knowledge and analytical abilities in specific sub-areas, this assignment tests your breath of knowledge and is designed to encourage a more holistic understanding of the themes covered in the module. 

Part 2
Assessment: Presentation – 10 minutes – 38%
Students will pick a topic relating to the module and deliver a 10-minute presentation followed by a few questions. Higher marks will be garnered for presentations that involve a well-developed argument, methodological consideration, and sophisticated critical analysis. It is assumed that the student will make use of PowerPoint or a similar software to deliver the presentation.

Part 3: 
Commentary – 25%
Write a critical commentary of 1250 words on EITHER:
a) Cicero Against Verres 2.1.62-4
OR  
b) Cicero Against Verres 2.1.76-78
OR 
c) Cicero In Catilinam 1.31-3

Part 4
Essay – 25%
In an account of 1250 words: 
Either:
1) Describe and analyse, with evidence from the text, one or two strategies which Cicero uses in the portrayal of Clodia in Cicero’s Pro Caelio. Then, from the point of view of a prosecutor, outline what arguments you would use as counters.
OR
2)  Describe and analyse, with evidence from the text, one or two strategies which Cicero uses in the portrayal of Caelius in Cicero’s Pro Caelio. Then, from the point of view of a prosecutor, outline what arguments you would use as counters.
	
General assessment information: coursework
Coursework submission for this module will be through Moodle. Please follow the instructions on the module’s Moodle page for how to submit your work.

Word count
Please be aware that if you go significantly over or under the word limit (i.e. more than 10%), you may be penalised.

REMEMBER that the word count includes everything apart from the bibliography, titles or captions. You must provide the word count clearly on the cover sheet.

Welsh First language
If your first language is Welsh and you would like to submit any assessed coursework in Welsh, please see the Institute Office as soon as possible to make arrangements for this.

Special needs / requirements
If you have any special needs (e.g. dyslexia, visual impairment) that need to be taken into account for the teaching of this module, please make sure that Student Services is made aware of this so that they can put measures in place to support you in your studies.

Returning of work
Your coursework will be returned electronically through Moodle. Detailed feedback is given on the essay cover sheet but if you would like to discuss your work in more detail, do come and see me during one of my office hours (see times given above). 


Some extra assignment/essay guidelines
For information relating to formatting, bibliographic and citation style, and other related matters please consult the library guides. 

Note that all coursework needs to be word-processed; hand-written work will not be accepted. 

*** You need to watch plagiarism whenever you use secondary literature (ALL coursework is submitted via Turn-It-In and subject to review analysis). Please consult the library referencing guidelines for advice on how to reference secondary literature.  

In case of problems….
If you have any problems with the writing or planning of your piece of coursework please email us to let us know. You are also welcome to see your personal tutor for advice.

Bibliography
A bibliography is provided in the Moodle space for this course (see the Leganto folder). Please note that the books mentioned there are only recommendations. You should also make use of the relevant lecture notes and handouts and do some independent research. 

Unless they are available in electronic format, all items for the reading list have been placed on library-only or short loan and are kept behind the library counter. Note that all these items can be reserved via the computerised catalogue – a very useful device that allows you to plan ahead with your reading for the essay.

INDICATIVE READING LIST

	Module Code
	HPAH5079/6079

	Module Title
	The Life and Times of Caesar and Cicero

	Classification
	Reading List entry
	Electronic*

	Essential
	Griffin, M. (ed.), 2009. A Companion to Julius Caesar. Wiley.
	☐

	Essential
	May, J. M. (ed.), 2013: Brills Companion to Cicero oratory and rhetoric. Leiden.
	☐

	Essential
	Wyke, M. (ed.), 2006: Caesar in Western Culture.
Malden (Mass.).
	☐

	Further
	Gildenhard, I. 2010: Creative Eloquence: The Construction of Reality in Cicero's Speeches. Oxford University Press.
	☐

	Further
	Hurley, A. 2004: Catullus (Ancients in action). London.
	☐

	Further
	Lehoux, D., Morrison, A., and Sharrock, A. 2013: Lucretius Poetry, Philosophy, Science. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
	☐

	Further
	Millar, F. 1998: The Crowd in Rome in the Late Republic. Ann Arbor.
	☐

	Further
	Morstein-Marx, R. 2004: Mass Oratory and Political Power in the Late Roman Republic. Cambridge.
	☐

	Further
	Rawson, E. D. 1985: Cicero. A Portrait. Bristol.
	☐

	Further
	Santangelo, F. 2007: Sulla, the Elites and the Empire. A Study of Roman Policies in Italy and the Greek East. Leiden-Boston.
	☐

	Further
	Stockton, D. 1971: Cicero. A Political Biography. Oxford.
	☐
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