A Comparison of the Concept of
Self-Nature in

and the Role of the Spirit in the
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THE SELF-NATURE OF |
THE PLATFORM SUTRA [

Self nature: the same unchangeable nature that exists inside the body
of every sentient being.

Essence: self-purified, non-dual, completed, unproduced and unceased, has no difference between
individuals
Form: it does not have an actual form, but can reflect all the forms, including the Buddhas

Function: arises good and evil thoughts, produces all the principles and doctrines

Purpose: once enlightened, one is a Buddha and unifies with the truth.

Resource: T48, n. 2008, 349a B



THE HOLY SPIRIT
IN JOHN 14-17

The Spirit is called “Paraclete” which is requested by

Jesus from God to abide in all Christians.

Both God and Jesus abides in the Spirit (14:23)

By the residence of the Spirit one could experience the apocalypse in the present.

It does not teach but reflects all the teachings of Jesus, and also guides Christians in
their future salvation (14:26b)

- It will judge all the good and evil, convict the world of its sins (16:8).

It is divine due to the presence of Jesus Christ who lives in it.
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