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[bookmark: _MV3BS_1]It’s common for museums to have artifacts from other countries. It’s been widely considered over the years that due to instability in their own country some artefacts are safer to be contained in Western Museums. Whether this is due to war or even trade agreements, a large variety of foreign artefacts find their place in Western museums such as the British Museum or the Drents Museum in the Netherlands. However, this isn’t always due to instability, exhibitions from different countries are often shared as part of a cultural trade. 
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                    Movement between People
The movement of artefacts between different peoples and countries is very common, whether by legal means or not. Some artefacts are transferred between countries for display or safekeeping. Many agreements are undertaken each year to trade artefacts between museums whether for scholarly purposes, exhibitions or reparations. 
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[bookmark: BRANCH_5][bookmark: _MV3BS_5]The “Universal Museum” Argument
The British Museum is a common topic of debate as they hold many artefacts that other countries wish to be returned. However, the British Museum and other major museums hold the opinion of the ‘Universal Museum’. They believe that they ‘serve humanity by making a global collection accessible to a vast international audience.’ (1) Not only this but they argue that they have superior capabilities to preserve, research and protect such rare artefacts and that their vast collections allow for cross-cultural exploration and understanding, which then on help form a broader understanding of human civilisations. Moreover, returning such artefacts may set a precedent and result in worldwide museums losing a large proportion of their displays. Despite this many believe that this is a thin excuse for legitimizing past injustices and ignoring the cultural significance of certain objectives by leaving them in a display which is void of actual cultural understanding. This as such perpetuates a colonial power dynamic which has become so common among Western museums. 

[bookmark: BRANCH_6][bookmark: _Toc4400043][bookmark: _MV3BS_6]Colonial Acquisition
Leading on from the previous point, many critics argue that despite their attempted justification that they present a worldwide view that their reflection of it is still mostly Eurocentric which as such fails to represent the cultures which they claim to. Not only this but such museums also largely fail to be accessible to a worldwide audience that they claim to be for. (2)

[bookmark: BRANCH_7][bookmark: _Toc4400044]Theft from organisations
[bookmark: _MV3BS_7]Over the last year there has been an increase in thefts of artefacts from museums which begs the question of whether these Western museums are able to protect the artifacts as they claim to be able to. Not being able to live up to their promise of superior security would likely be a large blow to their argument of superior capabilities as a protective organisation and may raise the question of whether sending a countries artifacts to Western countries is indeed the safest idea. 
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Recent gold thefts from museums
[bookmark: _MV3BS_9]A large volume of the recent thefts has been gold. Several organisations such as St Fagan’s, The Paris Natural History Museum and the Drent’s Museum have had gold artifacts stolen from them.  Despite not all the thefts having contained foreign artifacts some may argue that if these museums can’t even protect their own displays, then how exactly can they be trusted to protect others. It can be suggested that a recent increase in gold sell prices may be a cause of the thefts as in the last 6 months there has been a 27.93% rise in gold sell prices (3) It largely considered that the gold is likely to be melted down and sold, leaving no evidence of the original artefact. 
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St Fagans
[bookmark: BRANCH_11][bookmark: _MV3BS_11]The most recent of these thefts was the theft of gold bronze age jewellery from St Fagans on the 6th of October. These jewellery pieces are part of the national collection of the people of Wales and as such theft raises concerns on the continued safety of other artefacts. The following day this question was raised in Welsh parliament. (4) It’s mentioned that several monetary cuts have been introduced over the decades and that these may have been the reason that such a ‘heist’ was possible. 

Drents Museum
At the beginning of the year, on January the 25th, there was a robbery from an exhibition in the Netherlands. The exhibition was on Dacia- The empire of Gold and Silver, which included a collection of artifacts from Romania. It’s to be expected that when sending an exhibition to another country that said country is responsible for protection of the artefacts. 4 gold objects were stolen including the helmet of Coțofenești which were all on loan from the Romanian Natural history museum. Romania’s foreign minister emphasized the ‘profound emotional impact this incident generates in Romania,’ (5). This demonstrates the cultural significance of such artefacts and questions whether sharing artifacts between museums is beneficial even with the additional risks. 

Overall, concerning the recent thefts it raises the questions of whether Western Museums are the best or even capable of looking after such culturally significant artifacts regardless of the home countries own instabilities. However, this isn’t a debate which is going to be solved quickly if even at all as there’s numerous variables that must be taken into consideration.
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