Deacan Hoskins (2004948)
Assignment: Essay 
Research in context
Question 3: “If ever one art movement consumed the entire illustration genre, it was Surrealism” (Heller and Chwast, 2008, p.70). Discuss with reference to contemporary illustration.

What Is Surrealism? 
Surrealism began as a movement in the years following World War one and the successor to the Dada movement in Paris  in 1924, by Frenchman André Breton, Breton himself was a distinguished  writer and poet who would go on to co-found and become  a  major leading figure head of the ‘Surrealist’ movement  which drew heavily from  by the innovative psychoanalysis theories of   Siegmund Freud which would serve as prime Inspiration for movements  foundations in the form of ‘the first surrealist manifesto’.
"Surrealism is based on the belief in the superior reality of certain forms of previously neglected associations, in the omnipotence of dream, in the disinterested play of thought."- Andre Breton

Andre Breton and ‘The First Surrealist Manifesto’ and The Consequent Rise of Surrealism

The  unveiling of the 'First Surrealist Manifesto’ by Breton and his team  would  go on be the  prime catalyst   that would kickstart the movement as a whole and go on to influence a range of notable artists such as Renee Margrette, Salvador Dali , and Max Ernst to name a few  who were among the first  earliest contributors and adopters of the movement that would help the movement  evolve into  cultural phenomenon that we know today. 

"I have often been asked what I mean by surrealism. I have nothing to say. It was Breton who asked the question. The surrealists are he who asks the question, not they who answer it. -Max Ernst:

What started as a purely automotive process of writing and drawing would expand to encompass not only the literature and illustration genre but to a multitude of other realms of artistic mediums such as photography, theatre, sculpture, film, and animation etc and whose echoes of influence can be seen visible throughout modern media to this day. 




The Relation of ‘Dada’

“What is Dada? A Virgin Microbe.”
“Dada is a Tomato.”
“Dada is a Spook.”
“Dada is nothing, nothing, nothing.”
“Surrealism is a way of life.” - DADA INTO SURREALISM By Lucy R. Lippard

What is Dada?
To understand surrealism, it is important to briefly touch upon the Dada movement as precursor to the surrealism movement as its important to note that many notable surrealist artists began their artistic pursuits during this period notably André Breton  the fore father of the surrealism movement, it would be with in dadaism where many of the similarities between the movements  can be seen.
Dadaism came from the after math of World War one and often considered a direct response to the brutalities and atrocities of World War one, which saw the rise of its counterculture and anti-establishment values in embracing the absurdities and striking back against the  societal conventions of consumerism, war, art and religion in hope to induce shock or outrage.
 The unique aspect to Dadaism was that there was not one prime manifesto in which Dadaists subscribed too, but countless of them. Tons of notable Dadaists each had their own manifesto. Dadaists disagreeing with each other about what Dada meant is the point of Dada and what makes the movement what it is. The point of dada was that there is not one.
Breton sought to correct this by enforcing a collective unity under his ‘The first surrealist manifesto’ creating a cohesive vision for his movement. 
It's important to state whilst the movements share many similarities between the two, the core philosophies are what separate them, dadaism sought to induce shock and attack societal convention directly, whilst surrealism ook a more   introspective self redefecting dive to the irrationality of the human psyche under a clearly defined ideology by Breton 

The Role of Sigmund Freud 
Freud pioneered new ideas and revolutionised the field of psychology ‘the Interpretation of Dreams" (1899)’ and his innovative theories on the unconscious mind played is a significant role in the early conceptualization and development of the foundations of surrealism.
His work in these areas contributed heavily towards the inspiration Bretons ‘s the creation of Bretons ‘The first surrealist Manifesto’ 






Exploring The ‘Unconscious Mind’
 it cannot be understated the tremendous impact of Freuds influence on surrealism. In addition of inspiring  Breton, Freud  also inspired a slew of other artists most notably the legendary Salvador Dali who also  took note of his theories and put their own various interpretations on how surrealism should be defined, which would also cause issues later as a divide  arose between these  individual artists and their conflicting interpretations of what surrealism should be and Breton tried to enforce a collective unity whereas other such as preferred a more individualistic approach.
Freud believed that dreams themselves represented direct reflections of one's unconscious mind also believing that they represented our true desires thoughts and fears, Andre Breton began using the theories of Sigmund Freud as the foundational basis to inspire his manifesto ‘The first surrealist manifesto’

[bookmark: _Int_MvWb1Scm][bookmark: _Int_UIqn0RRx]Although it must be important to note Surrealists did not much care for the medical aspects of attempting to heal one through psychology as Freud did, they sought solely to explore the vast creative potential of an unknown field in its infancy. And through this research they pioneered a series of new techniques in order to help them achieve a state of ‘Pure Psychic Automatism’

"Surrealism is destructive, but it destroys only what it considers to be shackles limiting our vision." - Salvador Dali

Techniques And Methodology
These automatism methods being  automatic writing and drawing techniques which can be described as facilitating the expression of the uncontrolled human mind used in hopes to reach far into the deepest  parts of the human subconscious “(put in a description of what these techniques are) they sought to reach far and deep  into  the unconscious mind Breton believed that allowing us to explore the unconscious state would allow us better hope at understanding and revealing one's true nature. 
Breton described surrealism as pure psychic automatism a state that is created when we move outside of our limited scope of thinking and existence and is also a state in which artists can express their thoughts with little to no control of the mind and intended adopters of surrealism to rely solely on automotive drawing and writing processes.









Themes and characteristics
· Symbolism
 a person's dreams are unique to the person and their own experiences that shape them as individuals which often resulted in extremely distinct art works and styles emerged when expressed creatively, this can be clearly seen through examples such as Rene Margritte,  and Frida Kahlo both highlighting a stark difference with unique approaches, distinct styles, and cultural influences

René Magritte:
 
An example of symbolism can be seen throughout the iconic works of Renee Margaritte, A prominent Belgian born artist and one of the influential members of the surrealist movement often a reoccurring theme including of mysterious figures their faces obstructed, it has often been speculated that the suicide of his mother had influenced his earlier career in this regard.
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"Everything we see hides another thing; we always want to see what is hidden by what we see." - Rene Magritte

Frida Kahlo:

"I never paint dreams or nightmares. I paint my own reality." - Frida Kahlo
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The Subsequent Decline of Surrealism as a Movement
With the rise of fascism across Europe  (Germany and Italy  ) and imminent threat of war meant  many notable  figures fleeing Europe  in exile often in  part due to their outspoken  political views  against fascism and war  and artistic disruptions by the second world war during this  during this period (more specifically  the siege of Paris  where Breton himself participated in the French resistance efforts ) would ensure  the slow decline of surrealism.
What began with as a unified movement gradually lost its identity through internal strife and conflict, As the movement matured over the consecutive years (1920 –1989)   also saw the growth of the movement increase tremendously in popularity which in turn led to the over saturation and commercialization of surrealism as a whole and strayed further original intent of surrealism and the message of the movement.
Another major influence regarding on the decline of surrealism is the natural shifts in new contemporary trends at the time which gradually transformed and reshaped artistic landscape meant more artist naturally turned away from the movement in favour of personal pursuits.

The Death of Breton
The death of the André Breton in 1966 marked the end of an era and pivotal moment in the history of the movement, cemented the inevitable decline of the surrealism as a cultural movement.
without a significant leader to fill the role left by Breton himself and without his further guidance, The cohesiveness, and the meaning of the concept of surrealism continued to diminish and degrade further over the coming years.
The Enduring Legacy of ‘Surrealism’ 
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