Chapter 4 Analysis of Results

4.1 Introduction 
This chapter will consist of the analysis of the results from the research. A total of 43 participants took part in my questionnaire. The aim of this questionnaire was to explore police officers’ knowledge around the strategies and interventions regarding knife crime involving young people and how effective their training is. I conducted this research to meet three of my main objectives for this dissertation.
2. To explore if police officers are aware of strategies, policies and interventions for young people who are at risk of knife crime.
3. Identify areas of learning for response officers.
4. What current training do response police officers receive regarding knife crime involving young people and is this training effective?

4.2 Participant Demographic
Question 1 – What is your gender?
Question 2 – What age group are you in?
Question 3 – What is your length of service as a police officer?
[image: ]To begin my questionnaire, I asked the participants what their gender was, what age group there were in and what their length of service was as a police officer. I asked these three questions so that I could see if my questionnaire provided me with a representative sample of officers (Rahman, 2022). 
4.3 Participant experience with knife crime
Question 4 – How often do you have involvement with young people carrying knives?
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Question 5 – Please describe what type of involvement you have.
There were many different experiences shared by the participants. One stated, “Snap chat/ social media posts of threats. Youths “showcasing” their knives.” Another participant said, “Responding to emergency calls involving reports of people with knives, submitting intel, interviewing subjects who have been arrested for weapons offences.”


4.4 Participant Knowledge and training 
Question 6 – Are you aware of any policies, strategies or intervention schemes that have been put in place to intervene or to persuade young people from carrying knives?
[image: ]Question 7 – If yes, please specify.
Participants were asked this question to show officers’ knowledge of ways to tackle knife crime involving young people. 44% of participants stated there were not aware of any policies, strategies or intervention schemes which could mean a lack of training. The most popular answers to question 7 were, “Knife amnesty” and “op sceptre”.  
[image: ]
Question 8 – How often do you utilise Section 1 of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 'Stop and Search' regarding pointed and bladed articles?
[image: ]From my primary research, it was evident that police officers do make use of their powers of stop and search (Home Office, 2023(a)) however I wanted to identify how often this power was utilised. The most common answers were “monthly” and “regularly”. 

Question 9 – Are you aware of Section 43 of the Police and Crime Act 2009 regarding applying to the courts for gang injunctions?
I asked participants this question to find out if officers actually knew about this power as it is suggested by His Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire and Rescue Services (2023)(a) that officers do know about it, they just don’t use it. From my findings, 70% of participants said they were not aware of this which could also indicate a lack of training.
[image: ]



Question 10 – Are you aware of 'Outcome 22' regarding intervention and diversionary activities?
Similarly to the previous question, I asked if officers knew of this particular intervention scheme. 49% of officers stated that they were not aware of it which corroborates the findings of His Majesty’s Inspectorate of Constabulary and Fire and Rescue Services (2023)(a) who found that officers had a “flawed understanding” of this intervention scheme. 
[image: ]


Question 11 – How often do you complete a 'Child at Risk' Public Protection Notification?
Question 12 – How often do you complete a 'Child at Risk' Public Protection Notification regarding a young person who has or is at risk of committing knife crime?

I asked participants these two questions so that I could compare the two results. The charts below show that despite most officers stating that they complete a ‘Child at Risk’ Public Protection Notifications “Daily” or “Weekly”, the majority of officers stated they “Rarely” complete a ‘Child at Risk’ PPN regarding a young person who has or is at risk of committing knife crime. The reasons for this are unknown however the results from question 4 may be the reason for this. 
[image: ]
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Question 13 – Do you always send that Public Protection Notification onto partner agencies?
From my primary research, the Vulnerability Knowledge and Practice Programme (2020) suggested that officers are not sharing information with the relevant agencies. However, from my secondary research it is clear that 93% of participants state that they always send their completed Public  Protection Notifications onto partner agencies. This suggests that since 2020, there has been a significant improvement in officers’ training regarding these PPNs.
[image: ]

Question 14 – What partner agencies do you send them to?
With this question, I wanted to find out specifically what agencies officers sent these PPNs on to. 35 out of 42 participants stated only social services. This shows that there could be further guidance for police officers for more specific agencies they can send their PPNs onto so that it reaches the most relevant agencies for the specific needs of the child. 

Question 15 – What training have you received regarding knife crime, specifically involving young people?
19 participants out of 40 stated that they hadn’t received any training in knife crime specifically involving young people which is a huge gap in officers’ training. One of the participants stated “None, which should change considering how prevalent it has become.”


Question 16 – On a scale from 1 to 10, how effective would you say that training is, with 1 being the least effective and 10 being the most effective?
I asked participants this question to gain insight into their view of how they felt about the training they received regarding knife crime committed by young people. The majority of participants ranked their training between 1 and 5 which is to be expected due to the results of the previous question where almost half of the participants said they hadn’t received any training.
[image: ]


Question 17 – Please give a reason as to why you think that training is/isn't effective.
18 out of 34 participants answered this question with either stating they hadn’t received any training or they cannot remember having any training on this topic. However, a few participants made comments about stop searches such as “there is larger focus on stop search and locating knives on persons than how to deal with the offences afterwards.” My primary research and secondary research shows that officers are trained to utilise stop search powers however this still shows a gap in training with how to safeguard these children who are found possessing a bladed article.

Question 18 – When was the last training you received regarding knife crime, specifically involving young people?
I asked this question to calculate if the frequency of training could be a considering factor when determining areas of learning for police officers. 22 out of 43 participants selected “None/Don’t know” again showing a lack of training in knife crime, specifically involving young people.


[image: ]
4.6 Area of Learning for Participants
Question 19 – Is there any training you would like to be introduced to response officers regarding knife crime involving young people?
There were various answers from participants for this question. One participant answered “sessions run by reformed young adults and what impact it had on them and what changed for them to change their initial behaviour.” Another participants wanted “training to deal with incident and outcomes – e.g. CR, young offender referral, VA, arrest, etc.”

Question 20 – How would you prefer that training be carried out?
[image: ]Participants were asked this question so as to identify what methods of training would be the most effective in expanding officers’ knowledge of how to prevent and deter knife crime in young people.
Question 21 – If other, please specify. 
Only 8 out of 42 officers answered thisquestion. Those who answered suggested that training around this topic could be introduced during officer safety training and taser courses.
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