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UNDERGRADUATE DISSERTATION
RESEARCH PROPOSAL FORM



 
Please complete the following research proposal and submit it to Turnitin. 

Which project option are you taking? Please tick:

8,000 word project: ✔     
OR                   
4,000 word project and presentation:

	NAME: Abbi Willsher

	STUDENT ID No.: 2236412

	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION: BARRIERS TO REPORTING DOMESTIC ABUSE

INTRODUCTION:

Domestic violence is a prevalent crime that officers deal with daily. It has resulted in me developing a passion to fighting injustice is this area of criminality and putting myself forward in responding to these types of calls. Through my experiences, as I’ve witnessed the mental and physical toll victims go through and the injustice dealt to them before they can escape the abusive toll victims find themselves in. It’s a crime known not to be reported from the first instance, and instead goes on for months and potentially years before victims have the courage to come forward against their abuser. It’s a worthy topic to cover as it remains a problematic area of society, even with large scale campaigns such as “Deserve To Be Heard” by Women’s Aid, little has changed to improve the reporting landscape of domestic violence.

The Domestic Abuse Act 2021 defines domestic abuse as any incident or pattern of incidents between those aged 16 years and over who:

· are a partner
· are an ex-partner
· are a relative
· have, or there has been a time when they each have had, a parental relationship in relation to the same child.

ONS Data for the year ending March 2024 reported 2.3 million people experienced domestic abuse but only 851,000 incidents were recorded, of these 38,776 were convicted. The gap in the number of incidents reported remains a problem and points to nearly two thirds of victims not coming forward – the question is why and can improvements be made to society through law and policing to improve the rate.





	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES:

To answer the research question, the following areas will be covered:

· To examine the importance of the relationship between victims of domestic violence and the police, and how does this impact victims from reporting cases of domestic violence
· Assess trust in policing of domestic abuse victims
· Review cases to evaluate the police response
· To examine the phycological element of fear through retaliation and revenge placed upon victims after reporting the abuse
· Evaluate the psychology of an abuser
· Research how the emotion of fear is installed in victims
· Policing interventions in cases of domestic violence
· Review current policy on domestic violence intervention
· Review safeguarding advice given to police officers
· Review failings in fatal domestic abuse cases
· Socioeconomic and Cultural Factors
· Explore religious values to relationships and how these may normalise abuse
· Financial dependency
· The role of parenting and children



	LITERATURE REVIEW:

The literature review will draw from a broad range of sources to provide balanced arguments in attempting to answer the thesis question. At the start of the review, all relevant sources will be read to identify if any to gaps in the research exist. The literature review will include, but it not exclusive in using the following sources:

· Office for National Statistics (ONS) (Document)
· Policing and Society (Jenny Fleming, Journal)
· Policing Domestic Abuse (Katy Borrow-Grint, Jacqueline Sebire, Jackie Turton and Ruth Weir, Book)
· Domestic Abuse Act 2021 (Website)



	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

A survey will be completed through a questionnaire. A questionnaire will allow me to gather answers on the topic whilst providing anonymity to the participants. The questionnaire can be customised to suit my personal requirements and plug gaps in secondary research identified in the literature review. I believe more intensive methods of research such as an interview will not be viable due to the sensitive nature of the topic and an individual’s reluctancy to go into detail and expand on answers from experiences of trauma. A questionnaire with multiple choice answers will allow me to narrow down more accurate responses to questions that potentially might have been avoided in an interview. This will ensure the data I collect is first hand and accurate.


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

I will be intending to ask members of the public and colleagues to complete a questionnaire. This will ensure my primary research is reliable as it will be completed in a voluntary manner by those willing to take part. It may include individuals who have experienced the subject topic and will know how they could improve their situation if it happened again i.e. passing on learnings to help answer the overarching question of overcoming barriers to domestic violence.


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

When the questionnaire is conducted, it will not be possible to solely target members of the public who have been involved in domestic abuse incidents. It is possible some responses may come from victims of domestic violence, but anonymity will be guaranteed and they will not be personally identifiable (personal details such as names will not be recorded). Potential participants will be able to opt out of the survey at any point and prior to conducting, participants will know the purpose and benefits before they agree to accept to participate in the survey. Each question will also feature a “prefer not to answer” option to give participants the ease to avoid topics they wish not to answer.


	TIME SCALE:
 

Time scale will be as per the university deadlines. 

	REFERENCE LIST:

Harvard referencing will be adhered by throughout the completion of my dissertation. 
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