Higher education has the power to transform.

Hello.
My name is Nina and this year I am starting my first year of university and I would like to begin by talking about what higher education means to me.
University isn’t something that I had thought about until around a year ago, I hadn’t planned for it, not because I am somebody that leaves things to the last minute but because I had other goals, other aims, the aim to be an elite athlete.
I worked hard to get to the level I did in my chosen field but in the process of doing so I let the importance of my education fall away. After completing my first year of secondary school I left to pursue my career as an athlete with the intention of never returning to full time education however after only three short years my time as a professional athlete took almost as much out of me as I gave in and I could no longer continue the way I had been for as long as I could remember so I resumed my education in my fifth year and managed to complete a six year A level syllabus in only three.
This is what higher education means to me, a chance to rediscover who I am and what my place is in this ever changing world, to move forward with my life and create new goals, goals that don’t define who I am but the kind of person I want to be, a chance to be more than what I trained for.

So while I have no doubt higher education does indeed have the power to transform that is not what it is to me. Transform implies that one is changing into something new, something thus far undiscovered but I do not wish to transform or to be transformed. I will carry with me who I have been for the rest of my life because despite whatever else, I am proud of who I have been but that does not mean I do not wish to grow, to learn and evolve into the person I was always meant to be.

Therefor I conclude that higher education can do something much more powerful than transform, it can help to nurture the person I have been, am now, and will become
.

