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ESSAY ONE
Volume crime can be defined as any crime that is committed in such large numbers that it has a negative effect on the community and the police’s ability to solve that crime. It includes such offences as robbery, burglary, and criminal damage (National Policing Improvement Agency, 2009). 
There is another category of crime that should be acknowledged in this essay, and that is serious and complex crime. Serious and complex crimes are offences that involve violence, lead to significant financial profit, or is conducted by a large group of individuals with a shared goal. Additionally, it includes any offence for which a person aged twenty-one or older with no prior convictions would typically receive a prison sentence of three years or more (Police Act 1997,2009). 
The building blocks of all investigations are broadly the same, the only thing that changes is the complexity of the investigation. These building blocks are linear in nature and can and should be revisited as many times as is required, those blocks are preserving life, preserve scenes, secure evidence, identify victim, and identify subject  (National Centre for Police Excellence, 2006). These building blocks are the foundation of all investigations, regardless of the policing model that may be used. 
By providing a clear and methodical framework, these building blocks of investigation ensure that investigators can remain focussed on their core objectives. 
Volume crime, such as burglary, robbery, and criminal damage, undeniably represents a significant concern for the public, shaping perceptions of safety and community well-being. Prioritising these offences must be carefully balanced against the allocation of limited police resources. This raises critical questions about how best to distribute resources to maximise public trust and safety while ensuring that all areas of policing receive adequate attention. 
All crime, from the trivial to the most complex of investigations, needs resources allocating to it. Police resource allocation remains an area of intense debate, which require a delicate balancing act weighing up the significant benefits and harms for individuals and communities. With limited resources, not all benefits can be realised and not all threats or harms avoided. Decision makers will often face external pressure as to what a priority should be, and while these should of course be heeded, efficiency, individual, and community benefit also need to be considered to ensure that allocation of resource is fair. Police resource allocation remains a contentious subject that is hotly debated and requires a tactful approach (Maslen and Paine, 2024). 
(Cohen and Felson, 1979) proposed a theory to analyse crime trends that is as relevant today as when it was first presented. Rather than focussing on the offender, routine activity theory (RAT) places the emphasis on the conditions needed for a criminal activity to take place. An offender, a target and lack of suitable guardian all need to be present at the same time and space for a crime to be committed. They further theorise that rising crime rates can be attributed to the individuals leading ever more dispersed, satellite lives - often traveling for work, leisure, and daily responsibilities, resulting in increased opportunities for criminal activity. There does, however, need to be an increase in individual and societal responsibility for the discouragement of crime, rather than laying blame entirely at the police’s door.
Senior officers must evaluate the complex challenges that face them when allocating resources based on necessity, considering threat, risk and harm while responding to but not kowtowing entirely to community pressure. Within the model of routine activity theory, decision making requires an intimate understanding of all three elements to ensure prompt and effective allocation of resources.
While routine activity theory examines the relationship between offender and opportunity to commit crime, the broken window theory builds on this construct by illustrating how anti-social behaviour and crime can change the status quo of communities, reduces the sense of guardianship that people may have felt, therefore fostering an environment where crime and disorder can take hold. 
The broken window theory as described by Wilson and Kelling (1982) examined in (Lanfear, Matsueda and Beach, 2020) suggests that crime and disorder follow a self-perpetuating cycle, whereby the presence of crime and disorder promotes further crime and disorder. This crime and disorder can take one of two primary forms, physical disorder (for example graffiti, low level damage) and social disorder (for example homeless begging, unaccompanied youths). This outward display of criminality invites further criminality by the suggestion that guardians are either oblivious or blasé about the criminal activity happening around them. This apparent indifference then emboldens criminals to commit further crimes. 
This then triggers a reaction in law abiding citizens which causes them to avoid confrontation, stick to the familiar and avoid the unknown, which further increases criminality and so the cycle continues.
It is incumbent upon the police and others to address these issues and fix the broken windows, the addressing of these issues is reliant on the support of local people and the appropriate allocation of resources. Which, as discussed earlier, can prove difficult when senior leaders are having to balance the needs of everybody against the risk of harm and policing priorities. 
One of the most effective methods of addressing this increasing tidal wave of crime, is neighbourhood or community policing. Heralding back to the days of Sir Robert Peel, one of the cornerstones of community policing is visible foot patrol, which serves not only to deter criminality but to reassure the public that the police are present in their communities. While foot patrol contributes to the prevention of crime, it does not entirely deter all criminal activity. It must form part of a bigger plan, using one or more of five established policing models: intensive enforcement, hotspot policing, predictive policing, problem orientated policing and collective efficacy. The success of neighbourhood policing is, unfortunately, like many other components of policing, directly affected by budgets and the availability of money. Couple this with the ever-changing landscape of crime and neighbourhood policing is in danger of becoming left behind (Longstaff et al., 2015). 
Predictive policing could be heralded as the 21st century answer to tackling crime and disorder but should come with a word of warning. Predictive policing relies on the use of computers and historic statistical data to drive deployment of resources. This method of policing should not replace the more traditional methods of targeted policing but should be used as a means of enhancing targeted patrols as the use of statistical data can be invaluable in highlighting trends. Vlahos (2012) in Kitchen (2014) warns that when statistics are used in crime fighting, policing theory is abandoned as context can be removed, which can sometimes lead to skewed results, leading to discriminatory policing practices (Meijer and Wessels, 2019). 
There is no clear answer to tackling criminality and anti-social behaviour. It may be that the answer is yet to be found, especially as the face and complexity of crime is ever changing. It may also be that the answer is already in front of us, we just have not found it yet, and of course, the answer for one police force may have the opposite effect somewhere else. What should be clear though, is that there is no place for bias and personal attitudes to affect the quality of an investigation. 
Several types of bias have been theorised over time, which can be considered in the context of policing and their impact on crime investigation. This section of the essay will examine various biases, their potential impact, and a case study illustrating bias at its most severe.
Implicit bias refers to the unconscious attitudes and stereotypes that can influence behaviour and decision-making. In the context of policing, implicit bias can affect how officers interpret evidence, interact with suspects, and make decisions about arrests. A study by (Eberhardt et al., 2004) found that implicit racial bias could lead to inconsistencies in the way suspects from different racial or ethnic backgrounds are treated. Addressing implicit bias through training and awareness programs is essential for ensuring fair and effective policing.
A bias is a mental shortcut that humans take, this comes from being presented with vast amounts of information and the brain finding ways to process this information quicker based on past knowledge. These biases if left unchecked can undermine criminal investigations and can adversely affect the outcome. There are several cognitive biases that can affect policing and investigations. Confirmation bias is the way that investigators interpret evidence in ways that confirm their initial thoughts, paying little regard to where the evidence trail may lead. There can also be case specific bias, this can be shaped by crime severity i.e. a low-level criminal damage as opposed to a serious assault may shape the way evidence gatherers obtain evidence and where they may look for it (Meterko and Cooper, 2022). 
Police culture has been explored in detail by academics such as Robert Reiner and Jerome Skolnick and the positives and negatives that this culture can bring. Academic research shows that there can be a harmful blue code of silence, which is well documented, but briefly can be said to be a “subcultural attitude on how one must behave to perceived as a ‘good’ officer by peers” (Dubois, 2014)  which can compromise investigative quality and can lead to examples of confirmation bias as colleagues shape the opinion of others, possibly either by their previous interactions with a victim or subject or the imposing of group views onto another.
The introduction of the National Decision Model by the College of Policing is one of the ways that confirmation biases can be tackled. It provides a solid framework for all police investigations and expects officers to provide clear, unbiased rationales for decision making at all stages of the process and allows for proportionate, ethical, and justifiable decisions (College of Policing, 2023). 
One such example of where contextual bias can have far reaching consequences was the arrest of Brandon Mayfield in the USA in 2004 following the Madrid train bombing atrocities. The FBI were sent fingerprints by the Spanish police, which it should be noted, were not of particularly high quality (Stammers and Bunn, 2015). 
Fingerprint experts quickly identified that Mayfield was a suspect, and he was arrested and held in prison. The contextual bias comes from the fact that Mayfield had recently converted to Islam, he was married to an Egyptian and was once the lawyer from a convicted terrorist. These facts fitted with the FBI’s hypotheses that the attacks were conducted by radical Muslims and Mayfield was one such radical (American Psychological Association, 2016). 
Addressing crime and anti-social behaviour requires an all-round approach, integrating both traditional and innovative policing methods. While community policing remains a fundamental method for increasing public trust and deterring crime, advances such as predictive policing can enhance these efforts when applied with caution. It is imperative to recognise and mitigate the influence of bias within the police, as these can significantly impact investigations. Implementing frameworks like the National Decision Model and promoting continuous training and awareness are critical in ensuring that policing remains ethical and just.
Additionally, encouraging collaboration between the police and other organisations can create a more effective and well-rounded approach to crime prevention. By implementing educational initiatives, youth intervention groups and rehabilitation efforts, communities can address the underlying issues of poverty, lack of opportunity and social exclusion—factors that often contribute to criminal behaviour. Transparent and accountable policing practices are essential in rebuilding public trust, ensuring that officers operate with integrity and fairness. Through an unbiased and collaborative approach, law enforcement can work alongside local organisations to reduce crime, strengthen community resilience, and uphold the principles of justice in a safer and more connected society. 
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ESSAY TWO
Modern terrorist organisations frequently engage in various forms of criminality, including acquisitive crimes such as theft, fraud, and drug trafficking. This essay examines the reasons behind this and discusses how understanding this relationship can inform effective counter-terrorism policing. At the forefront is counter-terrorism policing, made up of eleven counter terrorism units and intelligence units, working collaboratively to challenge the threat of terrorism. These departments use colleagues in specialist roles such as investigation, forensics, and digital exploitation (Counter Terrorism Policing, 2025). 
In the United Kingdom, counter terrorism policing is led by Metropolitan Police through their counter terrorism command. This command is supported by eleven counter terrorism units around the country; these units are loosely geographic with differing police forces offering different capability. All these units are supported by one central intelligence unit that disseminates and gathers intelligence to and from all agencies concerned in counter terrorism. The importance of this information sharing cannot be emphasised enough as it allows agencies to see a bigger picture and develop strategies to address any emerging threat (Halford, 2023). 
There is not one-size fits all when it comes to terrorist organisations or their motivations for conducting terrorist acts. It varies from country to country and terrorist organisations often have multiple ethnic, racial, or religious identities and have differing aims and goals (Crown Prosecution Service, 2022), these can even differ within the same terrorist organisation, for example the IRA and the dissident IRA both act in quite different ways, with the dissident factions rejecting any kind of negotiation with central Government (Lynch, 2011). 
If it were as simple as organisations being labelled as terrorist based on their violence or tactics alone, the lists that governments hold would be vast. Instead, Governments use several determining factors to proscribe these organizations. Briefly, these are violence severity, how much is the organisation determined to do serious harm to civilians or employing extreme levels of violence, what are the political aims and views of the organisation and what is others perception of these views. When proscribing organisations, there is a considerable amount of Western influence, with most countries following designations from the USA. This shows the power that other states can have on others and shows a concerning level of bias at play. The most obvious being ideological bias, Islamic groups are more likely to be proscribed, based on historic Western beliefs that all terrorist attacks are committed by Islamic terrorists, an interesting study of this is the examination of Brandon Mayfield’s incarceration in the US in 2004. The designation of terrorist groups varies across the globe, affected by historical context, national interests and how much a government may be swayed by Western influence. This ambiguity makes these lists controversial and often debated with no clear definitive guidelines (El Masri and Phillips, 2024).
The next part of this essay will focus on what motivates terror organisations to become involved in criminal activity, examining the underlying reasons that drive them to engage in such behaviour beyond ideological goals.
The biggest motivation is the most obvious as well – finances. Funding terrorist activity is not cheap, and organisations need money for resources, recruitment of members and their training. Participating in criminal activity provides a readily available source of income. One well documented example of this is the Taliban funding their criminal enterprise with the opium trade in the poppy rich south of Afghanistan (Peters, 2009). 
Next, and probably the most recognised, is ideological motivation. Justifying their criminality through ideology, terror organisations may claim that their actions are a form of rebellion against so-called oppressors. These groups feed such rhetoric to their members as a way of legitimising violence and maintaining internal control. One of the most prominent forms is religious ideology, where terror groups interpret religious texts in ways that were never intended and present their views as the ‘true’ faith. As Peter Henne explains, “religious terrorist groups often rely on a selective reading of sacred texts and traditions, portraying their violence as divinely sanctioned and necessary to defend the faith against perceived enemies.”  (Henne, 2019) This radical misinterpretation fuels their attacks on those who do not subscribe to their extreme beliefs.
Finally, and probably the most practical motivation, is for operational means. Once terror organisations have sourced funding and recruited believers to their cause, they require the resources necessary to conduct attacks. Access to items such as firearms, explosives, and vehicles is often only achievable through criminal activity. As (Horgan and Taylor, 1997) highlight in their paper on the Provisional Irish Republican Army, operational needs frequently drive terrorist groups to engage in organised crime, this can often muddy the waters and mean an organisation loses focus on its ideological goals by focussing on practical needs.
Terrorist motivations are primarily driven by ideological and operational concerns but can also be shaped by global events. Military actions, especially those which are sanctioned by Western regions, are often touted as acts of aggression, providing terror groups ample ammunition for them to use in their narrative of victimisation and resistance to Western occupation. 
In addition to ideological and operational motivations, terrorist activity is often shaped by international events and foreign policy. Military interventions, particularly those involving Western powers, can be perceived as acts of aggression, providing terrorist groups with a narrative of victimhood and resistance. As (Piazza and Choi, 2018) argue, such actions by Western nations are statistically linked to an increase in reciprocal terrorist attacks. These attacks not only serve as useful recruitment tools but also widen the divide between the Western power and Indigenous people, especially when civilian populations are affected.
Counter-terrorism policing in the UK is inextricably linked with regular policing. Specialist counter terrorism units are embedded within regional police forces and rely heavily on local officers for intelligence gathering, community engagement, and operational support. Frontline officers, in particular neighbourhood officers and PCSOs, are often the first to identify signs of radicalisation or altered behaviours, making them a key component in early intervention. This close collaboration is reinforced through joint training programmes and shared protocols, which ensure a coordinated and effective response to terrorist threats. The relationship is mutually beneficial: while counter-terrorism units bring specialised expertise and national-level intelligence, regular policing contributes local knowledge and community trust, both of which are vital for effective counter-terrorism efforts (Home Office, 2022; NPSA, 2023).
For all its resources, access to sensitive data and abundant funds, counter terrorism, at least in some part is reliant on community policing to build an intelligence picture. The most useful way for intelligence to be disseminated is the national Intelligence Model (NIM) which is split into three levels, level one – local intelligence gathered by local officers, level two force wide or neighbouring force intelligence and level three serious and organised crime (National Centre for Policing Excellence). These levels can be thought of as a pyramid with each level building on the previous one. Even though level one is at the bottom, this intelligence is imperative as it is the foundation on which all other intelligence is gathered.
A dangerous threat not only to intelligence but to counter terrorism and the wider security establishment is that of an insider threat. People within the police have access to sensitive data and information that would prove highly valuable to criminal and terrorist organisations. The insider threat often has an intricate knowledge of not only hardware and software systems but of systems of operation within the police, making them almost impossible to detect. Motivation for insiders varies, but is usually one or more of financial gain, revenge, espionage, or ideological beliefs (Sambhe and Prasad, 2025).
One such method to counter these threats, which is still very much in its infancy, but could pinpoint the threat before it becomes established, is the renewed call for deeper exploration into a person’s online activity and IP searches. At this moment in time, all new recruits are subject to the same background checks prior to joining. With the complexity of the online world and the advancing technological capability of extremists, these checks may need to become more commonplace. There is a counter argument that such deep dives are an invasion of privacy and that individuals should not be subjected to such invasions of privacy for a job (Jacques, 2022).
The National Protective Security Authority has devised an insider risk mitigation framework which allows the strategic implementation of security measures to reduce insider risk. It allows a risk-based approach which allows organisations to deploy the appropriate resources at the appropriate time, it places the emphasis on people being the police’s biggest asset but can also pose the biggest threat to security and has published a multitude of guidance, including how to communicate before during and after an insider event (NPSA, 2024).
The use of opium sales by Al’ Qaeda to fund its terrorist goals is well documented, as are the cocaine smuggling rackets from South America. Instead, this case study shall look at how the Provisional Irish Republican Army (PIRA) funded itself. 
The Provisional IRA relied on multiple revenue streams to finance its operations, drawing funding from both legal and illegal means. In the United States, the Irish Northern Aid Committee (NORAID) played a significant role in raising funds through lectures, dinners, souvenir sales, and donations. Similarly, An Cumann Cabhrach collected money through the Green Cross to support the families of imprisoned IRA members, though most of the Green Cross’s financial backing came from local sources. While the organisation generated some income through the sale of books and handmade goods, these efforts only provided a modest income. Instead, the PIRA’s most profitable ventures were its criminal activities, including armed robbery, blackmail, extortion, protection rackets, and fraud—at one point allegedly acquiring fifty percent of all the cash stolen in the Irish Republic. Furthermore, the organisation expanded its income by profiting from brothels and illegal drinking establishments, cementing its reliance on illicit operations as its primary financial lifeline (No Author, 1983).
The relationship between terrorism and criminality is both complex and entwined in the operational, ideological, and financial requirements of terrorist organisations. As discussed, groups like the PIRA and the Taliban have long relied on illicit activities such as drug trafficking, extortion, and fraud to sustain their operations. These criminal enterprises not only fund violence but also blur the lines between ideological warfare and organised crime. Understanding this is crucial for shaping effective counter-terrorism strategies.
Counter-terrorism policing in the UK, with its integrated structure and reliance on both specialist units and community-based policing plays a pivotal role in identifying and disrupting these threats. The importance of local knowledge, cross agency working, and proactive community engagement should not be underestimated. Threats are constantly evolving including the risk of an insider threat and the manipulation of software, underlining the need for security measures that can adapt quickly and are ethically sound in their approach. By addressing the symptoms and root causes of terrorism, counter terrorism policing can safeguard national security and community policing concentrate on the equally important job of safeguarding the public and continuing to rebuild public trust.
A comprehensive understanding of the drivers behind terrorist activity, whether operational, financial, or ideological, allows all concerned in security and law enforcement to develop effective and targeted responses. 
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