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The importance of the UNCRC when practitioners are working with a child with suspected ALN.Article 12 
Article 12 of the Convention institutes the right of every child to express her or his views in any matter which affects them. (United Nations, 2009).
Article 12 is a fundamental part of the UNCRC, without the voice of the child, you are not deemed able to claim your rights that you are entitled to. (UNICEF, 2011).
Roche (1999) suggests that children can often be seen to not have a voice or opinion due to a lack of enough life experience.  However, Donavan (2018) suggests that Professionals who work with children and young people should always make certain that every child’s voice is heard, and their own views and opinions are taken on board and considered. 
Lansdown (2001) outlines the importance of children’s voices and clarifies the points made in article 12 which are that children are able to express a view or opinion, they have right to express these views freely, they have a right to be heard and taken seriously, and in any situations that affect them with agreement with age and maturity. 
According to Children and Young people’s Commissioner Scotland (no date) article 12 involves everyone and suggests that children with disabilities should have special materials provided to them to enable them to participate.  

The aim of this paper is to ensure that practitioners receive important information which they can transfer into practice regarding a child with suspected ALN. The Children’s Commissioner for Wales (2017)  argues that children are not getting the human rights in which they are entitled to according to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC).This paper will talk about the importance of The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) which was created in 1989. The UNCRC is explained as a legally binding agreement which for each child underpins the civil, political, economic, social and cultural rights regardless of their religion, abilities or race status (Save The Children, No date). 
Article 2
Article 2- All children have their rights explained in the Convention and should not be discriminated against when these rights are understood (Children and Young People’s Commissioner Scotland, No date). Every child should have the right to not be discriminated and should be treated fairly to ensure that they have equal opportunities to be the best they can possibly be (Welsh Government, 2018).
The department for education states that all educational providers will need to ensure that children are able to take part in all school activities with any reasonable adjustments made to make this possible for them (Gov.uk, 2014). 
The general equality duty replaced the race, disability and gender equality duties in April 2011 and explains how practitioners should work towards removing discrimination, improve equality and opportunities between different groups and ensure a natural relation between these different groups. (Equality Human Rights 2019).
All schools should cater for all children’s educational needs and children should be treated fairly with or without statementing. No settings can refuse a child’s place due to lack of resources needed to support a child’s individual needs (Gov.uk, 2001). 





Article 31
Article 31 of the UNCRC is based on children’s right to play, relax and leisure. (IPA Promoting the Child’s right to play, no date).
Children’s Commissioner Wales (2018) suggests that children’s experiences are a major aspect of their childhood and play is what they do best. When children are playing, they can follow their own interests and have fun while developing fundamental skills for their future. 
The curriculum for Wales (2015) proposes that all settings and schools are responsible for embracing the Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC). This will ensure that all children and young people regardless of age, disability, gender, race, religion and belief, receive an education which supports the best possible outcome and meets their individual needs and personalities
Some local authorities are working well to evidence Article 31 of the UNCRC, especially for children with disabilities. However, there is some difficulty finding out how many children do or do not have access to play opportunities. Towler (2019). 
Children have access to be involved within their own learning and can often make decisions on what they want to play with or do.  According to Estyn (2009) there is an appropriate balance between adult-led or child-initiated activities both indoors as well as the outdoor learning environment which supports children to play and learn in their own way.
l
Article 23
Article 23 states that children and young people with a disability have the right to be safe and happy and ensure that any disability does not interfere with this right (Children and Young people’s Commissioner Scotland, no date).
Education providers should accommodate a child’s learning to ensure understand in a way to suit their abilities. Children and young people with disabilities should partake in any activities, be included at school, have choice in what they want to do and access special care if necessary. (Children and Young people’s Commissioner Scotland, no date). 
According to Care Inspectorate Wales (2016) Article 23 interlinks with the right that all children should have access an inclusive range of education and learning opportunities. 
The Welsh Government (2016) state that there will be a change in Curriculum to support learners with additional needs. There will be a blend of the new ALN reform, the National minimum standards as well as the UNCRC National mission to ensure that all children with an additional learning needs, get the best possible outcome from education which they receive regardless of their abilities. 
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