	MATRIX 1 INTRODUCTION

	This section provides a brief overview of the research focus or problem, explains why this study is worth conducting, and discusses how this study will be completed. (Minimum three to four paragraphs or approximately one page) 

	Dissertation topic is introduced and value of conducting the study is discussed. 
	

	Discussion provides an overview of what is contained in the chapter. 
	

	Provide the reader with a clear understanding of the problem in a concise yet complete manner 
	

	Articulate that the problem is worthy of further investigation. 
	

	Briefly describe how the study will be done 
	

	Present the guiding research question or hypothesis for the study 
	

	Explain how this study can contribute to the existing knowledge 
	

	Describe how the study will address something that is not already known or has not been studied before 
	

	Describe how the study will fill a gap in existing literature or research. 
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	MATRIX 2 BACKGROUND, CONTEXT AND THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

	The background section explains both the history of and the present state of the problem and research focus. It identifies the "gap" or "need" based on a summary of the current literature and discusses how the study will address that "gap" or "need." (Minimum two to three paragraphs or approximately one page) 

	Describe why the study is being conducted 
	

	Provide a brief overview of research related to the problem 
	

	Identify and describe the key components, elements, aspects, concepts of the problem 
	

	Describe who or what is impacted by the problem or research focus 
	

	Provide the reader with an understanding of how the problem arose and the specific context within which the problem is occurring 
	

	Briefly introduce the reader to the theoretical framework and how that framework either supports
the proposed study or provides a theoretical context for developing the research problem. 
	

	Describe and justify the research methods planned for the study 
	

	Briefly describe why the study is being conducted. 
	

	Provides a summary of results from the prior empirical research on the topic and identifies the need as defined by the prior research which this current study will address. 
	




	MATRIX 3 PROBLEM STATEMENT

	This section includes the problem statement, the population affected, and how the study will contribute to solving the problem. This section is summarized in Chapter 3. This section of Chapter 1 should be a minimum of three to four paragraphs with citations from empirical research articles to support statements. (Minimum three or four paragraphs or approximately one page)

	States the specific problem proposed for research by presenting a clear declarative statement that begins with “It is not known if and to what degree/extent...” (quantitative) ~or~ or “It is not known how/why and...” (qualitative) 
	

	Identifies the general population affected by the problem. 
	

	Suggests how the study may contribute to solving the problem. 
	

	Clearly describe the magnitude and importance of the problem. 
	

	Identify the need for the study and why it is of concern to the researcher. 
	



	MATRIX 4 PURPOSE OF THE STUDY

	The purpose statement section expands on the problem statement and identifies how the study will be accomplished. It explains how the proposed study will contribute to the field. This section is summarized in Chapter 3. (Minimum two to three paragraphs)

	Presents a declarative statement: “The purpose of this study is....” that identifies the research methodology and design, population, variables (quantitative) or phenomena (qualitative) to be studied and geographic location. 
	

	Identifies research methodology as qualitative, or quantitative, and identifies the specific research design. 
	

	Describes the target population and geographic location for the study. 
	

	Quantitative: Defines the variables, relationship of variables, or comparison of groups. Qualitative: Describes the nature of the phenomena to be explored. 
	



	MATRIX 5 RESEARCH QUESTION(S) AND/OR HYPOTHESES 

	This section narrows the focus of the study by specifying the research questions to address the problem statement. Based on the research questions, it describes the variables and/or groups and their hypothesized relationship (quantitative study) or the phenomena under investigation (qualitative study). It describes how the research questions are related to the problem statement and how the research questions will facilitate collection of the data needed to answer the research questions. (Minimum two to three paragraphs or approximately one page) 

	Qualitative Designs: States the research question(s) the study will answer and describes the phenomenon to be studied. 
Quantitative Designs: States the research questions the study will answer, identifies the variables, and states the hypotheses (predictive statements) using the format appropriate for the specific design. 
	

	This section includes a discussion of the research questions, relating them to the problem statement. 
	



	MATRIX 6 RATIONALE FOR THE STUDY 

	This section clearly justifies the methodology the researcher plans to use for conducting the study. It argues why the methodological framework is the best approach to answer the research questions and how it will address the problem statement. It uses citations from textbooks and articles on research methodology and/or articles on related studies to justify the methodology. (Minimum two to three paragraphs) 

	Justifies the methodology to be used for the study by discussing why it is the best approach for answering the research question(s) and addressing the problem statement.
	

	Uses citations from seminal (authoritative) sources (textbooks and/or empirical research literature) to justify the selected methodology. Note: Introductory or survey research textbooks (such as Creswell) are not considered seminal sources.
	




	MATRIX 6 SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STUDY 

	This section identifies and describes the significance of the study and the implications of the potential results based on the research questions, the problem statement, and the hypotheses or the investigated phenomena. It describes how the research fits within and will contribute to the current literature or body of research. It describes potential practical applications from the research. (Minimum three to four paragraphs) 

	Describes how the proposed research fits within the prior research and how the study will make an academic research contribution in the field of study. 
	

	Describes how the study will make a practical contribution in the field of study. 
	

	Describes how addressing the problem will add value to the population, community, or society. 
	




	MATRIX 7 NATURE OF THE STUDY 

	This section describes the specific research design to answer the research questions and affirms why this approach was selected. It describes the research sample being studied as well as the process that will be used to collect the data on the sample. It identifies the instruments or sources of data needed to answer the research questions. It provides citations from seminal sources such as research textbooks, research articles, and articles on similar studies.(Minimum three to four paragraphs or approximately one page) 

	Describes the selected design for the study. 
	

	Discusses why the selected design is the best design to address the problem statement and research questions as compared to other design.
	

	Briefly describes the target population, and the sampling method for the study, the data collection procedures to collect data on the sample, and the instruments or sources of data needed to answer the research questions. 
	



	MATRIX 8 DEFINITION OF TERMS

	This section defines the study constructs and provides a common understanding of the technical terms, exclusive jargon, variables, phenomena, concepts, and sundry terminology used within the scope of the study. Terms are defined in lay language and in the context in which they are used within the study. (Each definition may be a few sentences to a paragraph.) 

	Defines any words that may be unknown to a lay person (words with unusual or ambiguous meanings or technical terms) from the research or literature. 
	

	Defines the variables for a quantitative study or the phenomena for a qualitative study from the research or literature. 
	

	Definitions are supported with citations from scholarly sources. 
	




	MATRIX 9 ASSUMPTIONS, LIMITATIONS AND DELIMITATIONS 

	This section identifies the assumptions and specifies the limitations, as well as the delimitations, of the study. (Minimum three to four paragraphs) 

	States the assumptions being accepted for the study (methodological, theoretical, and topic-specific). 
	

	Provides rationale for each assumption, incorporating multiple perspectives, when appropriate. 
	

	Identifies limitations of the research design. Identifies delimitations of the research design. 
	

	States the assumptions being accepted for the study (methodological, theoretical, and topic-specific). 
	




	MATRIX 10 CHECKLIST SUMMARY AND ORGANIZATION OF THE REMAINDER OF THE STUDY 

	This section summarizes the key points of Chapter 1 and provides supporting citations for those key points. It then provides a transition discussion to Chapter 2 followed by a description of the remaining chapters. The Proposal, but not the Dissertation, provides a timeline for completing the research and dissertation. (Minimum one to two pages) 

	Summarizes key points presented in Chapter 1. 
	

	Provides citations from scholarly sources to support key points. 
	

	The Chapter is correctly formatted to dissertation template using the Word Style Tool and APA standards. Writing is free of mechanical errors. 
	

	Describes the remaining Chapters and provides a transition discussion to Chapter 2. For proposal only, a timeline for completing the research and dissertation is provided.
	

	All research presented in the Chapter is scholarly, topic-related, and obtained from highly respected academic, professional, original sources. In-text citations are accurate, correctly cited, and included in the reference page according to APA standards.
	

	Section is written in a way that is well structured, has a logical flow, uses correct paragraph structure, uses correct sentence structure, uses correct punctuation, and uses correct referencing format.
	



	MATRIX 11 CHAPTER 2 INTRODUCTION (TO THE CHAPTER) AND BACKGROUND (TO THE PROBLEM)

	This section describes the overall topic to be investigated, outlines the approach taken for the literature review, and argues the evolution of the problem based on the "gap" or "need" defined in the literature from its origination to its current form. 

	Introduction: Provides an orienting paragraph so the reader knows what the literature review will address. 
	

	Introduction: Describes how the chapter will be organized (including the specific sections and subsections). 
	

	Introduction: Describes how the literature was surveyed so the reader can evaluate thoroughness of the review. This includes search terms and databases used. 
	

	Background: Discusses how the problem has evolved historically into its current form. 
	

	Background: Describes the “gap” or “need” defined in the current literature and how it leads to the creation of the topic and problem statement for the study. 
	




	MATRIX 12 THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK AND/OR CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK 

	This section identifies the theory(ies) or model(s) that provide the foundation for the research. This section should present the theory(ies) or models(s) and explain how the problem under investigation relates to the theory(ies) or model(s). The theory(ies) or models(s) guide the research questions and justify what is being measured (variables) as well as how those variables are related (quantitative) or the phenomena being investigated (qualitative). 

	Identifies a model(s) or theory(ies) from seminal source(s) that provide a reasonable conceptual framework or theoretical foundation to use in developing the research questions, identifying variables/phenomena, and selecting data collection instruments. 
	

	Accurately cites the appropriate seminal source(s) for each theory or model. 
	

	Includes a cogent discussion/synthesis of the theory or model and justifies the theoretical foundation/framework as relevant to the study. Connects the study directly to the theory and describes how the study will add or extend the theory or model. 
	

	Builds a logical argument of how the research questions directly align to the theoretical foundation for the study. 
	

	Reflects a deep understanding of the foundational, historical, research relevant to the theoretical foundation/framework. 
	




	MATRIX 13 REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 

	This section provides a broad, balanced overview and synthesis of the existing literature related to the proposed research topic. It identifies topics, themes, trends, and conflicts in research methodology, design, and findings. It describes the literature in related topic areas and its relevance to the research topic and research approach. It provides an overall analysis and synthesis of the existing literature examining the contributions of this literature to the field; identifying the conflicts; and relating the topics, themes, and results to the study topic and research approach. Accurate, empirical research citations are provided for all ideas, concepts, and perspectives. The researcher's personal opinions or perspectives are not included. 

	This section must be a minimum of 30 pages. The purpose of the minimum number of pages is to ensure that the overall literature review reflects a foundational understanding of the theory or theories, literature and research studies related to the topic. A well-written comprehensive literature review that reflects the current state of research and literature on the topic is expected and will likely exceed 30 pages. Literature review should be updated continuously. This is an ongoing process to dissertation completion. 
	

	Quantitative Studies: Describes each research variable in the study discussing the prior empirical research that has been done on the variables and the relationship between the variables. Qualitative Studies: Describes the phenomena being explored in the study discussing the prior research that has been done on the phenomena. 
	

	Themes or Topics (Required): Discusses and synthesizes studies related to the proposed dissertation topic. May include (1) studies describing and/or relating the variables (quantitative) or exploring related phenomena (qualitative), (2) studies on related research such as factors associated with the themes, (3) studies on the instruments used to collect data, (4) studies on the broad population for the study, and/or (5) studies similar to the proposed study. The themes presented and research studies discussed and synthesized in the Review of Literature demonstrates a deep understanding of all aspects of the research topic. 
	

	Methodology Section (required): Discusses and synthesizes the various methodologies and designs that have been used in prior empirical research related to the study. Must use authoritative sources to justify the proposed design. 
	

	Instrumentation Section (required): Provides discussion and justification for the instrumentation selected for the study. This section must argue the appropriateness of the dissertation’s instruments, measures, and/or approaches used to collect data. 
	

	Empirical research must be used to justify the selection of instrument(s). 
	

	Structures literature review in a logical order, includes actual data and accurate synthesis of results from reviewed studies as related to the learners own topic, not just a summary of the findings. 
	

	Includes in each major section (theme or topic) within the Review of Literature an introductory paragraph that explains why the particular theme or topic was explored relative to the overall dissertation topic. 
	

	Includes in each section within the Review of Literature a summary paragraph(s) that (1) compares and contrasts alternative perspectives on the topic and (2) provides a synthesis of the themes relative to the research topic discussed that emerged from the literature, and (3) identifies how themes are relevant to the proposed dissertation topic. 
	

	Provides additional arguments for the need for the study that was defined in the Background to the Problem section. 
	

	Ensures that for every in-text citation a reference entry exists. Conversely, for every reference list entry there is a corresponding in-text citation. Note: The accuracy of citations and quality of sources must be verified by learner, chair and committee members. 
	

	Uses a range of references including founding theorists, peer-reviewed empirical research studies from scholarly journals, and government/foundation research reports. Note: A minimum of 50 peer- reviewed, empirical research articles are required for the literature review. 
	

	Verifies that 75% of all references are scholarly sources within the past 5 years. The 5 year time frame is referenced at the time of the proposal defense date and at the time of the dissertation defense date. Note: Websites, dictionaries, publications without dates (n.d.), are not considered scholarly sources and should not be cited or present in reference list. 
	

	Avoids overuse of books and dissertations. Books: Maximum of 10 scholarly books that present cutting edge views on a topic, are research based, or are seminal works. Dissertations: Maximum of 5 published dissertations. 
	



	MATRIX 14 CHAPTER 2 SUMMARY 

	This section restates what was written in Chapter 2 and provides supporting citations for key points. The summary section reflects that the learner has done his/her "due diligence" to become well-read on the topic and can conduct a study that will add to the existing body of research and knowledge on the topic. It synthesizes the information from the chapter to define the "gaps" in or "identified research needs" arising from the literature, the theory(ies) or model(s) to provide the foundation for the study, the problem statement, the primary research question, the methodology, the design, the variables or phenomena, the data collection instruments or sources, and the population to be studied. It then provides a transition discussion to Chapter 3. 

	Synthesizes the information from all of the prior sections in the Literature Review using it to define the key strategic points for the research. 
	

	Summarizes the gaps and needs in the background and introduction describing how it informs the problem statement. 
	

	Identifies the theory(ies) or model(s) describing how they inform the research questions. 
	

	Justifies the design, variables or phenomena, data collection instruments or sources, and population to be studied. 
	

	Builds a case (argument) for the study in terms of the value of the research and how the research questions emerged from the review of literature 
	

	Reflects that the Learner has done his or her “due diligence” to synthesize the existing empirical research and write a comprehensive literature review on the research topic. 
	

	Summarizes key points in Chapter 2 and transitions into Chapter 3. 
	

	The Chapter is correctly formatted to dissertation template using the Word Style Tool and APA standards. Writing is free of mechanical errors. 
	

	All research presented in the Chapter is scholarly, topic-related, and obtained from highly respected, academic, professional, original sources. In-text citations are accurate, correctly cited and included in the reference page according to APA standards. 
	

	Section is written in a way that is well structured, has a logical flow, uses correct paragraph structure, uses correct sentence structure, uses correct punctuation, and uses correct APA format. 
	




	MATRIX 15 CHAPTER 3 INTRODUCTION 

	This section includes both a restatement of the research focus and the Purpose Statement for the study from Chapter 1 to reintroduce reader to the need for the study and a description of contents of the chapter. 

	The Introduction summarizes the research focus, and the purpose statement to reintroduce the reader to the study. This section also outlines the expectations for this chapter. 
	

	Section is written in a way that is well structured, has a logical flow, uses correct paragraph structure, uses correct sentence structure, uses correct punctuation, and uses correct APA format. 
	

	The research problem is restated for the convenience of the reader. This section aligns to the related section in Chapter 1. 
	




	MATRIX 16 RESEARCH QUESTIONS AND/OR HYPOTHESES 

	This section restates the research question(s) and the hypotheses or phenomena and explains why the selected design is the best approach to answer the research questions. Further, it defines the variables and/or groups. The section also discusses the approaches to collecting the data to answer the research questions. This section expands on the related section in Chapter 1 

	For a qualitative study, restates the research questions and the phenomena for the study from Chapter 1. 
For a quantitative study, restates the research questions from Chapter 1, presents the matching hypotheses and operationalizes the variables. Research questions must align directly with the problem and purpose statements, 
	

	Describes the nature and sources of necessary data to answer the research questions (primary versus secondary data, specific people, institutional archives, Internet open sources, etc.). 
For a quantitative study, the section describes the instrument(s) or data source(s) to collect the data for each and every variable. 
For a qualitative study, The section describes the instrument(s) or data source(s) to collect the data to answer each research question. 
	




	MATRIX 17 RESEARCH METHODOLOGY 

	This section describes the research methodology for the study (quantitative, qualitative, or mixed) and explains the rationale for selecting this particular methodology as opposed to the alternative methodologies. 

	Elaborates on the research methodology (from Chapter 1) for the study (quantitative, qualitative, or mixed). Provides the rationale for selecting the particular methodology supported by empirical studies in the research literature. Justifies why the methodology was selected as opposed to alternative methodologies. 
	

	Uses authoritative source(s) to justify the selected methodology. Note: Do not use introductory research textbooks (such as Creswell) to justify the research design and data analysis approach. 
	




	MATRIX 18 RESEARCH DESIGN

	This section describes in detail the specific design for the study and describes why it is the best design to collect the data to answer the research needed for the study. It explains exactly how the selected design was used to facilitate collection of data for each and every variable (for a quantitative study) or how the selected design was used to facilitate collection of data to describe the nature of the phenomena in detail (for a qualitative study). It identifies the specific instruments and data sources to be used to collect all of the different data required for the study. This section expands on the Nature of the Research Design for the Study section in Chapter 1. 

	Elaborates on the research design from Chapter 1. Provides the rationale for selecting the particular research design supported by empirical references. Justifies why the design was selected as the best approach to collect the needed data, as opposed to alternative designs. 
	

	Describes how the specific, selected research design will be used to collect the type of data needed to answer the research questions and the specific instruments or data sources that will be used to collect this data. For quantitative studies provide the variable structure and state the unit of analysis. 
	

	Uses authoritative source(s) to justify the design. Note: Do not use introductory research textbooks (such as Creswell) to justify the research design and data analysis approach. 
	




	MATRIX 19 POPULATION AND SAMPLE SELECTION 

	This section discusses the setting, general population, target population, and study sample. The discussion of the sample includes the research terminology specific to the type of sampling for the study as well as how the sample population and final sample will be protected. This section provides a detailed description of the population and sample which were identified in the Research Design for the Study section in Chapter 1 as well as research considerations relevant to the sample and population. 

	Describes the general population (i.e., students with disabilities), target population (i.e. students with disabilities in one specific district - geographic location) and the study sample (students with disabilities in the district that participated in the study - actual study sample). 
	

	Describes the study sample size. Provides evidence (based on the empirical research) literature that sample size is adequate for the research design. 
	

	Quantitative Sample Size Requirements: 
Absolute Minimum: 50 cases or participants or 40 cases per cell. Applicable to studies that use frequencies/descriptive statistics and parametric statistical tests (t-tests, ANOVA, correlation, regression analysis)—additional requirements related to the use of certain statistical analysis procedures may increase that number. General rule of thumb on survey research = 10 subjects per survey question. An a-priori and/or post hoc Power Analysis is required to justify the study sample size based on the anticipated effect size and selected design. 
Qualitative Sample Size Requirements: 
Case Study: Minimum 10 participants or cases; Recommended Target=20 due to attrition; minimum of 3 sources of data; must demonstrate triangulation of the data. Case study interviews may include closed- ended questions with a dominance of open-ended questions; should be no less than 30 minutes; at least 15 pages of transcribed data, single spaced, 12 pt. Times New Roman. 
Phenomenology: 10-15 interviews; no closed ended questionnaires allowed; Interviews should be 60-90 minutes. There should be a minimum of 60 pages of transcribed data, single spaced, 12 pt. Times New Roman. 
Descriptive: 12-15 interviews or cases with at least 3 sources of data; 30-60 pages of transcribed data, single spaced, 12 pt. Times New Roman. 
Narrative or Grounded Theory: Minimum of 30 pages of transcribed data from interviews, open-ended questionnaire, or other data sources. Transcript to be 12 Point and single spaced. Studies typically have a minimum of 10-20 interviews or40-60 open-ended questionnaires. Interviews are 60-90 minutes in length. Grounded theory studies must yield a theory or model. 
	

	Defines and describes the sampling procedures (such as convenience, purposive, snowball, random, etc.) supported by scholarly research sources. Includes discussion of sample selection, and assignment to groups (if applicable), and strategies to account for participant attrition. 
	

	Describes the site authorization process, confidentiality measures, study participation requirements, and geographic specifics. 
	



	MATRIX 20 INSTRUMENTATION OR SOURCES OF DATA 

	This section identifies and describes the types of data that were collected as well as the specific instruments and sources used to collect those data. For quantitative studies it also describes the specific type of scale of measurement used in an instrument or used to define the different groups. 

	Data Collection Instruments: Provides a detailed discussion of the instrumentation and data collection, which includes validity and reliability of the data. Includes citations from original publications by instrument developers (and subsequent users as appropriate). 
	

	Data Collection Instruments: Describes the structure of each data collection instrument and data sources (tests, questionnaires, interviews, observations data bases, media, etc.). Specifies the type and level of data collected with each instrument. 
	




	MATRIX 21 VALIDITY

	This section describes and defends the procedures used to determine the validity of the data collected appropriate to the methodology conducted. 

	Quantitative Studies: Provides specific validity statistics for quantitative instruments, identifying how they were developed. Validated surveys cannot be used in part or adapted. Validated instruments borrowed by the learner must be included in the proposal/dissertation appendices as a pdf or jpeg document along with the learner’s word file of his/her version of the instrument (whose content should be identical with that of the original pdf). NOTE: Learners should not modify or develop quantitative instruments without permission from the Director of Dissertations. 
Qualitative Studies: Establishes validity to ensure the data that is collected is true and certain. Processes include collection of multiple sources of data; triangulation; member checking; quasi-statistics; review of data analysis by others; expert panel review of developed instruments; and/or practicing interviews and observations. 
	

	Appendices must include copies of instruments, qualitative data collection protocols, codebooks, and permission letters from instrument authors (for validated instruments, surveys, interview guides, etc.) 
	




	MATRIX 22 RELIABILITY 

	This section describes and defends the procedures used to determine the reliability of the data collected appropriate to the methodology conducted. 

	Quantitative Studies: Provides specific reliability statistics for quantitative instruments, identifying how the statistics were developed. Explains specific approaches on how reliability will be addressed for qualitative data collection approaches. 
Qualitative Studies: Establishes consistency and repeatability of data collection through in-depth documented methodology; detailed interview/observation/data collection protocols and guides; creation of research data-base; and/or use of triangulation. 
	




	MATRIX 23 DATA COLLECTION AND MANAGEMENT 

	This section details the entirety of the process used to collect the data. It describes each step of the data collection process in such a way that another researcher could replicate the study. 

	Quantitative Studies: Describes the procedures for the actual data collection that would allow replication of the study by another researcher, including how each instrument or data source was used, how and where data were collected, and recorded. Includes a linear sequence of actions or step-by-step of procedures used to carry out all the major steps for data collection. Includes a workflow and corresponding timeline, presenting a logical, sequential, and transparent protocol for data collection that would allow another researcher to replicate the study. 
Qualitative Studies: Provides detailed description of data collection process that would allow replication of the study by another researcher, including all sources of data and methods used, such as interviews, member checking, observations, surveys, and expert panel review. Note: The collected data must be sufficient in breadth and depth to answer the research question(s) and interpreted and presented correctly, by theme, research question and/or instrument. 
	

	Describes the procedures for obtaining informed consent and for protecting the rights and well-being of the study sample participants. 
	

	Describes (for both paper-based and electronic data) the data management procedures adopted to maintain data securely, including the length of time data will be kept, where it will be kept, and how it will be destroyed. 
	



	MATRIX 24 DATA ANALYSIS PROCEDURES 

	This section describes how the data were collected for each variable or group (quantitative study) or for each research question (qualitative study). It describes the type of data analyzed, identifying the descriptive, thematic, inferential, and/or non-statistical analyses. This section demonstrates that the research analysis is aligned to the specific research design .

	Lists the research question(s). Also includes the null and alternative hypotheses for quantitative studies. 
	

	Describes in detail the relevant data collected for each stated research question and/or each variable within each hypothesis (if applicable). 
	

	Describes in detail the data management practice including how the raw data was organized and prepared for analysis, i.e., ID matching of respondents who may respond to more than one survey/instrument, coding/recoding of variables, treatment of missing values, scoring, calculations, etc. 
	

	What: Describes, in detail, statistical and non- statistical analysis to be used and procedures used to conduct the data analysis. 
	

	Why: Provides the justification for each of the (statistical and non-statistical) data analysis procedures used in the study. 
	

	How: Demonstrates how the statistical and non- statistical data analysis techniques align with the research questions/design. 
	

	Qualitative Analysis - evidence of qualitative analysis approach, such as coding and theming process, must be completely described and include the analysis /interpretation process. 
	

	Provides evidence that quantity and quality of data is sufficient to answer the research questions. This must be present in this section or in an appendix including data samples. 
	



	MATRIX 25 ETHICAL CONSIDERATIONS

	This section discusses the potential ethical issues surrounding the research as well as how human subjects and data will be protected. It identifies how any potential ethical issues have been and will be addressed. 

	Provides a discussion of ethical issues related to the study and the sample population of interest. 
	

	Describes the procedures for obtaining informed consent and for protecting the rights and well-being of the study sample participants. 
	

	Addresses anonymity, confidentiality, privacy, strategies to prevent coercion, and any potential conflict of interest. 
	

	Describes the data management procedures adopted to store and maintain paper and electronic data securely, including the length of time data will be kept, where it will be kept, and how it will be destroyed. Note: Learners are required to securely maintain and have access to raw data/records for a minimum of three years. The learner must provide all evidence of data including source data, Excel files, interview transcripts, evidence of coding or data analysis, or survey results etc. No dissertation will be allowed to move forward in the review process if data are not produced upon request. 
	

	Includes copy of IRB Informed Consent (Proposal) and IRB Approval letter (Dissertation) in an Appendix. 
	




	MATRIX 26 LIMITATIONS AND DELIMITATIONS 

	This section discusses in detail the limitations and delimitations related to the research methodology and design and potential impacts on the results. 

	Describes any limitations and delimitations related to the methodology, sample, instrumentation, data collection process and analysis. Explains why the existing limitations are unavoidable. Note: This section must be updated as limitations emerge in the data collection/analysis, and then incorporated in Chapter 5 the limitations overall and how the study results were affected. 
	

	Presents strategies to minimize and/or mitigate the negative consequences of limitations and delimitations. 
	



	MATRIX 27 CHAPTER 3 SUMMARY 

	This section restates what was written in Chapter 3 and provides supporting citations for key points. It then provides a transition discussion to Chapter 4. 

	Summarizes key points presented in Chapter 3 using authoritative, empirical sources/citations. 
	

	Presents alignment of the 10 strategic points, illustrating how the research questions align with the problem statement, methodology, design, instrumentation, data collection, procedures and data analysis approach. 
	

	Demonstrates in-depth understanding/mastery of the overall research methodology, design and data analysis techniques. 
	

	Ends Chapter 3 with a transition discussion to focus for Chapter 4. 
	

	The Chapter is correctly formatted to dissertation template using the Word Style Tool and APA standards. Writing is free of mechanical errors. 
	

	All research presented in the Chapter is scholarly, topic-related, and obtained from highly respected academic, professional, original sources. In-text citations are accurate, correctly cited and included in the reference page according to APA standards. 
	

	Section is written in a way that is well structured, has a logical flow, uses correct paragraph structure, uses correct sentence structure, uses correct punctuation, and uses correct APA format. 
	




	MATRIX 28 INTRODUCTION (TO THE CHAPTER)

	Reintroduces the purpose of the research study. 
	

	Briefly describes the research methodology and/or research questions/hypotheses tested. 
	

	Provides an orienting statement about what will be covered in the chapter. 
	




	MATRIX 29 DESCRIPTION OF THE SAMPLE 

	Provides a narrative summary of the population or sample characteristics and demographics. 
Quantitative Studies: 
Presents the "Sample (or Population) profile," using statistics for the demographics collected from or retrieved for the actual sample or population. 
If the actual sample is smaller than the a priori sample, the learner must discuss consequences (e.g., limitations, change of statistical analysis procedures, possibly even change of design). 
The second section of Descriptive Data should be "Descriptive statistics for the variables of interest" (analyzed to answer the RQs). For composite continuous variables, reliability coefficients computed on the study data precede the descriptive statistics and have to be compared with coefficients reported by instrument authors and prior users. Low reliability (< 0.7) may require changes in design and analysis (dropping variables with unreliable data). In case of changes of statistical analysis that became necessary during the computation of descriptive statistics, the learner will present and justify the new statistical procedures. 
Qualitative Studies: Presents the "Sample (or Population) profile," using statistics for the demographics collected from or retrieved for the actual sample or population. 
	

	Includes a narrative summary of data collected (e.g., for qualitative studies, samples of collected data should be included in an Appendix.) 
	

	Uses visual graphic organizers, such as tables, histograms, graphs, and/or bar charts, to effectively organize and display coded data and descriptive data. For example: 
Quantitative Studies: sample-level frequencies and descriptive or graphic comparisons of study-relevant groups. If the intended analysis involves parametric procedures, tests of assumptions are required to evaluate sample distribution (skewness and kurtosis data and charts) normality and homogeneity of variance. If nonparametric procedures are used, justification must be provided. 
Qualitative Studies: Discuss and provide a table showing number of interviews conducted, duration of interviews, #pages transcript; # observations conducted, duration, #pages of typed-up field notes, # of occurrences of a code, network diagrams, model created, etc. 
	



	MATRIX 30 RESULTS

	This section, which is the primary section of this chapter, presents an analysis of the data in a non- evaluative, unbiased, organized manner that relates to the research question(s) and/or hypotheses. List the research question(s) as you are discussing them in order to ensure that the readers see that the question has been addressed. Answer the research question(s) in the order that they are listed. 

	Data and the analysis of that data are presented in a narrative, non-evaluative, unbiased, organized manner. 
Quantitative data are organized by research question and/or hypothesis. Findings are presented by hypothesis using section titles. They are presented in order of significance if appropriate. 
Qualitative data may be organized by theme, participant and/or research question. 
Qualitative Studies: Results of analysis are presented in appropriate narrative, tabular, graphical and/or visual format. If using thematic analysis, coding and theming process must be completely described in the results presentation. Integration of quotes in the results presentation to substantiate the stated findings and build a narrative picture is required. Data analysis should include narrative story for narrative analysis; case study summary for case study; model or theory for grounded theory. 
Learner describes thematic findings mostly in own words in narrative form as if they are telling their story or summarizing their experiences, and then use selected quotes (ideally one or few sentences, no longer than one paragraph) to illustrate. 
	

	Includes appropriate graphic organizers such as tables, charts, graphs, and figures. 
Quantitative Studies: Results of each statistical test are presented in appropriate statistical format with tables, graphs, and charts. 
· Tables and/or figures are included for descriptive findings. 
· Tables and/or figures are included for assumption checks. 
· Tables and/or figures are included for and results. 
Qualitative Studies: As appropriate, tables are presented for initial codes, themes and theme meanings, along with sample quotes. 
	

	Sufficient quantity and quality of the data or information appropriate to the research design is presented in the analyses to answer the research question(s) and or hypotheses. Evidence for this must be clearly presented in this section and in an appendix as appropriate. 
Quantitative Studies: 
· Discuss quantity in relation to the actual sample (or population) size, 
· Discuss quality in relation to sampling method, data collection process, and data completion/accuracy. 
Note: Dissertation Chair may request to review raw data at any time during the writing process. Additional data collection may be required if sufficient data is not present. 
	

	Quantitative Studies: 
· Inferential statistics, require tests of normality, tests of assumptions, test statistics and p-value reported for each hypothesis. 
· Control variables (if part of the design) are reported and discussed. 
· Secondary data treatment of missing values is fully described. 
· Outlier responses are explained as appropriate. 
Qualitative Studies: 
· Qualitative data analysis is fully described and displayed using techniques specific to the design and analytic method used. 
· Data sets are summarized including counts AND examples of participant’s responses for thematic analysis. For other approaches to qualitative analysis, results may be summarized in matrices or visual formats appropriate to the form of analysis. 
· Outlier responses are explained as appropriate. 
Findings may be presented as themes using section titles for thematic analysis, as stories for narrative designs, as models or theories for grounded theory, and as visual models or narrative stories for case studies. 
	

	Appendices must include qualitative or quantitative data analysis that supports results in Chapter 4 as appropriate (i.e. source tables for t test/ANOVA; or coding and theming process or codebook, if not included directly in Chapter 4). 
	



	MATRIX 31 SUMMARY

	This section provides a concise summary of what was found in the study. It briefly restates essential data and the data analysis presented in this chapter, and it helps the reader see and understand the relevance of the data and analysis to the research questions or hypotheses. Finally, it provides a lead or transition into Chapter 5 where the implications of the data and data analysis relative to the research questions and/or hypotheses will be discussed. 

	Presents a clear and logical summary of data. 
	

	Quantitative Studies: Summarizes the statistical data and results of statistical tests in relation to the research questions/hypotheses. 
Qualitative Studies: Summarizes the data and data analysis results in relation to the research questions. Summarizes data across research questions for case studies, narratives, and grounded theory. 
	

	Discusses limitations that emerged based on data analysis and how the interpretation of results may be affected by the limitations. Data limitations are added to Chapters 1, 3, 5 and discussed as appropriate. 
	

	Provides a concluding section and transition to Chapter 5. 
	

	The Chapter is correctly formatted to dissertation template using the Word Style Tool and APA standards. Writing is free of mechanical errors. 
	

	All research presented in the Chapter is scholarly, topic-related, and obtained from highly respected academic, professional, original sources. In-text citations are accurate, correctly cited and included in the reference page according to APA standards. 
	

	Section is written in a way that is well structured, has a logical flow, uses correct paragraph structure, uses correct sentence structure, uses correct punctuation, and uses correct APA format. 
	



	MATRIX 32 INTRODUCTION and SUMMARY OF STUDY 

	This section introduces Chapter 5 as a comprehensive summary of the entire study. It reminds the reader of the importance of the topic and briefly explains how the study intended to contribute to the body of knowledge on the topic. It informs the reader that conclusions, implications, and recommendations will be presented. 

	Provides a comprehensive summary of the study framework including a recap of the 10 strategic points. 
	

	Reminds the reader of the research questions and how the reported data analysis (not findings) align to answering the research questions. 
	

	Provides an overview of why the study is important and how the study was designed to contribute to our understanding of the topic. 
	

	Provides a transition, explains what will be covered in the chapter and reminds the reader of how the study was conducted. 
	




	MATRIX 33 SUMMARY OF FINDINGS AND CONCLUSIONS 

	This section is organized by research question/hypothesis, and it conveys the specific findings of the study. It presents all conclusions made based on the data analysis and findings of the study. It relates the findings back to the literature, referring to the literature discussed in the Advancing Scientific Knowledge section and the Significance of the Study section in Chapter 1. It also discusses the significant themes and findings relative to the body of knowledge covered throughout Chapter 2. 

	Summarizes study findings. Compares, contrasts and synthesizes study findings in context to prior research on the topic (Chapter 2). Provides a cogent discussion on how the study is aligned to and/or advances the research on the topic. 
	

	Summarizes study findings. Compares, contrasts and synthesizes study findings in context to prior research on the topic (Chapter 2). Provides a cogent discussion on how the study is aligned to and/or advances the research on the topic. 
	

	Illustrates that findings are bounded by the research study design described in Chapters 1, 2 and 3. 
	

	Illustrates how findings are supported by the data and theory, and how the findings directly align to and answer the research question(s). 
	

	Discusses significance (or no significance) of findings and relates each of the findings directly to the Significance of the Study section and Advancing Scientific Knowledge section of Chapter 1. 
	

	Refrains from including unrelated or speculative information in this section. 
	

	Provides a conclusion to summarize the findings, referring back to Chapter 1, and tying the study together. 
	



	MATRIX 34 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FUTURE RESEARCH 

	This section should contain a minimum of four to six recommendations for future research as well as a full explanation for why each recommendation is being made. The recommended research methodology/design should also be provided. 

	Lists a minimum of four to six recommendations for practitioners and for future research. 
	

	Identifies and discusses the areas that need further examination, or that will address gaps or needs the study found. 
	

	Provides recommendations that relate back to the study significance and advancing scientific knowledge sections in Chapter 1 and theoretical foundation section in Chapter 2 
	



	MATRIX 35

	Lists two to five recommendations for future practice. 
	

	Discusses who will benefit from reading and implementing the results of the study. 
	

	Discusses ideas based on the results that practitioners can implement in the work or educational setting. 
	

	Omits unrelated or speculative information that is not unsupported by data. 
	

	Provides recommendations that relate back to the study significance section in Chapter 1. 
	

	The Chapter is correctly formatted to dissertation template using the Word Style Tool and APA standards. Writing is free of mechanical errors. 
	

	All research presented in the Chapter is scholarly, topic-related, and obtained from highly respected academic, professional, original sources. In-text citations are accurate, correctly cited and included in the reference page according to APA standards. 
	




	MATRIX 36 QUALITY OF SOURCES & REFERENCE LIST 

	For every in-text citation a reference entry exists; conversely, for every reference list entry there is an in- text citation. Uses a range of references including founding theorists, peer-reviewed empirical research studies from scholarly journals, and government/foundation research reports. The majority of all references must be scholarly, topic-related sources published within the last 5 years. Websites, dictionaries, and publications without dates (n.d.) are not considered scholarly sources and should not be cited or present in the reference list. In-text citations and reference list must comply with APA 6th Ed. 

	Ensures that for every in-text citation a reference entry exists. Conversely, for every reference list entry there is a corresponding in-text citation. Note: The accuracy of citations and quality of sources must be verified by learner, chair and committee members. 
	

	Uses a range of references including founding theorists, peer-reviewed empirical research studies from scholarly journals, and government /foundation research reports. Note: A minimum of 50 peer- reviewed, empirical research articles are required for the literature review. 
	

	Verifies that 75% of all references are scholarly sources within the last 5 years. The 5 year time frame is referenced at the time of the proposal defense date and at the time of the dissertation defense date. Note: Websites, dictionaries, publications without dates (n.d.), are not considered scholarly sources and should not be cited or present in reference list. 
	

	Avoids overuse of books and dissertations. Books: Maximum of 10 scholarly books that present cutting edge views on a topic, are research based, or are seminal works. Dissertations: Maximum of 5 published dissertations. 
	

	Section is written in a way that is well structured, has a logical flow, uses correct paragraph structure, uses correct sentence structure, uses correct punctuation, and uses correct APA format. 
	



