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Children across the globe are experiencing different types of abuses that could be in their homes, educational institutions while playing with friends or by their own carers. Child abuse is considered a major concern, a crime that is appalling against vulnerable community individuals. According to Elkin (2020), there were a total figure of 24.8 thousand cases regarding child abuse that were recorded by the police in Wales and England, which shows the increase in child abuse cases within the United Kingdom.
Increased in offences that are about 2.9 thousand comparatively to previous reporting year has been reported regarding child abuse. Child abuse is globally a health concern. It indicates that children who have been abused lately are at higher risk of recurrent abuse or can also proceed to be abusers in later life (Anon., 2019). There are different forms of child abuse within society that could be either sexual, physical, mental, or just neglect (Kemole & Mavindu, 2014). 
Different measures and practices are taken to prevent child abuse and initiate laws and policies for the protection of every child in the United Kingdom. This essay provides insight into different forms of child abuse and the effectiveness of safeguarding children's practices and policies. 
[bookmark: _Toc86840836]Types of Abuse experienced by Children in the United Kingdom 
There are different types of abuses that are encountered by children across the globe. However, many children in the United Kingdom are experiencing different kinds of child abuse once in their lives. Some of the major forms of child abuse include sexual, physical, mental, and neglect. 
[bookmark: _Toc86840837]Sexual Child Abuse  
It is known as an activity that involves physical contact with a child for sexual stimulation (Stop It Now, 2021). Sexual abuse is one of the major abuses happening across the world where children are being abused. It is a stark reality worldwide where every single day, a child is being sexually get abused. Based on evidence, there has been a misconception about sexual child abuse that states sexual child abuses are rare event that are perpetrated against females by a male or a boy, or it could be a stranger in poor, inner-city areas (Murray et al., 2015). 
The children who tend to live in a conflict and post-conflict environment are at higher risk for child sexual abuse. In contrast, out-of-home youth and children with physical disabilities and mental health problems are also at increased risk of child sexual abuse (Murray et al., 2015). Sexual abuse of children, regardless of their gender, tends to cause significant risk factors in the lives of these children. About 7% of the individuals between the ages of 16 and 59 reported that they were sexually abused as a child (IICSA, 2021). There has been an increased rate of child sexual abuse within England and Wales. These abuses require attention and prevention through proper measures taken by the local and governmental authorities. 
England has initiated a protection plan that can help them prevent child sexual abuse. However, there is still an increase of children experiencing child sexual, which often results in significant risks within their lifestyle. Many children across the United Kingdom are subject to registering themselves under the protection plan to be protected and feel safe from child sexual abuse (IICSA, 2021). 
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Physical child abuse can lead to cuts, bruises, fractures, internal injuries and damages that can be physically seen on a child's body. It is one of the most crucial forms of child abuse across the globe. Child physical abuse damages a child emotionally, physically and socially. This would impact a child with immediate pain, suffering, and major health issues caused by being physically abused (Moray Council, 2021). Some physical abuses can result in death. There are multiple high profile physical abuse cases where children are beaten to death by their family members, educational instructors, carers, and authorised family members.
A report has mentioned that over 5.4% of children within the United Kingdom between the ages of 10 to 15 years are victims of violent crime (Elkin, 2020). It has also been reported that children are more likely to suffer from physical abuse before 16. Many incidents of child abuse are not reported to the authorities, and the victims continue to suffer at the hands of perpetrators (Elkin, 2020). 
In 2019, an estimated figure was reported related to adults from 18 years to 74 years to over 3.1 million those have experienced physical abuse before the age of 16. In other words, over 7.6% of the population has experienced physical abuse in their lives (Elkin, 2020). Based on evidence, domestic violence or physical abuse tend to have a devastating impact on a child that can last for a long time. It damages the child's present and future because of being physically abused, which leads to long-term effects (Women's Aid, 2021). 
[bookmark: _Toc86840839]Neglect Child Abuse 
Children are abused by someone from the immediate family circle or by unusual strangers. Based on evidence, children who are neglected in educational sectors, in home or by their parents and carer are four time more likely to develop serious mental illness within themselves (University of Birmingham, 2019), These mental illness involves psychoses, bipolar disorder or schizophrenia. There has been a record from 1995 till 2018 that there are around 217,758 individuals under the year 18 had experienced or suspected to experienced childhood maltreatment. 
Neglecting a child is considered to be the most pervasive form of child abuse that take place within the United Kingdom which is one of the major reasons behind the concept of children protection. A child experience neglect when the elder in the adults those who look after them are not providing them their needs in a sufficient way. These needs include basic daily care including food, clothing, shelter and others. While children also require health and care stability along with emotional warmth and guidance which are not given to the children and are being neglect (Action for Children, 2010). 
On the basis of a report that estimates to one in hundred adults form the age 18-74 years tend to experience physical neglect once in their lives before the age of 16 years that is about 481,000 individuals in total. The child neglect has been recorded as the most common category within the abuse for child protection plans (CPPs) within England and the second common for the child protection register (CPR) in Wales (Elkin, 2020b), 
There are multiple risk factors include a history of neglect as a child such as mental illness, stress, physical illness, family crisis and many others (CASA, 2021). It is often said that children with special needs often result increase caregiver or family member burden which further lead them to neglect the child rather than providing them proper health and social support. For example, disabled children or children with mental issues are often being neglect by the family member due to the fact that they would need more attention and more time of the family member or their parents. 
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This Act was introduced by the policy makers of United Kingdom to reduce child abuse in the UK. The major focus was on protecting children from unethical and less fortunate treatment to give them a better way of living within the country and to protect them with the required needs and want including their basis needs. It was established to control the child abuse and maltreatment with children that take place within the UK. 
The Act tends to manage the local authorities, agencies, and organisations working for the children welfare along with parents and, most importantly, courts within the United Kingdom. One main goal is to ensure that children are safeguarded and are given significant support and help in terms of protecting them from unethical or illegal acts. The Act includes parental responsibilities, orders for the courts regarding children safeguarding and their protection, and local authorities with additional responsibilities to contribute to the care of children (Politics UK, 2021). 
The Act gave every child the rights and eligibility for equal protection along with social support from abuse and exploitation, the rights that inquires to safeguard their welfare. According to Evans (2013), child protection was entirely based on the Act 1989, which reforms and clarifies the existing laws and rights developed to protect children across the UK. While safeguarding a child, it is more important for the court and other local authorities and organisations to ensure what a child needs to be protected (Laver, 2021)
The Act also includes some major principles, such as parents being responsible and required to involve themselves regarding their children legal proceeding that could be relate to serious concerns about their children. The Act established that the best place for a child to be looked after is their own home. Another key principle is that the child welfare should be promoted by developing a strong partnership among family and the local authority (Evans, 2013).  
[bookmark: _Toc86840841]Victoria Climbie’s Child Abuse Case 
Victoria Climbie was born back in November 1991 within a small village in Africa. She died in February 2000 at the hands of Marie-Therese Kouao (aunt of Victoria) and her boyfriend (Carl Manning). Victoria's aunt brought her from her village by saying that she was taking her to help her get educated (University of Huddersfield, 2021). However, after being brought by her aunt, Victoria suffered horrific abuse for months. The child died at the age 8 that took place back in 2000 on the 8th of February. This was nearly 18 months after her parent sent her from home, hoping that her aunt would get her good education and give her a better life (Batty, 2002).  
Instead, Victoria was tortured and beaten by her aunt and her boyfriend. After the investigation of the case, it was found that Victoria had been beaten with bicycle chains and was kept trussed up in a plastic sack in an unheated bathroom at her aunt home (Batty, 2002). 
When her picture was shown to her parents, they broke down seeing their daughter with a missing tooth and scald marks on her face. According to BBC News (2003), 128 separate injuries and scares were found by the doctors after examining Victoria's body. Most of these scars and marks were made from cigarette burns. Victoria's incident was described as one of the worst child abuse cases that have taken place in England. The inquiry into the case found that the social workers failed to act even when there were clear signs of abuse. Their failure resulted in the death of an innocent child. 
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After the death of Victoria Climbie, there were certain changes made in the law and policies of child protection. The Children Act 2004 was introduced. 
According to Foster (2020), after inquiring about the murder of Victoria, the policy makers of the United Kingdom made necessary changes in order to reform the framework of child protection and to make it more sufficient for every child to be given protection. Later, more changes were made by the Children and Social Work Act 2017 that were amended into the 2004 Act in various areas. For example, arrangements were made to promote cooperation with key partners and local agencies with a major view of improving the wellbeing of children across the United Kingdom in the authority's area. 
The authorities were asked to make necessary adjustments such as placing duties on a range of agencies that includes local authorities, the police and the health service with the motive and focus on ensuring that they considered every possible need in order to safeguard and promote the welfare of children when carrying about the functions. 
Another major change that was amended includes establishing the role and responsibilities to safeguard partners, including the local authorities, NHS clinical commissioning groups, and the police, all of the individuals and social workers who need to ensure protection and support givne to children and for the determining of how they can safeguard children and arrange things require to protect children from unnecessary and cruel child abuse.
[bookmark: _Toc86840843]Baby P’s Child Abuse Case 
Peter Connelly, also known as Baby P, the child was 17 months old when he died back in 2007 in August due to crucial child abuse that was encountered. The child was found dead in blood-stained in his cot with more than 50 injuries on his body, indicating the cruelty of child abuse in the United Kingdom (Social Care Wales UK, 2021). 
Peter Connelly died due to several injuries on his head, face and his body. According to Sellgren (2010), Baby Peter's case was considered a major failure by all agencies responsible for the protection of the child. After investigating the case, it was revealed that the incompetence of the social worker along with the lawyers, doctors and police were also blamed for the child's death. 
Peter's mother, her boyfriend and her boyfriend's brother were jailed based on their cruel acts. In the investigation, it was found that the death of the 17-month child could have been prevented if the social workers and other authorities had taken the correct approach and acted against the culprits at the right time (Sellgren, 2010). 
[bookmark: _Toc86840844]Care and Protection of Children Act 2007
This Act promotes children's wellbeing and ensures that each child is given protection and proper care to protect them from harm and exploitation. The purpose of this Act is to develop opportunities that can provide potential in terms of supporting family member and individuals with responsibilities that are necessary and sufficient for their children in their care of children's wellbeing. 
According to Find and Connect (2014), the Act was proposed in 2007 on December 12 and was later passed on May 7, 2008. The legislation emphasised putting more focus on preventing abuse and neglect among children across the United Kingdom. It also instructed authorities to support all children regardless of their background to live a better quality of life. 
The Act includes various objectives that are imposed to criteria in terms of delivering protection of children's wellbeing. The Act emphasises that children are to be protected from harm and exploitation that could cause them mental and physical damage. It directs the families and promotes necessary assistance to prevent child abuse and harm to ensure the protection of children (Nothern Territory of Australia, 2020)
After the case of Baby Peter, there were necessary changes made by the policymaker to prevent child abuse in the UK. There was an improvement in the government guidelines and legislation based on improving multi-agency working, encouraging early intervention when issues and child abuse are identified, and many other improvements were established (British Dental Association, 2021). These changes were imposed in order to ensure that each child regardless any single discriminate factor are given proper protection and safeguarding. 
[bookmark: _Toc86840845]Conclusion 
Every child requires protection and safeguarding to live a better quality of life. Therefore it is not just the responsibility of the states or the local authority to take care of and safeguard the child. It is also a major responsibility of the parents to protect their children from child abuse that could harm their health physically and mentally. Along with the responsibility of their carer or authorised individual when children have no parents or are living with their relatives. In the past, the local authorities and social workers often failed to safeguard children who were cruelly abused by their family members, carers, and others. This essay has shown the failure of social workers and institutions. It also discussed the policy developments that have taken place in the United Kingdom to protect children from abuse and promote their wellbeing.  
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