
SINGING IN CHAINS 

3.5 Cynghanedd Sain 

Dewi Emrys, whom we met in the Introduction, is one of those 

legendary and colourful figures in our poetic tradition. He was 

born in Ceredigion in 1881 and brought up in Rhosycaerau, north 

Pembrokeshire. A trained journalist, he was later ordained as a 

minister with the Presbyterian Church, but in 1918 he returned 

to journalism and led what is often described as a 'Bohemian' 

life in London. Eventually he came back to Wales, to Talgarreg, 

where he died in 1952. He won the National Eisteddfod Crown 

in 1926 and the Chair no fewer than four times. (Since then it has 

become a rule that any one poet is only allowed to win both the 

Chair and the Crown twice.) For an eisteddfod in Colwyn Bay in 

1947 he wrote two englynion2 on the subject of the horizon. Dewi 

Emrys himself is said to have believed that the englyn that didn't 

win was the better. Be that as it may, his second choice took the 

first prize and soon became a favourite throughout Wales. 

Wele rith fel ymyl rhod - o'n cwmpas

Campwaith dewin hynod, 

Hen linell bell nad yw'n bod, 

Hen derfyn nad yw'n darfod. 

The third line of this englyn is an example of Cynghanedd Sain: 

Hen linell bell nad yw'n bod. 

Unlike the lines of Cynghanedd Croes and Draws, this line has 

three bars: 

Hen linell I bell I nad yw'n bod 

Hen line/I ('an old line') 

bell ('faraway') 

nad yw'n bod ('that does not exist') 

'An old line faraway that doesn't exist' 

2 An englyn is a four-lined stanza in cynghanedd which we will meet in the next 

chapter. 

42 




