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Written self-evaluation of my performance, developing learners’ Welsh language literacy skills. 

My Welsh language skills are very limited as a result of being educated in Ireland. However, since moving to Wales three years ago I have become familiar with several Welsh phrases and words. 
[bookmark: _Hlk36745072]Since starting university in September, I have attended all four Welsh lectures organised by our tutors. This has provided me with a wide range of vocabulary that I have been able to use during my PTE e.g. providing pupils with feedback in the Welsh language. The mobile app Duolingo has allowed me to develop my Welsh pronunciation. Having said that, the idea of teaching a Welsh lesson in front of a class still daunted me. After discussing my fears with my class teacher, she was able to settle my nerves by providing me with some basic Welsh phrases that the children were already familiar with. After gaining an understanding of what these phrases meant I felt confident enough to use them in the classroom. Examples of these phrases include “Bore Da” and “Prynhawn da.” Every morning while taking the register I was able to ask the pupils “Syt wyt ti?” and “cinio neu brechdanau?” When it was time to gather the children onto the carpet, I would confidently prompt them to tidy up by saying- “Mae hi’n amser tacluso.” These were all parts of the daily routine that included Welsh which I naturally began to use in my own practice. During my time on placement my class teacher set me the target of using more Welsh in the classroom. This was set over a period of two weeks and we picked 3 phrases each week which I could feature into my lessons. I was able to use these phrases mainly as attention grabbers such as, Un, dai, tri llygaid a fi. 
I felt confident counting in Welsh therefore I was able use Welsh in my numeracy lessons. The pupils were able to count to 30 in Welsh before I arrived in their class so over the course of a week, I was able to push them to count to 50. I set them the challenge of counting backwards. To begin with we started counting backwards from 20 and by the end of the week we had reached 30. I was over the moon with the children’s attitude to challenges and they really enjoyed counting backwards in Welsh. As mine and the pupil’s confidence grew with counting in Welsh, I was able to by week three introduce money and counting coins in Welsh to the class.
During my observation when my network lead and senior mentor were present, they observed my use of Welsh in the classroom. They both commented that my use of Welsh in the classroom was minimal however, they were glad to see it being used and incorporated into the lesson. The lesson was a numeracy lesson focusing on money and buying items from a shop. The children were able to ask in Welsh for an item of their choice from the shop and were able to pay with coins and count out the correct amount in Welsh. On my observation report it was asked of me to improve my incidental Welsh. I aim to improve my Welsh further and have booked onto a Welsh course next September which will run for a number of weeks. I hope this will improve my knowledge and confidence when speaking and delivering Welsh as a second language to pupils. 
Moving on from numeracy I then chose to teach a Welsh literacy lesson were I too was able to develop my Welsh literacy skills. Every afternoon I would spend some time with small groups of pupils asking them simple questions like “Ble wyt ti'n byw?”, “Beth ydych chi'n ei wisgo?”, “Beth yw'r tywydd heddiw?”, “faint o fechgyn yn y dosbarth?” and “faint o ferched yn y dosbarth?”. The pupils were able to relate to and answer these questions with my encouragement. I split the class up into pairs and got them to have a go at asking their partners these questions to encourage them to use more Welsh literacy themselves. With the help from the app Duolingo I was able to practice and pronounce the different questions which in turn helped develop my own Welsh speaking skills. Majority of the pupils from Year 1 (my placement class) come from English only speaking backgrounds were Welsh is not used in the home therefore, I felt it was important for the children to have experience using Welsh. At the end of the week I asked each Teaching assistant to take children out of the classroom individually to record them recognising interrogative words in Welsh, followed by the teaching assistant asking the pupils the list of questions. This was then uploaded onto seesaw so that parents/carers were able to view this. 
By week 4 of placement I felt I had enough confidence to teach a basic Welsh lesson. I felt that this lesson could have gone better because I was a little underprepared due to the unfamiliar and uncertainty’s surrounding the school during week four of my placement experience (due to the current virus COVID-19). I made little picture cards of the questions so the children could visualise what was being asked of them and I used these picture cards in my recorded lesson. To begin my lesson, I used two Welsh songs that the pupils were familiar with to settle them back into class after being out for playtime. I then asked the pupils to stand on a colourful mat, I named out a colour and asked the pupils to find a square of that colour and stand on it. They responded well to this however, if there had to have been any more pupils in on that day this might not have worked as well because the mat was quite small. Using their class DO-JO I then picked at random a pupil’s name, I then asked this pupil to answer one of my picture cards questions. I continued to ask each of the questions until everyone had ago at answering them. 
During my time on PTE I was not exposed to a great deal of Welsh being used in the classroom which has resulted in not a big improvement to my own personal development and use of the language. Looking back over the last couple of months I am glad I have made changes that has developed my Welsh language skills as back in September I had little to no Welsh. I am very much looking forward to starting the Welsh course in September and I hope that I will have a better understanding by this time next year. I will continue to use Welsh when I can in both work and at home and I will continue to use the Duolingo app.

Resources for my lesson 
https://uowtsd-my.sharepoint.com/:p:/g/personal/1902343_student_uwtsd_ac_uk/EV3BLpggC2NDnRD4Jfek0bQBbo6dBOHnzfAJ05dT7EQbdw?e=suuaqQ 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vn_hrOAKTaM 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=euLzsUtvVqM 

One Drive- Ffolder Cymraeg
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