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Essay 1 

This essay will address the policies and practices employed by police officers to curtail wrongdoing and malpractice, providing a fair and impartial response that identifies the profession's advantages and disadvantages as well as how they could boost public trust in law enforcement. This essay will concentrate on the following two procedures, Section one of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 1984 and the use of Body-worn video and how the IOPC plays a crucial role in ensuring accountability within police. 

In accordance with Section One of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act of 1984, officers are permitted to search people in public areas for stolen or prohibited articles, prohibited fireworks or bladed or sharply pointed articles. Many people argue that this power under PACE is used to reduce misconduct and increase public confidence. However, this power is not without its critics which can highlight potential malpractice and abuse of power within the police and reduce the members of public trust. 

Greater accountability and professionalism are two of the main justifications in favour of stop and search power. Officers must follow certain protocols and guidelines when conducting stop and search procedures in order to comply with legal requirements. Due to the possibility of scrutiny and resolution for protocol misconduct, this may mitigate discriminatory practices. (Delsol & Shiner, 2015). The public can be reassured that the police are actively trying to keep the community safe by seeing stop and search operations in action. Because of this visibility, the public feels that proactive steps are being taken to avoid crime, which boosts public trust (Bradford, 2014). Any biases in ways that they executed their stop and search operations can be found and addressed with the aid of the data collection and analysis. Police officers can enhance public view of police impartiality and fairness by monitoring stop and search procedures to make sure their powers are applied fairly (Bowling & Phillips, 2007). 
Although there are policies regarding stops and searches, there remains a chance that police will misuse their powers. Research has demonstrated that these actions disproportionately affect minority populations, giving rise to claims of discrimination and racial profiling (Eastwood, N. Shiner, M. and Bear, D. 2013).  The frequent use of stop and search can put a strain on the relationships with the police and the community. If individuals feel that that they are being harassed or unfairly treated this can lead to resentment and a lack of cooperation and trust with police officers. This can adversely affect the relationship between the police and members of the public (Quinton, P. Bland, N. and Miller, J. 2000) 

Police officers in the United Kingdom have been using body cameras for a number of years. In order to promote more accountability, transparency, and public trust in the police and the public, these cameras are a crucial instrument. Body-worn cameras were introduced in an effort to increase public trust while identifying and reducing police inappropriate behaviour and malpractice. 

Body worn cameras offer self -awareness amongst officers and members of the public, leading to more professional behaviour and accountability. According to Ariel, Farrar and Sutherland (2015) body-worn cameras have been linked to a 50% decrease in force used and a 90% decrease in complaints. This illustrates how body-worn cameras have the ability to discourage wrongdoing and malpractice. Body-worn cameras encourage transparency, which is crucial for gaining the public's trust. When people feel that police activities are being observed and analysed, it creates a sense of justice and responsibility. A study by Braga, Coldren, Sousa, Rodriguez and Alper (2018) demonstrates how the adoption of body-worn cameras greatly enhanced the public's view of police legitimacy in those places. 
Although using body-worn cameras has benefits, there are drawbacks and difficulties as well. For both police officers and members of the public, the ongoing recording of incidents might give rise to serious privacy concerns. According to Stanley (2015) Sensitive information could be captured or misused, which could result in a violation of someone's privacy rights. The effectiveness of the body-worn camera may potentially be impacted by officers who selectively activate or deactivate their cameras. Taylor (2016) points out that there have been numerous instances of officers failing to activate their body cameras during important occurrences, raising concerns about the consistency and dependability of body camera use.
The Independent Office for Police Conduct plays a key role withing police force in England and Wales. The IOPC investigates complaints and allegations of misconduct involving members of the police force. Smith, G (2009) emphasises the importance of organisations like the IOPC in making sure that police complaints are treated fairly. On the other hand, these bodies' ability to function impartially is what determines how effective they are. 
The ability to stop and search someone can be highly helpful in reducing misconduct and improving public trust. Search operations can help create safer neighbourhoods and stronger community ties by guaranteeing accountability and discouraging criminal activity. If these powers are not used responsibly, there is a chance that they may be abused, which could strain the community and reduce the public's trust in their local police officers. 
A major development in police technology, body-worn cameras have the potential to lower police misconduct and malpractice while also boosting public confidence. The evidence suggests that body-worn cameras appear to be able to promote greater responsibility, improved professional behaviour, and transparency. To fully utilise the body-worn camera, however, issues like privacy concerns and selective activation need to be addressed.
Essay 2 
This essay will address the characteristics that make a person vulnerable to exploitation by criminal gangs, with particular attention paid to psychological qualities, family dynamics, socioeconomic considerations, and living conditions. Criminal gangs can and will take advantage of people in a variety of ways depending on their personal, societal, and environmental circumstances. Developing and enhancing successful measures to stop this from happening to such people depends in large part on comprehending and recognising these traits. 

People from low-income origins are particularly vulnerable to being taken advantage of. Because poverty reduces chances for employment, it becomes easier for gangs to attract new members of the neighbourhood. Economic depravity, according to Decker and Van Winkle (1996), drives young individuals to join gangs in search of financial support, social mobility, and gain. The temptation of rapid financial gain sometimes outweighs the dangers of becoming involved in a gang. There is a strong correlation between gang affiliation and engagement and educational failure as well as low school engagement. Thornberry (2003) discovered a high correlation between gang involvement and subpar academic achievement as well as truancy. Schools in low-income communities frequently lack the funding necessary to provide at-risk children with the necessary support, which raises dropout rates and makes them more vulnerable to gang recruitment. 
People who lack a sense of self-worth and identity may be more vulnerable to the influence of gangs. For people who want for a feeling of identity and belonging, gangs frequently offer it. According to Vigil (1988), people who feel excluded or alienated from society at large can find a sense of purpose and a substitute family structure in gangs. Physical characteristics like impulsivity and a willingness to take risks are also linked to involvement in gangs. According to Lahey (1999), those who exhibit those characteristics are more likely to participate in criminal activity and be drawn to the thrill and prestige that gang life is thought to provide. 
Family dynamics and structure can have a significant impact on a person's susceptibility to gang exploitation. According to research by Eebensen (2001), there is a considerable positive correlation between family dysfunction and gang involvement. This includes substance addiction, domestic violence, and criminal behaviour inside the family. Many young people who seek guidance and safety from gangs may do so because of a lack of parental supervision and support. Additionally, there is proof that gang membership is transmitted through association. According to Pryooz and Decker's (2013) research, children who grow up around gang members or others involved in organised crime are far more likely to become members of gangs themselves. This pattern normalises it within families, making it exceedingly challenging for succeeding generations to escape its impact. 
Living conditions have a big impact on a person's vulnerability to being taken advantage of and involved in gangs. According to Sampson, Raudenbush, and Earls (1997), neighbourhoods with high rates of unemployment, poverty, and crime create an environment that is conducive to gang activity. It is simpler for gangs to operate and recruit in these places due to the absence of social cohesiveness and group productivity. Peer influence is a powerful factor in gang recruitment especially adolescents. According to Warr (2002), people may join gangs due to peer pressure and a need for social approval. Teens who hang out with troubled classmates are considerably more likely to take on similar attitudes and practices, which makes them more vulnerable to gang exploitation. 
Multi-Agency Public Protection Arrangements is referred to as MAPPA. In the UK, there is a legal system in place to handle the risks associated with violent and sexual offenders. Ensuring public safety and lowering the likelihood that these people would commit crimes again and to prevent the recruitment of individuals into gang culture is the main objective of MAPPA. Together with other partner agencies including housing, health, and social services, this framework calls for cooperation between a number of agencies, including the police, probation service, and prison service. 

MAPPA classifies offenders unto three categories.
Category 1: Registered sexual offenders 
Category 2: Violent offenders sentenced to imprisonment for 12 months or more.  
Category 3: Other dangerous offenders who pose a serious risk to the public. 
From standard agency management to active multi-agency management, each category relates to a distinct level of management. According to Kemshall and Maguire (2001), the categorisation aids in setting priorities for the degree of supervision and intervention needed for each offender. 

MAPPA has contributed to increased public safety by efficiently managing the hazards that offenders pose to members of the public and community. MAPPA guarantees that criminals are monitored and supervised which helps and prevents re-offending which is common with individuals that are involved or recruited into gangs. Risk assessments are used by MAPPA, enabling customised actions that are essential for controlling high-risk offenders. Research has indicated that the use of MAPPA has resulted in a reduction in the rates of significant reoffending among offenders under observation (Kemshell and Maguire 2001, 2007).

The characteristics that leave people open to being taken advantage of by criminal organisations are complex and include environmental, family, psychological, and socioeconomic aspects. A comprehensive strategy that promotes healthy family dynamics, increases community resilience, improves economic possibilities, and offers educational support is needed to address these vulnerabilities. Through comprehension of the risk variables that mitigate them, society can enhance its ability to safeguard individuals from the perils of gang exploitation. MAPPA has a profound impact on the management of high-risk offenders in the UK enhancing public safety and reassurance improving multi-agency collaboration and comprehensive risk management. MAPPA practices are detrimental and necessary to address the issues that offenders can create to members of the public and community.

Essay 3

Early intervention aims to address factors that predispose young people to criminal behaviour before such behaviour becomes ingrained. These interventions are based on the belief that early identification and support can divert young individuals from pathways leading to crime. This essay discusses whether early intervention is an effective way of preventing youths from offending and what increases or detracts from in which those interventions from their effectiveness (Farrington & Welsh, 2008) 

Early intervention programs fall into three general categories: community-based, school-based, and family-based programs. Family-based programs focus on family dynamics and parenting techniques in an effort to improve parental abilities and fortify family ties. Nurses visit at-risk families in their homes as part of initiatives like the Nurse-Family Partnership, providing them with advice on healthy habits and childrearing. (Old, 1998). Programs run in schools put a strong emphasis on conduct and academic involvement. Initiatives such as Positive Action and the Good Behaviour Game are designed to increase academic performance, lessen disruptive behaviour, and build social skills. (Embry, 2002). Youth centres and community-based programs that offer safe recreational activities and wholesome role models. One such program that provides one-on-one mentoring connections and encourages healthy growth is Big Brothers Big Sisters (Tierney, Grossman, & Resch, 1995). 
Studies reveal that delinquency rates can be considerably decreased with early intervention. Early family and parenting treatments were successful in lowering problematic behaviours in children, such as aggression and delinquency, according to a meta-analysis conducted by Piquero (2009). School-based initiatives frequently result in increased academic achievement and decreased absenteeism, both of which are associated with decreased crime rates. For example, it has been demonstrated that the good conduct game increases student involvement and decreases disruptive conduct (Embry, 2002). Social and emotional skill development programs have the potential to decrease antisocial behaviour and enhance interactions with adults and peers. These abilities are essential for reducing the negative effects of risk factors linked to delinquency (Durlak, 2011). 
Programs that start early and offer ongoing assistance throughout time tend to be more successful. According to Olds (1998), sustained involvement facilitates the progressive development of protective variables and the reinforcement of beneficial behaviours. 
Comprehensive programs offer a holistic support system that covers the different needs of at-risk adolescents. Interventions that address numerous risk factors, including family, school, and community impacts, are more likely to work (Farrington & Welsh, 2007). The effectiveness of early intervention projects typically depends on the quality and consistency of the personnel participating. Skilled practitioners who can create trust and rapport with young people and their families are vital for the success of these programs (Lipsey & Wilson, 1988).
Programs with inadequate funding may not have the means to offer the kind of comprehensive support that is required, which could result in uneven service delivery and decreased program quality (Fegan & Lindsey, 2014). Programs must be flexible and sensitive to the individual circumstances of the youth they serve (Lipsey & Wilson 1988). One size fits all approaches frequently fail to address specific needs of each person. Programs are less effective when families and communities are not actively engaged. Resistance or lack of involvement form these stakeholders can undermine the programme goals (Piquero 2009).
The first act of criminal activity or delinquent behaviour is referred to as the start of offending. Developing successful prevention and intervention techniques requires an understanding of the reasons behind people's initial criminal behaviour. Numerous criminological theories, each concentrating on distinct elements and procedures, provide explanations for the beginning of criminal activity. 

The theory of Terrie Moffitt (1993) makes a distinction between two categories of criminals. "Life-course persistent" and "limited to adolescence." Adolescent-limited offenders are largely motivated to commit crimes during their teens by peer pressure and the difference between their biological and social maturations. Life-course persistent offenders commit crimes from a young age into adulthood, frequently as a result of neuropsychological disorders and traumatic early experiences that interfere with normal development. The age-graded theory of informal social control developed by Sampson and Laub (1993) highlights the importance of social ties at various phases of life. This idea holds that while weak or broken relationships might cause the onset of offending, strong bonds to family, job, and education can prevent offending. The idea also emphasises how crucial turning events are in changing criminal trajectories, including marriage or steady work. 

The success of these programs and initiatives depends on early and sustained engagement, qualified personnel, and the ability to address multiple risk factors. However, obstacles like insufficient funding, lack of engagement, and inadequate tailoring can detract from their effectiveness. As a result, policy makers and practitioners must ensure that early intervention programs are adequately supported and customised to meet the diverse needs of the at-risk youth. Early intervention is an effective means of preventing youth offending, particularly when programs are comprehensive, well-funded, and engage families and communities. Various theories offer insights into the onset of offending, each emphasizing different factors and mechanisms. Development and life-course theories highlight the importance of early life experiences and social bonds. Together these theories provide a comprehensive understanding of the complex interplay of how factors can contribute to the onset of offending. Many theories, each focussing on distinct elements and procedures, provide insights into the beginning of criminal activity. Theories of development and the life course emphasise the significance of social ties and early experiences. When combined, these ideas offer a thorough comprehension of the intricate interactions between various elements that might lead to the initiation of criminal activity. 
Essay 4
The United Kingdom has long been acknowledged for its multicultural society, which encompasses a wide range of populations with different ethnic, religious, and cultural backgrounds. Because of this diversity, policing has several difficulties, both in terms of the makeup of the police force and in terms of the way the police interact with various groups. The efficiency of the police forces problem of accepting variety is a subject of continuous discourse, shaped by past conflicts, existing legal structures, and current advancements. This essay looks at how far UK policing has come to accept diversity, considering both the diversity within police forces and their own internal diversity as well as the tactics used to interact with a variety of communities. 

In the past, the police in the UK have had difficulty with inclusion and diversity issues. For a long time, people's perception of the police was that they were primarily male and white, with little representation from communities of colour. The impression of the police as an organisation that did not comprehend or reflect the diverse society it served by this lack of representation (Bowling & Phillips, 2003). Numerous legislative and regulatory frameworks have served as a guide for efforts to increase diversity within the police force. 
Officers from ethnic minorities are supported by initiatives like the national mentoring scheme which aims to remove obstacles to professional advancement and retention. One of the most important aspects of increased participation is diversifying the police force itself. Using focused campaigns and programs for positive action, efforts have been undertaken to increase the recruitment of officers from a variety of backgrounds. To further assist the police in appreciating and comprehending cultural diversity, police training programs increasingly include cultural competency training as a required component (Cashmore, 2001). 

Following the investigation into Stephen Lawrence's murder, the Macpherson Report (1999) called for greater diversity and inclusion in the police force and exposed institutional racism. This led to important policy changes, such as the Race Relations Act 2000, which required all authorities, including the police to improve racial equality. The goal of diversifying the police workforce has made progress since the release of the Macpherson Report. Although it still does not fully reflect the variety of the UK population, the percentage of police officers from ethnic minority backgrounds has increased recently (Home office, 2021). To draw and keep officers from a variety of backgrounds, programs like diversity training, mentorship programs, and recruitment campaigns have been put in place. 
Across the United Kingdom, police forces continue to face challenges. According to a National Police Chiefs Council (NPCC) research, discrimination against and obstacles to career advancement still effect police from minority backgrounds. Furthermore, there is a need for better representation of women and other marginalised groups, like the LGBTQ+ population (Loftus, 2009). 

A multicultural society requires effective involvement with its communities in order to maintain law and order. One important tactic in this regard has been community policing, which places an emphasis on fostering connections and trust between the public and the police. Efforts to enhance communication and cooperation with diverse groups include the creation of community liaison officers, neighbourhood policing teams, and alliances with community organisations. To improve the interaction between the police and different communities, a number of targeted programs have been introduced. The National Black Police Association (NBPA) and other like organisations, for instance, have supported community outreach initiatives and offered training on cultural sensitivity in an effort to enhance links between the police and the community (Rowe, 2004). 

Neighbourhood policing teams were introduced into police forces across the UK as part of a broader community policing strategy, focussing on building local relationships and solving community-specific issues. These teams are intended to be visible and accessible offering reassurance and fostering collaboration with residents, including those from ethnic minority backgrounds (Innes, 2006). Neighbourhood Policing Teams engage in regular consultations with community groups and involve them in local decision-making processes. This engagement helps to tailor policing strategies to specific needs and concerns of different communities, promoting inclusivity and responsiveness. 

Important obstacles continue to exist in spite of the efforts. Particularly in light of high-profile occurrences and cases of suspected misbehaviour, there is still a view that the police are an organisation that does not fully comprehend or respect ethnic minority populations. According to Loftus (2009), establishing trust is a continuous process, and failures can immediately impede development. Furthermore, various communities and geographical areas may experience considerable differences in the efficacy of participation. While certain areas have achieved success with partnership models, others continue to face persistent problems with friction and mistrust. The discrepancy shows that additional national standards and procedures are required. 
Even while the UK police force is now far more diverse and engages with diverse communities more effectively, there are still many obstacles to overcome. Although the number of women and members of ethnic minorities in the police has increased, more work is still required to remove obstacles to advancement and guarantee that there is no exclusive culture within the force. Similarly, community engagement initiatives have proven to be helpful; nevertheless, they still require expansion and enhancement to effectively address issues of bias, trust, and cultural competence.
Policing tactics need to be continually reviewed and modified with a commitment to openness, responsibility, and inclusivity in order to properly account for the variety of the UK. Targeted training police officers, strong monitoring procedures, and continual community discussion are crucial elements of a policing paradigm that may successfully support multicultural society.
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