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‘SOC presents a chronic threat to the UK and has a corrosive effect on our communities and our economy. It affects more UK citizens, more frequently than any other national security threat, killing more of our citizens every year than terrorism, war and natural disasters combined’ (NCA, 2022).

Serious and organised crimes (SOC), as stated by the quote above from the National Crime Agency (NCA) is crippling the UK in a number of ways, in order to critically evaluate some of the threats SOC has on the UK it is first essential to understand exactly what SOC is defined as. The Home Office (2018) defines SOC as individuals planning, coordinating and committing serious offences, whether individually, as a group or as part of a larger network. The main offences that SOC covers are illegal drug offences, human trafficking, and economic crimes. These offences in particular present a constant threat to UK communities therefore will be a focus throughout this paper. The vast majority of SOC’s are committed by organised crime groups (OCG’s)
Drug offences are extremely common throughout the UK, as reported by the Office of national statistics (ONS) (2022), approximately 18% of adults aged 18-24 reported drug use in the year ending June 2022. Drug offences as an SOC are particularly harmful to communities throughout the UK as drug misuse often causes death ONS (2022) finds that there has been a massive 81% increase in deaths relating to drug poisoning from 2012 to 2021. There were over 4800 deaths related to drug poisoning in the England and Wales in 2021, of these deaths 840 involved cocaine. OCG’s are responsible for many drug deaths as they smuggle drugs such as cocaine into the UK to be sold. Over half of OCG’s in the UK are directly involved with Drug offences, As detailed by Crown Prosecution Service (CPS), it is estimated that 30 tonnes of cocaine are imported into the UK annually. 
As well as causing death, drug offences harm communities by bringing violence and exploiting vulnerable people, through county lines drug smuggling. County lines smuggling as described by O’hagan (2019) involves transporting drugs from urban areas such as cities into smaller more rural towns. This is done as a way to expand a OCG’s criminal network as well as evade law enforcement as there are less police in rural areas. OCG’s often exploit children into smuggling drugs through county lines through coercion and threats, the reason children are often used is because they are less suspicious to law enforcement. County lines in particular is extremely cancerous to communities as it creates a drug problem that was not previously there, in addition to exploiting vulnerable people by invading their homes through coercion and violence to establish a drug den, this is known as ‘cuckooing’. 
In addition, to causing death and exploiting vulnerable people, OCG’s utilising involved in drug offences often create violence amongst other gangs and groups, as suggested by the NCA (2022) there is often violent competition between OCG’s to control drug the drug supply in the area, this violence influences the community generating uncertainty and fear. Violence and drug offences go hand in hand as suggested by House of Commons Library (2023) knife crime in England and Wales has increased 34% in the last decade, this corelates to the increase in drug deaths as referenced above. This reinforces the hypothesis that there is a link between increased drug misuse and increased violence. In addition, juveniles aged 10-17 made up 18% of offenders given disposal orders due to carrying knives. This supports the fact above that OCG’s groom and exploit children to carry out their duties.
The effect drug offences have as a SOC on communities in the UK is extremely toxic and harmful the OCG’s engaging in these offences cause death through drug use as well as exploit vulnerable people such as children in order to avoid law enforcement in addition to inciting violence with rival OCG’s. These effects combined result in communities being fearful and distrusting as well as creating a bad reputation in communities. This supports the quote above by the NCA that SOC’s have a chronic effect on UK communities.
OCG’s commonly use drug offences as a way to generate revenue, as conveyed by the Home Office (2020) the drug market in the UK is worth an estimated £9.4 billion a year. These OCG’s often use this money in order to pursue other SOC’s such as modern slavery.



Modern Slavery is an extremely difficult SOC to monitor as it is a hidden crime meaning there may be victims of modern slavery all around us. Commonly, OCG’s traffic victims from eastern Europe or south Asia with hope of a better life in the UK as discussed by the NCA (2023). these victims are often lied to and led to while the criminals exert control by confiscating their documents such as passports as well as withholding earnings from victims. The most common types of modern slavery as suggested by the MET Police (2023) are forced labour, where victims will be forced to work long hours on extraordinarily little pay, sexual exploitation, where predominantly female victims are forced to work in the sex trade such as prostitution. And criminal exploitation where victims are forced into a criminal trade such as drug offences.
The majority of modern slavery victims are vulnerable therefore are susceptible to exploitation, as supported by AntiSlavery (2023) in addition as many of the victims are from overseas, they are often not aware of the laws in the UK. Furthermore, as these victims are being forced into a life of crime in many cases, they believe that they cannot escape as they have broken the law. The issue of modern slavery in the UK is getting worse, as reported by the ONS (2020) there were 5144 modern slavery offences recorded by police in the year ending March 2020 which is a substantial increase of 51% from the previous year, moreover there was a 68% increase in calls to the modern slavery helpline in 2018. More shockingly, new data from ONS (2022) reveals that in the year ending March 2021 there were 3239 modern slavery offences recorded involving a child, an increase of 27% compared to the previous year, additionally its reported that between January 2019 and February 2022 36% of cases referred to the national referral mechanism were due to cannabis cultivation. This suggest that as discussed earlier, OCG’s are exploiting vulnerable children to cultivate and sell drugs to evade law enforcement. In addition, this also highlights how many SOC’s link with one another, OCG’s often use child modern slaves to sell their drugs. It is important to note these numbers may be much higher due to the hidden nature of modern slavery.
The SOC’s discussed above have had disastrous effects on communities throughout the UK. However, as the original quote from the NCA above reports, SOC’s also have a corrosive effect on the economy. SOC costs the UK taxpayer billions in the government's pursuit to tackle the issue. The House of Commons (2019) reports that SOC costs an estimated £37 billion. £8 billion of which is due to economic crimes such as fraud and money laundering.
Fraud is one of the most common economic crimes. As explained by the NCA (2023) there were 3.4 million incidents of fraud between 2016-17 however this figure may be higher as similarly to modern slavery, fraud is a hidden crime that’s underreported. Victims of fraud are typically elderly or other vulnerable people. The consequences of fraud can be disastrous not only financially but emotionally and psychologically. This ties into the quote above by the NCA that SOC’s have a corrosive effect not only on individuals but also on the economy due to crimes such as fraud.
Another common type of economic crime is money laundering. Money laundering as defined by CPS (2021) is the process of converting the proceeds of crime into seemingly legitimate assets. For example, if a criminal was to make thousands of pounds through drug dealing, they would not be able to use bank accounts as it would arouse suspicion. Therefore, laundering money essentially cleans the money in order to use it for legitimate purposes. 
Fraud and money laundering can have devastating effects on the UK economy as reported by the NCA (2023) criminal money flowing through the economy highlights the fragility of said economy and therefore damages the UKs international reputation, in addition, major financial institutions such as banks may withdraw their operations within the UK if there is a high volume of economic crime. This in turn will contribute to the collapse of the economy. If the issue is not managed or pursued there is the possibility of penalties and sanctions being imposed by EU or US authorities again exacerbating the problem.
SOC’s very often tie into one another well, and commonly when an OCG is facilitating one SOC there are more than likely involved with another. An example of this as reported by CPS (2022) where members of an OCG were jailed for drug offences as well as money laundering, in addition to people trafficking. This is a real-life example of the SOC’s of drug offences, modern slavery, and economic crimes all working hand in hand. Regarding the quote at the beginning of this paper from the NCA, this effectively proves how SOC’s are a chronic threat to UK communities through drug offences and modern slavery. And, to the UK economy through economic crimes such as fraud and money laundering.
In terms of combatting the issue of SOC’s, significant investment needs to be implemented to keep up with the growing complexity of SOC’s reports NCA (2019) currently as mentioned above the damage to the economy is catastrophic therefore if the investment is met and there is significant progress made in fighting SOC groups it will pay dividends as money lost due to SOC’s may be recouped and the overall cost of SOC’s on communities and the economy may fall. In addition, previous strategies such as organised crime strategy (2013) have not been adequate as the issue has increased since the release of the strategy. Development is essential to finally tackle the complex issue of SOC’s as current rate of crime is already spiralling out of control.
[bookmark: _Int_6jvhZeIQ]To conclude, in light of the quote at the beginning of this paper, it is clear throughout the information available that SOC’s have as it says a corrosive and poses a chronic threat to communities and to the economy, respectively. It is also clear that the issue of SOC’s is specifically complex as SOC’s commonly intertwine creating a spiderweb of crime which is extremely difficult to tackle. The effect on communities is particularly devastating due to the death and harm caused by the drug trade as well as the exploitation of vulnerable people in cases such as cuckooing and forced criminal labour. The economic effects due to crimes such as fraud need to be a particular priority as if the possibility of the collapse of the economy is very real. Overall, the investment and research into SOC’s needs to be pursued much further as currently the issue is increasing. 
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