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The rights of a child while being under child protectionThis paper is to enable practitioners on information that outlines the rights of children who have been neglected and/or abused by an adult. The paper will also outline information on the rights of a child in accordance with UNCRC and welsh government law   






h The United Nations Convention on the rights of the child (UNCRC) is a legally binding agreement that is international. The UNCRC sets out a child’s economic, social, cultural and civil rights. Every child is intituled these rights despite of race, abilities and religion (save the children)
“ In 2011, we decided to take an extra step and make the UNCRC law in Wales. This law is called the Rights of Children and Young Persons (Wales) Measure 2011. The Measure has changed the way we work. It means we have to consider children’s rights in everything we do.”(Welsh Government,2015)



Article 6-Childs Right to life and Develop
“There is a comprehensive set of provisions in criminal law which set out a number of offences that relate to the preservation of life.  Some relate specifically to children, such as an offence under section 1 of the Children and Young Persons Act 1933 (cruelty to children), section 1 of the Infanticide Act 1938 (infanticide), and section 5 of the Domestic Violence, Crimes and Victims Act 2004 (causing or allowing the death of a child).” (UNCRC,2010)
· The EYFS (2012) explains how children should be given the provisions that will ensure the child’s individual development, this includes the child’s Personalities, abilities and talents. The framework helps adults support a child’s development that is individual to them. 
ARTICLE 3-Best Interest of the child
“States parties undertake to ensure the child such protection and care as is necessary for his or her well-being, taking into account the right and duties of his or her parents, legal guardians, or other individuals legally responsible for him or her, to this end, shell take all appropriate legislative and administrative measure.” (UNCRC,). 
· Article 3 is an important part of the United Nations Convention on the rights of the child, as it has an effect on most of the other articles that are within the agreement. 
· All adults who know and care for a child should always think about what is best for the child, within their day to day life. Ensuring the child is well cared for and protected.
· The Welsh government have set out core aims basics on the UNCRC. Article 3 comes under aim 1, it states “Have a flying start in life and best possible for their future growth and development.” (Welsh government, 2016).
·   It important to share any information with the reverent agencies, if you believe the child’s welfare is at risk, always ensuring the best intentions of the child. 
· Information can be shared with agencies such as, speech and language, health visitors, social worker and so on. All these agencies put the child at the centre of their work. 


 	Comment by donna duffield: Everyone who works with children has a responsibility to share any information that has a bearing on a child's welfare as early as possible.Article 6, continued.
· The human rights in the curriculum for Wales 2022, has many points that are in line with article 6, these are
1. Are building their mental and emotional well-being by developing confidence, resilience and empathy.
2. Applying knowledge about the impact of diet and exercise on physical and mental health in their daily lives.
3. Face and overcome challenge.
These human rights are in place to protect and gives freedom to all people, including children.
 



Article 20-Children Deprived of family
“A child temporarily or permanently deprived of his or her family environment, or in whose own best interests cannot be allowed to remain in that environment, shall be to special protection and assistance provided by the state.” (UNCRC,2010)

· Article 20 ensures children who cannot live with their families are looked after properly within a different environment for example foster care, adoption, or in some cases an institution for the care of children.
· Wales have a legislation that is in place to protection children all around the country, the legislation is called Rights of children and young persons (Wales) measures 2011. This legislation states,
“states parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that the child is protection against all forms of discrimination or punishment on the basis of status, activities, expression opinion, or beliefs of the child’s parents, legal guardian or family members”


Article 19-Protection from violence
“States Parties shall take all appropriate legislative, administrative, social and educational measures to protect the child from all forms of physical or mental violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploitation, including sexual abuse, while in the care of parent(s), legal guardian(s) or any other person who has the care of the child.” (UNCRC,)
· It is important for practitioners and parents to understand that a mild smack is not unlawful although parents who smack their child and course physical injurers such as, abrasions, bruising , swelling, grazes, may be charged with assault and causing actual bodily harm holds the penalty of a fine up to £5,000 or five years in prison.(Antrobus.L 2009) 
· The children (abolition of defence of reasonable punishment) (Wales) Bill 2019 states
“will seek to protect children’s right in relation to the duty set out in article 19, of the UNCRC, the rights to protect from all forms of violence, in doing so, the children in wales will be offered the same legal protection from physical punishment as adults.” This means children have the same rights of anyone over the age of 18 when they have had violence used against them, in any context. 
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