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[bookmark: _Toc99604012][bookmark: _Toc100153376]introduction
This supporting document presents an elaborate discussion of the points made in the group debate. The statement of the debate was based on ‘If the use of technology necessary for the elderly UK population?’ and our group was in favor of this statement defending the fact new technology is necessary for the elderly UK population. Digital technology has given us the ability to do things easier particularly during the quarantines and those who has been admitted to hospital. It helped us to communicate, shopping, entertainment, education culture and work. While many over-75s are using the internet more for shopping or keeping in touch, some older people have been unable to access free Wi-Fi and computer equipment or training at public spaces such as cafes, libraries and local centers during the pandemic, and many others are physically unable to use a computer or simply not interested in getting online (agebuk, 2022).  
[bookmark: _Toc99604013][bookmark: _Toc100153377]Standpoint
Yes, use of technology is necessary for the elderly people in UK. 
[bookmark: _Toc99604014][bookmark: _Toc100153378]Views supporting standpoint
[bookmark: _Toc100153379]Digital technology and independent living for elderly people.

According to (Nikou et al,2020) digital technology such as online healthcare portal enable elderly people to live in dependently at home for longer period of time. Independent living, in this context, refers to the freedom elderly people have to live their lives in way that they find important. Agreed the use new technology has always been necessary for elderly people in UK particularly digital technology. Since the invention of digital technology, the progress has been made to improv daily life and healthcare for elderly people. The apps and hardware were created to make it easy for elderly to access to healthcare system, entertainment, interaction with their family or friends. When it comes to artificial intelligence it can be used for treatment assignment, screening, diagnosis and so on, so that they can learn similar groups of subjects, associations between subjects feature and outcomes of interest.” The increasing availability of healthcare data and rapid development of big data analytic methods has made possible the recent successful application of artificial intelligence in healthcare” Jiang et al (2017). Additionally, artificial intelligence has changed the elderly people’s life particularly when it to healthcare setting. Since artificial intelligence improve the way NHS dealing with very complex diseases like cancer, cardiovascular diseases, diabetes and so on. The debate agreed the new technology is part of elderly daily life because it assist them to socialize, banking, medical need and so on. 

[bookmark: _Toc99604016][bookmark: _Toc100153380]Complexity of new technology  

Humanity has always a reserve to adopt innovation particularly the elderly people. However digital technology is complex cause there is many hardware and software which is not simple to use or just Insafe to use for elderly people. As many as 77 percent of seniors report that they would require assistance were they to try and learn how to use a smartphone or tablet. Additionally, of those who are already on the internet but not use social networking site, 56 percent say they would need help to connect with friend and family (Pew Research,2014). The crucial factor for adaptation of digital technology in elderly people is the usability and accessibility. Digital technology can promote independent living for elderly people however it can increase loneliness in some cases. 

[bookmark: _Toc100153381]Pressure of digital technology on elderly people

In our modern days digital technology put enormous pressure to the people of all ages particularly the elderly in UK. Because most the public service are digitalized which is confused them or put them in enormous pressure to learn how to use the hardware or software. Furthermore, the digital technology pressure is in they all aspect of live from shopping, healthcare, mobility and so on. 
[bookmark: _Toc99604018] 
Other views on the debate
Digital technology is not a necessity according to other view on the debate. Argued the elderly can live without using a new technology in UK because it so complicated for elderly to understand and adopt to new technology. Argued the elderly are afraid to use digital technology because lack of perceived benefits or need. According to (Eurostat, 2017) 9 percent of seniors at the age of 75 or over have sever visual impairments, and 18 percent have sever hearing limitation in the EU. However, hearing limitation and visual impairment do not stop elderly people using digital technology because there is some device design for people visual and hearing limitation.


Statistics of elderly people using a digital technology in UK
The internet and mobile phone usage is high is the elderly population and it is increasing every day particularly during the Covid-19 and quarantine period. “The good news is that internet use in the 65-74 age group is increasing – it rose from 52% in 2011to 83% in 2019, and the current situation is likely to speed that increase. If the COVID-19 pandemic has made us all realise something-it is the power of digital technology” (ageing-better.org.uk, 2020). Additionally, those numbers may increase during the pandemic. According to (ageuk 2018) 80% of people aged 65-74 and 44% of those age 75 used internet recently. 
 

[bookmark: _Toc99604019][bookmark: _Toc100153382]Impact of COVID-19 on use of digital technology for elderly in UK
COVID-19 made a significant change in the lifestyle of the people particularly for elderly people. Due to lockdown during the pandemic the movement of people has been restraint, gathering and visit has been banned particularly visit to the care and nursing homes. However digital technology made a significant impact on elderly social life because there were using an internet and phone to communicate with, they family and book an appointment to see they GP virtually. COVID-19 increase the use of digital technology in the elderly population because there was the only way to connect with other people. According to (ageuk, 2021) since the onset of COVID-19, the public sector, business, and entertainment provider have increasingly turned to digital technology.  


[bookmark: _Toc99604020][bookmark: _Toc100153383]Conclusion 
Healthcare institutions, banks, government bodies and other stakeholders must be aware of the issue of digital inclusion of older people and the government must facility them to work together to support older people through the unique digital challenge they face these days.  
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