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[bookmark: _GoBack]In this paper we shall look at how Confucian family ethics influences individuals within the family as well as society and its rulers. 
Confucian culture began in the Spring and Autumn period and has been in existence for nearly 2,500 years. Confucian culture embodies the most traditional and quintessential mainstream thought of the Chinese nation. It is arguably one of the most traditional and quintessential mainstream ideas in Chinese culture. More than two thousand years later, Confucianism still directs the universal values of Chinese society from top to bottom and is the main representative of Chinese culture and national tradition. 

[bookmark: _Hlk42844095]Compared with western civilization, which pays more attention to individual-centered culture, Eastern civilization thinks that the function of family organization is more important. Unlike western mainstream cultural ideas such as in Europe and the United States, where the children grow up to be adults and have to be independent, Confucianism attaches more importance to maintaining strong bonds between family members over a lifetime. Family is still very important in the west, but people may not treat it different from the concept of ‘country’, where as people in the east do not distinguish them as much. Once a strong connection is established between family members within the family unit, then we can see the rest of society as a larger individual. We do not have to think of the ‘individual’ as a single person; society could be an ‘individual’ too, whereas in the west the basic idea is of an individual person. For the East there are other units just as basic and important: the individual family and individual society. This idea is the main axis in China's past two thousand years and the whole of Chinese culture. In the different backgrounds of the various dynasties, Confucianism was still the main part of the history that ran through more than two thousand years and was also the center of Chinese culture. This idea, at every level of society, is deeply rooted in the hearts of the people. We could see a phenomenon called  ‘One’s love for the family and the nation’ or ‘Family country’ (家國情懷). On a large scale, the country is one; On a small scale, the family is one; Then, at a smallest point, there is the concept of an individual, independent person. This is also why, in the Confucian classics, there are many detailed notes on the ethical relationships between people within the family. (Mou, 2016) For example, we know the natural love which exists between parents and children. It shows a benevolent father and his filial son (父慈子孝). Couples have their own different duties to perform, the wife and husband are responsible for the division of duties. (夫婦有別) . They must show love and respect at home so the siblings will follow their examples. (兄友弟恭) (Lin and Hong, 2008)

We can see a clear ethical trajectory has emerged from personal ethics to family ethics to social ethics. The whole body of governing the country in a good way comes from keeping such a sequence. This paradox of the country being of paramount importance and the individual of least is shown in the good of the whole depending on every individual playing their role. Therefore, ethical life starts from the birth of a person, and ends with society as a whole. We can imagine this visually from a point of one person, to the lines between people, linking to more people resulting in the weaving of a large net or web. Consequently, in such ethical relationships, it shows that the lines (relationships) that connect one person to another are manifold. A person can be a husband, child, father, superior, subordinate, neighbor or friend, playing multiple roles.
Family as a core component of society

The main reason the Chinese value the function of family in society comes from Confucianism, which attaches importance to the role of the family in the construction of society and assumes that the family is the original root for human growth and development. Confucianism’s masterpiece " Li Ji, The Great Learning (禮記•大學)", says: " The ancients who wished to illustrate illustrious virtue throughout the kingdom (all under heaven), first ordered well their own States. 古之欲明明德於天下者、先治其國Wanting to govern well their states, they first regulated their families. 欲治其國者先齊其家”. This concept shows that Family Ethics is an integral part of Chinese culture. (Chan,2019)
The Confucian pursuit of an ideal family life in "Li Ji" summed up the Confucian moral system in the classic expressions: " fatherliness(父慈)”, a filial son (子孝) ,elder sibling loves the younger sibling (兄良), younger sibling pays respect to the elder sibling (弟悌), a husband should treat his wife graciously (夫義), a wife must obey her husband (婦聽). This, itself is a complete summary of the Confucian family moral concept. (Lin, Hong, 2008)

Confucianism believes that in traditional family life and society, we must start from an individual, who within the home environment absorbs family ethics for learning the main principles of human relationships, which can then be applied in larger social settings becoming social ethics. Entering society, one must know individual morality, family ethics and political ethics. Only once the home is in order, can the country be peaceful, and it will then be possible to go on to build a peaceful world.
It is said that there is an order of how to achieve peace amongst all under the heaven, and all in a nation. It begins with cultivating one's moral character, then the family becomes ordered, so the country could be ruled in a successful way. This also implies that if someone wants to govern the country, one has to be able to rule one’s own family and it must be in this order. First get families in order and then the country.
Confucianism believes that the monarch should promote the method of governance, the core of which is based on morality and benevolence, to achieve the governance of the country. And the changes that must come about first are in the family. These must be based of families which have good traditions, based on moral character. It is on this basis that they will be able to correct the social atmosphere.

Governing the state through filial piety

From the perspective of the ruler, the ‘family’ here refers to the country of an Emperor. If the Emperor wishes to govern the country well, he must first be able to teach the people by his own example, only in that case could he rule the state in great harmony.

The Son of Heaven in Chapter 2 of the Book of Xiao Jing tells the story of a head of state's filial piety, and how to rule the world with filial piety. It says, “Confucius said: the son of Heaven loves his parents, he does not dare to do evil unto other people's parents; the son of heaven does the best to serve his parents with love, and respects other’s parents and he will be able to morally indoctrinate the people and become a model for the world to follow . This is the filial piety of The Son of Heaven” (Xiao Jing).
This is what Confucius meant when he said, "People who can love their parents and who can get along with others, do not have a mundane or vicious attitude." Those who can respect their parents will also show a respectful attitude when dealing with others and will not have a light-minded attitude. Thus, to love the hearts of one’s parents and extend that love to all the people of the world, is to become a model to the whole world. The essence of the ideal family is the same structure and follows the same rules as that of establishing a country, so a gentleman should ensure him and his family learn to be filial so that all members will be loyal to their king also, and this is how people are indoctrinated. This is the filial piety required for being the son of ancient heaven. Therefore, if a gentleman could govern his family well, he would be able to promote governance of a country, which is fundamental for educating people. A country – a society – is itself a kind of family. (Xiao Jing, 2020)


How people are shaped by family culture


The above quotations could help us understand the close relationship between the Chinese family perspective and as a nation. 
The family ethics are a bridge from the individual to society. From one's birth, the family has a very important role for the individual’s socialization. Basically, in the process of growing up, most people will observe the various ethical relations in their family, which becomes the foundation of how the individual sees and comprehends social relations. That is to say, each family’s ethics will determine one's upbringing, which in turn affects one’s behavior towards society as a whole. （Legge,2013）
 
In Confucianism, the personal cultivation of an individual is the most important point of the whole of family ethics. From the beginning this involves studying things to acquire knowledge, then practice, in order to master all kinds of moral conduct and skills. By raising one's virtue, it also strengthens the whole family's relationships at the same time. Therefore, from the point of view of Confucianism, it is very difficult for an individual to be separate from society, each person must be connected with the whole family, and the whole society. In this respect we can see a parallel with the poet Donne who said, ‘no man is an island’. (Donne, 1988)
In the family, Confucian culture is very particular about family members each observing a certain degree of etiquette. In Confucian culture, the traditional concept of family is such an important part that naturally it has had a profound impact on modern society. Although the modern family structure and family function has changed a lot in China, for the vast majority of Chinese people, many have never really wavered from the traditional "family culture" based on the "home" concept, due to the deep connections and emotional bonds from their past ancestors.
The value system of Chinese traditional culture, which is based on the group (family) as the main value subject, is still the leading concept for the majority of people in Asia, so that "no matter when or where, a Chinese person does not appear as a purely single individual, but as part of a group, or as part of a family, or part of a nation, or part of a country", of which the most basic is; part of the family. When a person succeeds, their family is illuminated, and individual success is not noted. The person’s family and ancestors are credited, which also brings glory to the country. On the contrary, a person’s disgrace does damage to the family's reputation immediately, it shames the parents and ancestry of that person in the same manner. The traditional family idea of Confucianism still has a great influence on people's behavior in modern society. Of the three levels: the individual person, the family, society – the first is the most fundamental as it is the foundation for a stable society. The idea of the individual is to be understood only through his or her place in the family. So, individual morality is crucial; but what it requires depends on whether one is raised to be filial and kind. This leaves a very clear difference from the west; and explains the significance of Confucian principles in the family unit and its functionality in promoting country governance through family education.
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