	
	
	



When thinking of the word trust, there are multiple conceptions of understanding. Firstly, there is trust in things such as faith, politics, and companies, but I also believe there to be a different kind of trust within relationships whether that be romantic or platonic. I believe this trust to be able to be formed blindly or researched. I do not think one to be superior to the other, but I do believe that both could be used at contrasting times. The oxford dictionary defines trust as a “firm belief in the reliability, truth, or strength etc. Of a person or thing.” (The oxford paperback dictionary,1994, p.862) This is key word is linked to graphic design through its ability to gain trust from your audience in what you are presenting to them, which is the avenue I wish to investigate. 
This theory is shown in Joe Lycett’s statement of when he asked his niece the question “what do you think art is” she responded with “it’s trust” ‘if you trust something is good, then it is” (Lycett, 2024). This statement changed the way I work within this practice as I found myself consistently questioning whether my work was good enough to become a graphic designer, but within this quote I found clarity in the fact that if I believe my work is good then it is. In working in the creative industry, I believe this mentality to be imperative to claim, as art can be very subjective meaning that taking just one person's opinion can often not give you a correct understanding of the worth found within your work. To second this, I chose to investigate the artist, David Carson. 
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Figure 1: (Davidcarsondesigner, 2024)
His work as can be seen above intrigued me as the description given of this designer is “Self-taught, resolutely grid-free, and unafraid to speak his mind.” (Gosling, 2019) To me this relates to trust as he trusts himself to produce work that reflects him as an individual. In being self-taught, I believe him to be original in thought and yet, he has had a massive influence on graphic design. This can be seen in the quote “Carson's work made designers realize that editorial layouts didn't have to stick to the rules.” (Gosling, 2019) In having no training or beginning in this field he has established himself in my opinion as one of the most influential people in this industry. In Carson being able to gain people's trust in his theories and practices, it has encouraged me to believe that success in this field is not on a repeated path but through originality. In his work I enjoy his sense of freedom or ‘trust’ in himself, there is a visible sense of vulnerability as it feels like his art is a form of speech for what he is thinking and feeling at a given time. The art piece above particularly grabbed my attention as it feels as though it is commanding you to do something through its harsh black lines and closeness of the collage pieces. It however, also has a feeling of a thought process as the intense ‘scribble-like' patterns feel like there is an idea forming on the page that is not yet fully formed drawing you in to discover its meaning. 

Perserverance is a quality that I have been attempting to have throughout my life. I feel that especially in my years at university thus far, I have been aspiring to persevere through the challenges that have come my way. In my understanding, perseverance is about knowing where your current limits are and trying to attain them or surpass them. Furthermore, I feel like this word could fall under the statement ‘in spite of’ in multiple issues. Despite gender, disability, mental health, or personal issues you continue to try your best to succeed. Getting through the bad to reach the good in life, to have a goal and to put everything in to making it become a reality. The oxford dictionary defines perseverance as to “continue steadfastly, especially in something that is difficult or tedious” (The oxford paperback dictionary,1994, p.597). This description ties in with my own ideals of this word, as it insinuates this word is about the effort and determination you filter into a goal or a task at hand. However, it does not touch upon the idea that you would be doing this in despite of something, you could argue this would fall under the ‘something that is difficult’ category, but I feel like to battle societal norms is not something you continue through but something you do despite of. Roosevelt's theory incorporates this in a separate way by stating 
“You gain strength, courage, and confidence by every experience in which you really stop to look fear in the face. You are able to say to yourself, 'I have lived through this horror. I can take the next thing that comes along.'” (Roosevelt, 1960, p.29). 
Their theory suggests perseverance is gained through firstly going through trauma to then build on yourself through this to gain this quality. This differs from my theory as it suggests that perseverance is something to be gained through experience not learnt. 
For this key word I wanted to investigate the Dada movement as when thinking about this movement I feel it is the epitome of perseverance as they found a way to be creative when it was hardest. 
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