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Good morning!  Today I'm going to talk about the story of Confucius. 
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Confucius was born in 551 B.C, passed away in 479 B.C  aged 73 years old. He had 3000 students that learned from him, among them, 72 students who were proficient in the Six Arts. (Rites, Music, Archery, Charioteering, Calligraphy, Mathematics)
Confucius’ greatest achievement in his life was education, although he had great political ambitions.
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Before Confucius, education in China was a noble privilege. He pioneered education for everyone. He founded the first private school in Chinese history, teaching without social exclusion. He could perfectly integrate technical education with education on conduct.  Confucius advocated that teachers set a good example first to teach students, and that before asking students, teachers should be willing to do it themselves. It was the accumulation of his experience, that teachers and students could achieve mutual progress through teaching and learning.  Confucius was a learner and teacher all his life -” I am learning without satiety, instructing others without being wearied”.
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· Confucius’ academic thought has had a long-term influence on China. From the Han dynasty (206 B.C) to the Qing dynasty (1912), the core of the educational system and political infrastructure has been Confucianism. No matter how the dynasties changed, successive monarchs all followed Confucianism as the rule of state, until the 20th century. After World War II, China lost confidence because of defeat, and criticism of Confucius  hit China. But now China is getting richer and stronger again. Prime Minister Xi advocated the restoration of traditional culture. Traditional culture and Confucianism are inseparable.
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The influence of Confucius on China, and other countries in Asia, has spanned some 2500 years. From the ancient times to the present, when China is strong and wealthy, there is one thing in common: it combined governing with benevolence.
 And this is exactly the central idea of Confucianism. Confucius was honoured as the Most Holy Teacher and the Teacher Exemplary for a Myriad of Generations.
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Confucius organized and deleted those tedious or unsuitable for circulation down to about 300. This allowed the Book of Songs to be handed down and preserved. Confucius used the book’s poetry to teach his students and emphasize the practical use of poetry. Confucius stated:” 300 songs described in one sentence is: only true nature of thought.

The Book of Songs included Six Classic Books in total: Book of History, Book of Rites, the lost Book of Music, the Ancient Text of the Zhouyi and Spring and Autumn Annals. The Six Classics meant that the ancient culture/civilization could be passed down to modern times, with over 5000 years of culture continuing and still alive. “If God did not make Confucius, the world would be like a   long dark night.” someone said about 1700 years after Confucius passed away. 
Sima Qian who was a famous historian of the early Han dynasty. In the book of recognized as a model history books, “the Records of the Grand Historian”: “Many kings and great men in history enjoyed fame and honour while they lived but came to nothing at their death. Only Confucius, when he was still alive, was just a civilian. But after passing, for over ten generations until now, scholars regard Confucius as a Master. The emperors who reigned after him, discussing the six arts of China, regard Confucius as the authority. We could call him a sage, indeed. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
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The First Private School for everyone in China

Confucius pioneered education for everyone.

-Fu Pei-Rong,2013: page 209 line 19



Set a good example to his students.



Learner and Teacher all his life



Confucius teaching, picture from scroll 500AD
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The first literary work in China





Confucius compiled the Book of Poetry Songs



It facilitated the book handed down and preserved
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