


There is an on-going struggle to internationally define terrorism, Davis (2013) states that the United Nations have been debating a definition of terrorism since 1963 with various committees yet they have failed to do so. Fridlund (2019) suggests that there is often speculation to label certain acts, that are ideologically motivated, as terrorism which can falsefully create the impression that terrorism is “reserved” for anti-western and Islamist political violence. Though there is no international definition of terrorism, the UK Government have produced a definition to give them the ability to prosecute criminals, CPS (2019) state that the definition of terrorism that’s used in the UK comprises of an offence that uses the threat or actual use of action, designed to influence government organisations or to intimidate the public. For an offence to be considered terrorism it must be for the purpose of promoting a political, ideological, religious, or racial cause. There has been a long-standing threat of terrorism, Kettle (2016) suggests that the most famous case of counterterrorism is Guy Fawkes who attempted to assassinate King James I of England in 1605, and the plot was driven by religious motivations. Newsome (2017) explains that terrorism is changing over time, and that the term “new terrorism” refers to religious terrorism which has become more prevalent in the 2000’s. Newsome also states that “new terrorism” focuses on aiming to kill as many people as possible, as often as they can, and regularly in the most violent way feasible. Greene (2017) considers the idea of introducing multiple definitions of terrorism, rather than the singular definition set out in the section 1 of the UK’s Terrorism Act 2000, making it possible to increase the breadth of the definition, with the aim of it being dependent on each circumstance of attack and covering a wide range of varied offences. 
Raja (2019) provides somewhat of a timeline of ISIS’ rise, and states that in 2014 the terrorist group marched into Iraq and conquered the large city of Mosul, which was arguably their entry into the global arena, though this was not their year of creation. Raja explains that ISIS, who are also referred to by several other names such as ISIL, IS and Daesh, came into force after the United States invaded Iraq, thus providing the conditions for ISIS to develop. Shirlow (2014) explains that ISIS perpetrate extreme violence, often attacking humanitarian aid groups, and are known worldwide for their brutal beheading videos as well as kidnappings and suicide bombings. ISIS are known for their recruitment of fighters world-wide, the story of Shamima Begum, who is referred to as a “ISIS bride” by Raijna (2021), highlights that ISIS are recruiting and grooming individuals from the UK as well as many other countries. The rise of terrorist organisations causes a great threat worldwide as it seems no country is safe, Schumann (2016) identified the role that social media plays in attracting recruits for terrorist organisations, it is stated that ISIS published 1,000 videos, 15,000 photographs and 20 magazines online in 2015, these can be published on all social media sites including Facebook and YouTube, not only does this help to recruit individuals to join ISIS, but it also helps to advertise their beliefs and ideas. Social media can add an extra sense of danger as its censorship is hard to control, and as the social media platforms seem to be considered trustworthy it can affect how people perceive the propaganda they are viewing, often making it seem more valid, as supported by Schumann (2016). It is incredibly difficult to censor social media sites as it poses a threat to privacy, however, Macdonald (2017) explains that an internet forum was created with the partnership of Google, Facebook, Twitter, and Microsoft with the aim of disrupting terrorist activity on their websites. Macdonald explains that ISIS supporters have moved their illegal activity to a cloud-based website which means their activities are encrypted and often impossible to trace, this highlights the incredibly difficult task that governments and other services face regarding counter-terrorism strategies. 
Terrorist organisations often target children as tools for propaganda during their attacks, according to Watkin (2017). Watkin explains that photographs of children, who have been killed by bombings and attacks from western countries are used to attract sympathisers and create anger as well as attempting to justify the terrorist’s radical behaviour when attacking back at the west. Not only does ISIS use the death of innocent children to their advantage, but they also use children as soldiers, Bloom (2016) explained how children were witnessed as culprits of suicide attacks in which 54 people were killed when the bombers ambushed a wedding in Turkey. Bloom (2016) also explains how ISIS can recruit these children so easily, it is said that ISIS have control over schools and their curriculums in countries such as Syria, as well as control over mosques, this allows the terrorist group to engineer fully controlled states, where children often have no choice but to believe in ISIS ideology being spread through their controlled education and lack of freedom. 
Often, terrorist organisations and groups do not merely focus on attacking the countries that they control but depending on their beliefs they attack widely. Terrorist groups such as ISIS regularly recruit “lone wolves” from other countries as converse with them to plan attacks, BBC (2016) focused on the shooting that occurred in an Orlando nightclub which resulted in the devastating deaths of 50 individuals and injuring 53 more. According to BBC the suspect had ties to Islamic State after he called the emergency services whilst carrying out the fatal attack and pledged his loyalty to the terrorist group, the suspect is said to have been influenced by propaganda and content that he had seen online, this highlights how the modern use of social media is helping terrorist groups to share their ideology and have affects worldwide. 
The Orlando attack was considered a mass shooting, though it is common for terrorist groups to adapt how they are carrying out these attacks. Arguably, it is easy to have access to a firearm whilst living in USA due to their laws, and they are incredibly useful when aiming to hurt many people at one time. There is a severe concern that terrorist groups will develop to using nuclear bombs in the future, Downes (2016) identified that individuals who were known to be linked to ISIS had taken part in surveillance of a Belgian research facility which increased fears and speculation that new, and considerably more dangerous weapons might be used by the group.
Often, individuals who are inspired by Terrorist groups such as ISIS and Al Qaeda, and who carry out lone attacks and develop their own weapons and tactics are referred to as Islamic Extremists. Pilkington (2017) stated how important it was to define radicalisation and extremism within society following the Manchester Arena Bombing attack, Pilkington also explains how it is difficult to identify radicalisation to avoid violent extremism. There is much debate within the UK regarding how to deal with radicalisation and extremism, Kirkpatrick (2017) believes that criminalizing individuals ideological views rather than real violence will not prevent terrorism as Teresa May’s conservative government had hoped when considering new legislation for a new criminal offence regarding targeting and challenging non-violent extremism. The UK Government has the difficult task of preventing and responding to terrorism, from both attacks made directly by terrorist groups and by those who are inspired by them, without discriminating and alienating certain groups of people such as the Muslim community. Hargreaves (2018) argues that the Prevent Strategy, which is the UK’s counter terrorism strategy, is discriminating against the British Muslim community as there is arguably an unfair targeting of these individuals. 
The UK Government (2011) developed the Prevent strategy as the UK faces several terrorists’ threats, and it is part of the wider CONTEST counter-terrorism strategy which aims to prevent individuals becoming terrorists or supporting terrorism in any way. UK Government (2018, P.7) published the CONTEST strategy developing upon the original strategy, which was produced in 2011, as the threat of terrorism, both in the UK and worldwide is continuously increasing. The increasing threat of terrorism is arguably due to the rise of Daesh as they can direct and inspire attacks across the world. UK Government (2018, P.8) explain the framework of the “four P’s” which are prevent, pursue, protect, and prepare. The “four P’s” are in place to help stop individuals from becoming terrorists or supporting their cause, to stop terrorist attacks by actively seeking out individuals that pose a real risk, to strengthen the UK’s protection against terrorist attacks happening and to alleviate the impact that terrorist attacks can have on the country and society. 
There is a changing threat of terrorism in the UK, which can arguably be harder for the UK Government and public services counter. Gardner (2019) identified how the terrorism threat in the UK is incredibly different to what it was during the uprising of ISIS in 2014. According to Gardner, ISIS are struggling to reach the last stage of their terrorist plots and plans as they are being intercepted and ISIS fighters and members are largely dispersed geographically with the aim of avoiding capture, though their online presence where they spread their extreme propaganda is still prevalent. Booth (2020) identified that the terrorist attack in Vienna, which saw a sympathiser of ISIS opening gun fire, killing, and injuring several people, as well as two attacks in France, encouraged the Joint Terrorism Analysis Centre to upgrade the terrorism threat to severe. BBC (2016) highlighted the events that occurred during the Paris terrorist attacks, the ISIS soldiers targeted bars and restaurants, a concert hall, and outside a stadium. The attackers were said to have been wearing suicide-vests which are explosive bombs that terrorists often use to kill themselves as well as kill/harm civilians surrounding them. Not only did France suffer devastating affects during the attacks in Paris, but it also went on to suffer another attack in Nice which saw a new tactic being adopted by a single man rather than a group, like it did in Paris. The Nice attack highlighted how terrorism can be adapted and still cause damage. Borrion (2016) states that terrorists are using new tactics such as hitting pedestrians in vehicles, whether it be a car or in this case a lorry and causing severe damage in public places that wouldn’t usually be a concern. Prior to attacks such as the one in Nice, most terrorist attacks were assumed to take place in built up areas with many people, such as a stadium or concert hall, but this attack called attention to the fact that terrorists can strike at any time no matter how many people are in the vicinity. Borrion explains that terrorists are adapting to using every-day items, such as vehicles, to cause harm to other people, this creates a challenge for governments as arguably the threat of terrorism can not always be countered. Greene (2017) sought to explore how this change in terrorist tactics are affecting the UK, the London Bridge terrorist attack which was carried out in 2017 shared similar characteristics to that of the Nice attack, in which the terrorists carried out a “low-tech” attack, using knifes and vehicles. The London Bridge attack was again linked to ISIS, but Greene explains how this could be negatively encouraging the terrorist group to feel as though they have a worldwide reach, even when evidence suggests there has been no contact between these “lone wolves” carrying out the attacks and ISIS themselves. As again supported by Greene, linking individuals to “so called” terrorist groups can create the idea that the attackers are carrying out these acts for a reason and giving them some-what of an excuse for this, this can be incredibly dangerous as it can inspire other people, who have no connection to an established terrorist group to carry out similar attacks. 
The media plays a serious role during and after terrorist attacks, they can produce false news due to the speed at which they report these events. Sambrook (2017) highlights how Channel 4 had to apologise for a grave mistake they made when reporting about the Westminster attack, their quick attempt at reporting meant they shared the name of an incorrect suspect who in fact had no link to the event and was serving a prison sentence at the time of the attack. This case highlights how easy it is for fake news to be shared and published online, Awan (2014) explains that the success or failure of a terrorist attack can not be measured by the number of casualties, but rather it can only be gauged by how much attention the attack receives from the media and how it is shared and spoken about on social media, this is arguably said to have been a major success for ISIS as they often receive much attention in the media. Awan also explains that in previous years ISIS were known to take hostages, some of which were British, and use their capture and ultimate brutal murders to create theatricals on social media- arguably more needs to be done to censor online viewing within the UK but as previously stated it is not simple as increasing censorship since the UK is a democracy. 
[bookmark: _Hlk87564494]How Governments should respond to increasing terrorist threats which are changing over time is a common debate, Veilleux-Lepage (2017) explains that the use of vehicle-ramming is a relatively new terroristic technique, however its routes can be traced back to Israeli-Palestine conflicts, vehicle ramming was said to have been the second deadliest form of attacks carried out by the Palestinians against Israelis, with stabbing being the deadliest. The increased using of knives in terrorist attacks is also a concern within the UK, Booth (2021) referred to the recent killing of MP Sir David Amess which has been confirmed by police as terrorism. Booth also commented on the death of Labour MP Jo Cox in 2016, which resulted in the development and implementation on Operation Bridger, which was created to protect MPs security whilst they were away from parliament. The death of MP Amess has recently imposed a stark reminder that terrorism is always a risk, and the government must respond to this accordingly. 
Increased security measures are being considered and implemented across by Governments to ensure the safety of the public is upheld. After the murders of MP Jo Cox and MP David Amess increased security for Members of Parliament from their local police forces whilst they are in their constituencies, as supported by Stewart (2021). Anderson (2017) states that between the months of March and June 2017 the UK was affected by 4 separate attacks resulting in the deaths of 36 innocent people and the serious injuries of almost 200 individuals. After the attacks shocked the nation, Anderson (2017, P4) identified that MI5 and Counter Terrorist Police identified how they need to develop to prevent future attacks. Some of the 126 recommendations included the need to enable wider sharing of data and information that’s been gathered, as well as investigating of all terrorist threats regardless of the ideology behind it. 
It is difficult to evaluate the success of ISIS’ attacks, methods, and tactics since there is arguably no true measure of success. The public might measure a terrorist groups’ success by the number of people that they kill and injure during their attacks as that is how they view the aims of terrorist groups. Though terrorist groups might attack, only killing or injuring a small number of people, like the murder of MP David Amess for example, this can still be regarded as a successful to those groups due to the large media coverage it receives therefore still giving recognition to terrorist groups. It is clear that in the modern day the tactics and attack methods being adopted by terrorists are changing, though they often are not causing such large-scale devastation that happened in the 9/11 attack they are using the techniques and equipment that they have available to them and still causing fear and harm in different ways than what the world expected. 
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