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Overview
My topic is focusing on the interwar period which is from 1918 – 1939. Personally, I find this a really interesting time period for dealing with the topic of appeasement. Also, my choosing to focus on the role and impact women had on appeasement and foreign policy in the inter war period allows a slightly different approach to a well-documented topic. I chose this particular topic because the interwar period is a time that is filled with so many interesting events. This period also represents a time where people are recovering from what they called the great war, which was so fresh in their minds they were anxious to avoid starting another war on a global scale. This provides us with people that are so apprehensive to avoid a war they are willing to do whatever they can. It also tests people’s limits on what they are willing to sacrifice to maintain peace. I chose appeasement and foreign policy as the focal point in my chosen time period, as international relations at this time allow for some really interesting discussions between Britain and other countries. 	Comment by Charlotte Smith: Lead with this!
My question therefore will be along the lines of ‘what was the extent of women’s role/ influence when dealing with the policy of appeasement and foreign policy in the interwar period?’ My reasons for choosing this particular question are that it focuses on the time period, the topic and the historiographical approach. It also allows me to have a starting point for me to answer in my dissertation. 
Historiography 
[bookmark: _Hlk21644547]In my dissertation, I intend to use a range of primary and secondary sources to help support my argument. The primary sources I intend to be using are letters, diary entries and newspaper articles. When using letters for a primary source, it is important to understand whether these letters were written with the intent of them becoming public. However, letters are a great primary source as it can allow us to gauge the personal information on the individual or recipient that we wouldn’t usually get in other source materials. Another example of being able to gauge information on an individual’s opinions and ideas are diaries and journals. Most of these are written with the intent to stay private so the source is usually pretty honest. Problems with using diaries can be that they are pretty vague on credible information and are usually unobjective. Newspaper articles are great as a primary source. First, it’s a different person writing about another person or event which is great to be able to gauge people’s opinion at the time. Secondly, the information from the newspaper itself helps provide us with evidence that does not come from the actual text. Finally, newspapers tend to be pretty objective. An example of using letters comes from the papers of Beatrice, Ida, Hilda and Ethel Chamberlain. This is a collection of papers and letters that cover the time period of 1918 – 1939. It also gives us a wider context as the collection starts in 1857 and ends in 1963. The following materials are available at the university of Birmingham which are accessible to me by being near to where I live. The current diary example comes from the Austen Chamberlain Diary Letters which show the correspondence between Hilda and Ida and Austen Chamberlain. The diary covers the time period of 1916 – 1937 which supports opinions on the interwar period. Finally, the materials are accessible at the national library of Wales. The newspaper examples come from the British national archives where are many little examples of these women’s efforts involving politics. 	Comment by Charlotte Smith: Add a bit on the actual materials – concrete examples

The secondary sources I am using are mostly books that help provide additional insight on my topic. The two main books that I am focused on at this point in time are Tim Bouverie’s, Appeasing Hitler; Chamberlain, Churchill and the Road to War and Julie V. Gottlieb’s ‘Guilty Women’, Foreign Policy and Appeasement in Inter-War Britain. Bouverie’s book is important to my argument as although it is a fairly new book it approaches the topic of appeasement in a slightly new way. This new approach that Tim Bouverie does is draw on archival materials in a way that is fresh and not just repeating that information. He analyses these sources in a way that is interesting but also intelligent.  He also uses new sources which allows him to have new information to support his argument. Although it is not specialised on women’s impact on the topic of appeasement, it does have particular snippets of information important to my argument as well as providing a general overview. Gottlieb’s book is particularly useful as it is solely focused on women’s role and impact on appeasement. This is important to my argument as it is very rare to find a different approach to the subject of appeasement and to have an entire book will give insight to strengthen my argument. There is limited scholarship on women’s impact on foreign policy during the interwar period, but this does not mean there is limited evidence, it just shows the more traditional approach is to just focus on the men. Gottlieb, in her book, does justify the need for a women’s approach to appeasement and foreign policy. She does this by opening up the idea that women were not just victims of appeasement and foreign policy but a key part that earns some women the term ‘guilty’. This book is also important as it provides insight into current historiographical trends. Gottlieb’s work particularly presents an argument of women’s impact in certain events in history. An example of this is her book, ‘Feminine Fascism’ where she looks at British women’s role in the fascism movement. Regarding the way Gottlieb structured her book ‘Guilty Women’, she explained women’s impact on foreign policy and appeasement by informing us of the wider context to explain to us women’s roles in international affairs. She also makes sure to use case studies such as Annie Chamberlain. She also draws on public opinion and the role women had behind the scenes. 	Comment by Charlotte Smith: Not quite clear what the new approach	Comment by Charlotte Smith: is	Comment by Charlotte Smith: Does not
The pros of using books as secondary sources are that for each book the author has been able to collectively bring all their research together to form clear and concise arguments. However, the cons of using books as secondary source include the fact that evidence can be interpreted different ways depending on the person. Additionally, the facts can be lost or misunderstood over time which can affect the originality of the original source. 
Structure 
[bookmark: _Hlk21647747]I plan to follow a clear structure, including an introduction, a main body of text that will be divided into three sections and a conclusion. In my introduction, I will introduce my chosen topic by giving a general overview of the subject. This overview will be relevant as it will set up what I intend to discuss in my dissertation. I will then go on to state my research question and how I’ll plan to answer it. It is important to show that I understand current scholarship and how any gaps/flaws give me opportunity to present my argument. The next step of my introduction is to outline any key sources I intend to use. Finally, I will give a brief overview of how I intend to set out my dissertation. 
Next I will move on to my main body of work which I will split into three sections.
My first section will detail the topic, I will give particular examples on the foreign policy that is relevant to my question. My current plan is to give a detailed description on certain policies and then analyse them accordingly. I will do this by asking questions such as ‘what were the roles played by women regarding this policy?’ and ‘would the outcome of been more successful if there were more women or were these policies destined to end this way?’ 
In my second section I will discuss particular case studies. For this I will look at specific British women such as Hilda Chamberlain and her sisters Ida, Beatrice and Ethel. I will also give an overview of ordinary women during this time period and what the general census was on female opinions of appeasement and British foreign policy.
In my third and final section I will look into the role of women in Germany and those particular women who travelled to Germany in order to try their hand at diplomacy. This chapter will be a mix of a general overview of women in general and specific case studies. 
Finally, in my conclusion I will summarise my research question and highlight any particular discoveries I found in my research. This will be accompanied with an outline of what I’ve contributed to the historiography of the topic in my three chapters.
It is important to understand that research is an ongoing process and that the way the chapters are divided may change between now and the deadline. 
Methodology 
The first step of my dissertation required reading and research on the general overview of my topic. Personally, I researched the time period from 1919 – 1939 looking at Britain and their relationship with other countries specifically Germany. However, other countries, mostly in Europe, came up in my research. From there, I started to look into international treaties such as the treaty of Versailles and how that was linked to the events of appeasement. At the same time, I began researching certain women that had come up in my initially reading as I found it was a unique way to look in depth at the topic of appeasement. 	Comment by Charlotte Smith: Add a footnote here with examples of secondary
Concerning the evidence, I need for my dissertation, I will access them through online resources and visiting some archives where there is no online access. Lampeter’s own library will contribute to accessing reading materials as well as the national library of Wales which holds some archive materials that will contribute to my argument. The British Newspaper Archive will allow me to access any materials there which I will use as evidence to support my argument. 
My next course of action is to start engaging in my primary source material which will allow me to gain a clearer understanding in how the chapters of my dissertation will be separated. A more detailed analysis of my primary sources will allow me to spot any themes or trends with the whole range of resources.  
In regards to the historiographical approach of gender, my approach is looking at whether the role of women had been hidden away from the traditional historiographical approach. It is useful to look at historiographical trends such as the attempts to write women back into history. Any example of this is shown by books and articles where there are few accounts solely focused on women in certain events and time periods. For instance, the rewriting of female scientists back into history. 

Aims 
My expected outcomes for this dissertation are to determine the role women played regarding appeasement and foreign policy and the impact they had on the outcomes. My aim for this dissertation is that it contributes to the historiography of the argument. 
It is also important to note that my current structure may change as my dissertation progresses.
Also, the knowledge that I will probably gain further evidence as I continue to read and research my topic through the process of writing my dissertation is something to be considered. Another one of my aims is regarding my use of case studies. I hope that my three chapters maintain their coherence and that they all relate to one argument.
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