Reflection Paper 

In this section of the assignment I will reflecting on my experience conducting a child protection conference, for the child protection conference my role was a social worker and the chair person. 

During the process of researching for my role, I found it useful to watch examples of conferences on YouTube to get a visual idea of what my role involved and what a child protection conference was, because before this module I was unaware of what a child protection conference was and what it included. 

It became clear to me that the role of a chair person was an important role because it involved keeping a structure to the conference, ensuring that the professionals were on board at all times because it was vital we did our upmost best to maintain the safety and welfare of the children experiencing significant harm. An initial meeting with the family prior to the conference call was a vital part because this allows the chair person to explain to the family the process of the conference call, what they should expect and for them to ask any questions they may have. The parents of the children did not attend the conference so this didn’t apply however, reports were given to the family by myself as their social worker due to their absences in the conference.

 The conference had come into place under the (All Wales Child Procedure 2008), section 47 when concerns were raised about the children who were at risk of experiencing significant harm. 
As the chair person, it was essential I was aware of the relevant Acts and legislations which support the children involved. For example, (The Children’s Act 1989) which highlights the meaning of significant harm which the children were experiencing. 
As the chair person, I took the reasonability to decide to change the names of the children under the (General Data Protection Regulation 2018) to protect their identity and welfare from further significant harm. 

Prior to this module I had a vision and basic knowledge of what a social worker is and what type of work they conduct however, when researching I was able to expand my knowledge and understand the role more. When conducting my research, I discovered that a social worker would get involved with a family when they receive a referral and review it to see what actions need to be taken next. The social worker would complete an initial visit to the family home to find out the extent of significant harm the children were experiencing and discover whether the children needed to be removed from the family home if the children are experiencing immediate danger.
The social worker would put in place visits to complete at the family home to get to know the family more and discover what kind of the support they may require. 

I was unaware that a social worker has to see the children in question when they visit the family, after the Victoria Climbie inquiry 2003 this was put in place as a tool to help establish further the type of significant harm the children are experiencing for example if they are experiencing physical abuse it would be difficult to know that if you do not see the child. 

When researching I was able to expand my knowledge on the different types of abuse that may occur, using the (National Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children
 2012) guide they highlight all aspects of abuse and the categories the abuse fall under. Before this module I was aware of different types of abuse however, some were more unfamiliar than others. I feel now I have a better understanding of what abuse is and how to identify different kinds of abuse. 

During this module, I worked in a team with other professionals, while learning about the module and researching for the assignment I found that multiagency working is a key principal in delivering the best outcome for the children. In previous years there have been miscommunications between professionals and agencies such as in the case of Victoria Climbie where miscommunication happened which resulted in the loss of her life. It was essential that we all worked together and made each professional aware of any concerns or changes regarding the children, no matter how small that may be. 

Working as part of a multiagency is a positive aspect because each professional has a different view and sees the children and family in different ways therefore, we are able to exchange information that one person may not come across. This includes my role as the social working knowing the family from a home basis and a key worker for the child, having more knowledge of their education and behaviour in school. Multiagency can have an impact in detecting early risks of significant harm before they get to a stage of immediate danger. As my role as the social worker I was able to deliver information that I found from the family home for example, seeing how the children were treated at home and what the home environment was like. From my personal research, I found that working in a multiagency is the correct way in producing the best come out for the children. Working in a multiagency requires sharing of responsibility for the family and the children, (The Children Act 2004) highlights that everyone is responsible for reporting the concerns of the children that they may have at any point. 

As part of a multidisciplinary team we have the core duty to log any concerns, to put in place support and plans for the family and children. 

Working as part of a multiagency also includes having positive relationships with the family from reviewing the (Murno report 2011) they highlighted the importance of child, family and professional relationships because this will not only have a positive impact for the children involved but also the family. The family will feel comfortable to speak to the professionals if a relationship has been built. The All Wales child Protection procedures 2018 state that we should ensure we are involving the family because we are there to help the family and not to be against the family. 
From doing my research I found that social workers have a negative profile of what they are, but the main role and reasonability of a social worker is to ensure the best support is in place for the family and the children.  

In previous years when parents found their children difficult to deal with they would have them put into care however, that is no longer the case parents now have a parental responsibility for their children. (The Children Act 1989) and (The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child 1992) (UNCRC) article 9 both highlight that children are best place in the family home if it is safe to do so, that is why multiagency is important because each professional can provide different support for the family and the children to help them cope with the challenge’s they may be experiencing. 

This module gave me the opportunity to not only learn about my role as a social worker but also learn about other professionals that would be involved in the life of a young child, for example a key worker and a health visitor were the two additional professionals that I worked along aside to ensure the welfare and needs of the children were met. I did not need to conduct detailed research regarding the other professionals but it was interesting when we came together to exchange ideas and work. Each professional has a similar view but from different aspects. I found that working as part of a team was the best way to deliver this module but also the best way to help the children. 

Before completing this module, I had little knowledge regarding legislations and Acts which are in place for children. However, from doing research and learning about all the different legislations and Acts I have been able to expand my knowledge and awareness. This will benefit me for my future studies and my future as a practitioner for children, I am now able to put forward my knowledge into my studies, placement and future jobs. I am aware of the current and up to date legislations and Act, I also understand the importance of ensuring that I keep up to date with them. This is to keep my knowledge up to date but also because legislations can change and it is important I am aware of any changes. 

 I now have the base to be able to refer to these legislations and Acts in the future with confidence, I also now know where to go and who to make a referral to if my concerns are not answered by my manager for example. If I feel that someone in a setting is not working to a standard that should be, I know I can make a referral about this. 
 I feel confident that I would be able to take the correct action to protect any child I may think is experiencing significant harm or at risk of experiencing significant harm. 

I believe this module has been an overall excellent module to complete because I feel it has been beneficial to my learning and future practice. When I first reviewed the module, I was unsure of why we would be covering a child protection conference but now the module has been completed I feel at an advantage with my knowledge now. I have been able to learn in great detail what a child protection conference is, what it involves and how it is used. I feel confident now I am able to inform people what a child protection conference is for example a parent that will have to attend and may not have heard of one before. The module has enabled me to learn about different professionals in great details which I may have not looked into if it wasn’t for this module, I feel that I have a better understanding of the professionals there are which work closely with young children. I feel that I have a clear vision of my choices of what I could become in the future in regard to a profession. 

This module has enabled me to expand my knowledge and understanding to the extent where my practice approach has changed. I feel confident now that I can take action if I think a child is experiencing significant harm in my placement or future work place. I feel that I have the basis to be able to refer any concerns to my manger and that they would take appropriate actions and if they did not take into action my concerns I know that I am able to take this further above my manger to a senior of the setting. Before this module I understood I had an important duty in protecting the children in my care but this module has shown me how extremely important my role is, sometimes I could the only person who is there for the child therefore, I need to ensure that I am always on board with the children and I pay attention to every detail when the child is in my care. I understand that accidents happen and no person is perfect however, I need to ensure that the parents and children are all receiving the correct support they did and that the parents feel they can talk to me if they have any concerns or need guidance in any way I could help with. I know that I can refer to many different Acts, laws and legislations to ensure that I am following correct procedures but also other practitioners around me. I feel confident I can bring these aspects to life in settings to ensure they are not forgotten about and that they are used in practice on a daily basis.   

Before this module I had strong values in areas such as choice, independence, respect and partnerships. I don’t think my values have changed however, I do feel stronger about the values I hold. 

Some aspects were difficult when completing this module but overall, I feel what I have gained from completely this module outweighs the small difficulties which I came across. This includes trying to work around other professionals to meet up to work together. 
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