A historical family narrative
The sound of a bag of gold landing in your hand is always satisfying, but when its being donated to build a church it is humbling. Mr peter Chardon brooks was devoted to improving Boston and the lives of its inhabitants. As a successful self-made businessman, the wealthiest in Massachusetts he considered it his responsibility enable the education of his fellow man. His philanthropic endeavours built schools, places of worship and funded the arts. “Anne my dear, our successors will be artists, authors, and poets. the brooks name will be known for its contributions to culture” he would say, and these words were passed down for generations, discussed at great dinners in grand houses, admired by academics, statesmen, authors, poets and fine artists that carried his name. 
The death of his father in 1781 left fifteen-year-old peter with the responsibilities of the family farm in Medford, lands that had been in the brooks name since 1660 when acquired by his ancestor Thomas Brooks, one of the first puritan settlers in Boston. As a forward-thinking young man peter had been telling his reverend father for some time that working on the family farm was not advancing them and that the future was in business. Only by obtaining wealth could they vault the family name and estate. so, with the passing of Reverend Edward brooks young peter took an apprenticeship at a boat insurance company, walking the 7 miles to work in Boston each day. Peters hard work, quick mind, charm and dedication lead to him succeeding his employer and going on to be one of the 100 richest men in America. As well as being a patron of the arts Mr brooks had a reputation of being a fare and gentle man, paying good wages and claiming few personal expenses. 
What a legacy to be proud of, with this blood flowing through my veins I can visit grand houses, towns and forests that grew from the seeds planted in my name. The endeavours of this great man that died 171 years before my birth lead to my submersion in literature, poetry, music, and painting. Enabled my small mind to be fed and nourished with culture, my tiny fingers to play on violin strings and my adolescent legs to dance in mirrored studios. When my mind drifts to you I think of peter Chardon brooks the 4th , my own maternal grandfather, A kind intelligent man, educated at Harvard, an institution that benefited from his namesakes funding. I wonder if you were as kind and gentle as he.
I cannot help but feel gratitude to this man for the privilege of culture that has been passed down to me. Whilst seated at beautifully laid dining tables in grand company I have listened to stories of his generous donations to Harvard and his love of the arts, but never was the word slave included? The less documented history of peter Chardon brooks is the less popular one. As a boy her grew up on the brooks farm with family-owned slaves carrying out heavy labour, and even though he was only fifteen when the Massachusetts slaves were freed, slavery in America was not abolished until peter was forty. Sadly, there is a lot of evidence to support the reality that the family fortune was largely made insuring slave ships. 
As I search through family records, I cannot find mention of the names of these slaves that were owned by my ancestors, individuals have become lost and their histories non-existent. Acknowledging the truth that my rich maternal heritage is built on money paid by men that kidnapped and enslaved other humans is jarring. I want to find out if this man struggled with his conscious, if he was pleased or outraged when the family slaves were set free, and of course I was hoping to find that he was active in working towards the abolishment of slavery. In reality he profited hugely from the American trade boom during his working years and retired at the age of 36, five years before the abolition.  
The recoded narrative is swayed by the conscience and pride of the successors, not one willing to dirty the name.  nobody wants to record, “my great fathers travelled to America and fought to slaughter the natives and steal their land, worked the fields by the hands of enslaved Africans and then went on to achieve historical glory by earning a fortune from the slave industry.” 
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