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Task 2: Essay Writing - Pharmacy Services
Introduction
Pharmacy services involve healthy access to drugs and general health guidance in the community. Community pharmacies are used in most cases as the initial health support point. Pharmacists fill out prescriptions, provide medical consultation on drugs, and can be used to administer certain immunizations as well as to cure minor conditions. They are a part of the broader health system and they assist patients of all ages (NHS, 2023).
Origins and Historical Context
Pharmacy services evolved after the efforts of apothecaries in the 17th and 18th century. The apothecaries made and sold medicines to the population. With the increased scientific nature of medicine in the 19th century, training and regulation became necessary. The Pharmaceutical Society of Great Britain was inaugurated in 1841 to enhance the education and standards of the profession (Royal Pharmaceutical Society, 2024). This was a significant move towards making pharmacy a recognised health profession as opposed to a trade.
Pharmacy services were also influenced by the establishment of National Health Service in 1948. NHS ensured that healthcare was free at point of consumption. This added pressure on drugs and consultants. NHS integrated community pharmacies, which were subsidised to fill out prescription and offer advice to the population (Anderson, 2007). As years passed, their functions were enlarged to include providing the medicines and offering the medical services of the population in general and managing long-term conditions in particular.
How Pharmacy Services Function Today
Pharmacy services are today being performed in the community, hospitals and other healthcare setting. Doctor and other prescribers give prescriptions to community pharmacies. They also offer the necessary services, including testing medicine safety, advice on minor illnesses, and self-care. Most pharmacies provide high-level services, providing such services as vaccinating against the flu, measuring blood pressure and quitting smoking (NHS England, 2023).
Pharmacists have to undergo university training and register with the General Pharmaceutical Council in order to practise. They have high professional standards that they adhere to in order to provide patient safety. Pharmacists are now able to access patient records and distribute information to other healthcare professionals through digital systems. This enhances communication and minimizes medicine errors. There are, however, threats to pharmacy services including funding requirements and staffing shortage. The workloads might increase, and the amount of time within which the patients may be consulted with might be restricted, or so may be the quality of services. Nevertheless, pharmacies are still one of the most available health services in the UK.
Significance in Enhancing Quality of Life
Pharmacy services are a valuable contribution to the enhancement of life. They offer convenient health counsel information without having to make an appointment. This saves on time and assists individuals to cope with minor illnesses at the initial stages. Conditions can be avoided at an early stage. Pharmacists also reconsider medicines of the patients having long-term illnesses like diabetes, asthma and heart disease. Such reviews reduce the side effects and enhance the outcome of the treatment (The King’s Fund, 2022).
Pharmacies are also involved in the health of the population. They provide health promotion and vaccination programmes. Their easier accessibility by older people and individuals with limited mobility is due to the fact that pharmacies are found in local communities. This enhances the equal access to care. Pharmacy services can assist in increasing the level of independence of people and living a healthier life by promoting safe use of medicine and health education.
Conclusion
In conclusion, the services of the pharmacy have evolved since the primitive apothecaries to a skilled controlled healthcare provision. They were influenced by historical events like the establishment of the Pharmaceutical Society and the establishment of the NHS. Pharmacies today offer basic and advanced health services in the society. They are subjected to pressure of funding and workload, but they are important in enhancing patient safety, and access to care and general quality of life.
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What is a residential care home?


A residential care home is a place where adults live.


Staff give support with daily tasks.


This includes help with washing, dressing, meals and medicines.


Residents may stay short-term or for long periods.


Care homes aim to keep people safe and well (Age UK, 2024).



Short history 


Care for older people began in small houses and almshouses centuries ago.


In the 19th and 20th centuries, hospitals and workhouses also cared for older people.


Over time, private and local authority homes grew.


Today most care homes are run by private companies and charities.


Regulation and inspections were added to raise standards. (Care Quality Commission, 2020).



How a residential care home works today


A home has managers, nurses (if a nursing home), care workers and support staff.


Staff make care plans with each resident.


Care plans list needs, medicines and personal likes.


Staff record care each day.


Homes work with GPs, community nurses and therapists.


They also follow rules about safety and staff training.


Homes must meet standards set by law and by regulators. (NHS, 2022).



Two main challenges


1) Staff shortage and high staff turnover


Many homes find it hard to hire and keep staff.
Low pay and long hours make jobs hard.
High turnover means less continuity for residents.
Homes then use agency staff. Agency staff cost more.
This can make care less consistent. (Skills for Care, 2021).


Impact:


Less time for one-to-one care.


More stress for remaining staff.


Risk to quality and safety.


2) Funding and rising costs


Many homes rely on local council fees and private payments.
Costs for food, heat and staff keep rising.
Council funding is limited.
Some families cannot pay high fees.
Homes may cut services or close.
This reduces places for people who need care. (Age UK, 2024).


Impact:


Fewer available beds.


Longer waits for funded places.


Pressure on hospitals and families.
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