Graveyard Survey at St. Peter’s Church, Lampeter to identify and examine the cultural impact of war graves.

Abstract.
This report will outline the findings of a graveyard survey conducted at St Peter’s church, Lampeter. The survey will identify and examine war graves found within the graveyard and  discuss the cultural impact that the war graves have on the local community. These will include graves of individuals listed within the registers of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, as well as those who are named on family graves as having lost their lives during the two World Wars. The survey will relate any graves found to the local war memorials and /or other features of remembrance in the town of Lampeter. The survey will discuss the broader sense of remembrance felt within Lampeter, and in particular the expressions of intense and personal feelings felt by families.
Keywords: Commonwealth. Graves. Lampeter. Remembrance. War.

Introduction.
Graveyards are often seen as both visually pleasing, and distressing locations. They can stir up memories of painful losses in the past, and anxieties concerning the future. They are viewed as public spaces where a person declares their identity and position in society. They also provide intriguing perspectives on how perceptions of death, burial, and remembrance have evolved (Mytum, 1998, p.1). 
Cemeteries, like those on the Western Front, that feature memorials to those who lost their lives while serving in the military during the 20th century, feature an almost remarkable consistency, where virtually endless rows of somewhat modest but dignified headstones serve to emphasise the enormity of the loss. The infrequent and dispersed presence of such headstones in local graveyards clearly draws an image of death and relates those who died to a specific moment of history (Mytum, 2008, pp.59-60).
[bookmark: _Hlk161572840]This report will outline the results of a graveyard survey conducted at St. Peter’s church,  Lampeter. The survey was conducted to identify and examine war graves found within the graveyard and to discuss the cultural impact that the war graves have on the local community. There has been a church at St. Peter’s since medieval times. The current church building was built between 1869 and 1870 (Lewis, 1997, pp: 24-28). Figure 1 is a satellite image of Lampeter, with the site of St. Peter’s highlighted in blue. Figure 2 is an aerial photograph of the graveyard.
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Figure 1, Satellite image of Lampeter with St. Peter’s church highlighted in blue (CWGC).
[image: An aerial view of a cemetery
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Figure 2. Aerial photograph of the church and graveyard (RCAHMW, 2024).

Method.
The initial focus of the survey will be to locate and identify the graves of individuals listed within the registers of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission, (CWGC) as being buried at St. Peter’s Church. A secondary focus will be to identify the graves of individuals who are not listed in the CWGC registers but who are named on family graves as having lost their lives during the two World Wars. It is recognised that these individuals may be buried elsewhere or may be missing in action with no known graves. However, their families have felt it necessary to commemorate them on the family gravestone. 
The survey will expand its focus to relate any graves found to the local war memorials and  other features of remembrance in the town of Lampeter. This survey will not examine the graves of Polish nationals buried in the graveyard, as this is the focus of a separate graveyard survey.
To assist with the survey, which will involve walking the graveyard and examining every grave. A sketch plan will be completed of the graveyard and all war graves subject of the survey marked on the plan. Each grave will be given a basic reference, which will be recorded on a spreadsheet. The spreadsheet will record details of all the war graves found and will specifically document features such as type of gravestone material, colour, condition, location within the graveyard and orientation, epitaphs, and links to local war memorials.
By completing this spreadsheet, the broader sense of remembrance felt within Lampeter will be identified, and in particular the expressions of intense and personal feelings felt by families. The epitaphs in particular will highlight these feelings. 
Photographs will be taken of all war graves identified, to establish their proximity to family  and also to their relationship with the space within the graveyard. The survey will attempt to answer questions such as who cares for the graves? Are they part of the CWGC program of care? Are they lost in time or from bygone era when remembrance was an important part of community life?

Results.
In the UK and Ireland, there are more than 306,000 commemorations at more than 13,000 locations for the people who died whilst serving in the Commonwealth forces. Of these, over 170,000 are burials. They are found among other graves in every type of burial ground (CWGC, 2024; Historic England, 2024, p.7).
Examination of the CWGC registers for St. Peter’s church has found that there are seven graves listed. Five are First World War graves and the other two are Second World War graves. Figures 3 and 4 are copies of the relevant CWGC registers. Both registers have hand-written notes and symbols on them. Although there is no indication what these symbols mean, by a process of elimination whilst conducting the survey, it was identified that a red star next to an individual indicates that a CWGC headstone was not erected and that these individuals will have headstones of different style probably erected by their family. This is the case for the graves of Tom Daniel and David Ellis on Figure 3. Private Ellis’ grave was found to be a cross on a pedestal within a small family plot. His mother is also commemorated on the cross. Private Daniel’s grave could not be located, and it is considered to be among the many graves in the graveyard that have fallen due to disrepair.
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Figure 3. The page from the CWGC register for WW1 burials at St. Peter’s church, Lampeter (CWGC, 2024).
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Figure 4. The page from the CWGC register for WW2 burials at St. Peter’s church (CWGC, 2024).
In addition to the graves listed on the registers a further six graves were identified as being family graves which have a memorial to family members who were lost during the two world wars. Three are for First World War losses and three are for second World War losses. 
Figure 5 below is a spreadsheet listing all graves found (Author, 2024).
[image: ]
Figure 6 below is a sketch plan by the author of the graveyard with the location of all identified graves marked in red. 
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In addition to the burials, the church has a stained-glass memorial window to the memory of  John Charles Edmunds-Davies who fell during WW1 and is buried in France (Crampin & Hammond, 2017, pp.18-19). Figure 7 is a photograph of this window.

[image: A close-up of a stained glass window
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Figure 7, photograph of the stained-glass memorial window to John Charles Edmunds-Davies (Crampin & Hammond, 2017, p.18).
Discussion.
Most of the war graves identified during this survey were found to the north of the church. They were found within the more modern 20th century graves, with the CWGC graves  appearing to have been randomly sited amongst the local graves. This is a very cluttered and untidy part of the graveyard. Two of the CWGC headstones are of the traditional Portland stone, with one placed within a family plot. Three of the CWGC headstones are made from slate. This not unusual in Wales, where, due to its geographical location this type of stone was more frequently used (Morgan, 2016, p.156).
In contrast to the other war graves, the Sturdy brothers are buried to the south of the church within the older part of the graveyard. They lie together, next to what appears to be an unrelated grave. There is a notable difference in their placement. They appear to be in a more serene and peaceful area, under some trees and with a considerable amount of space around them. Their placement appears to be deliberate as is more visually appealing. Surprisingly, their parents’ graves are to be found in the northern part of the graveyard.
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Figures 8 and 9, the slate headstones of the Sturdy brothers, lie together (Author, 2024).
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Figure 10, grave of W. J. Howes, of Portland stone, squeezed in between other graves in the busy northern part (Author, 2024).
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Figure 11, the cross headstone of  Ellis, within a family plot, but unkept (Author 2024).
The epitaphs on graves more than anything else, provide a glimpse into the sense of loss felt by families. Epitaphs are “masterpieces of compact emotion, will speak to you of love, joy, grief and pride, hope and despair” (Wearne, 2016, p. 7). Figure 12 a spreadsheet of epitaphs (Author, 2024).
[image: ]


All of the burials identified at St Peter’s are commemorated locally on war memorials. All except one are on the Lampeter memorial, whilst Tom Daniel is commemorated on the Cwmanne memorial. [image: A statue of a person in a park
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Figure 13, Lampeter War memorial (Author, 2024).
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Figure 14, Cwmanne War memorial (Author, 2024).

A family's experience at home, where they did not witness the violence of war but endured the losses because of war, was more distressing than can be imagined (Tarlow,1999, pp.152-153). In parish graveyards, family memorials honour the departed as a member of the family and the community in addition to their service as a soldier (Tarlow, 1997, pp.112-113).
The Lampeter and Cwmanne War memorials list 81 individuals who have lost their lives during war. Of these, only fourteen are buried or commemorated at St Peter’s church. They form a small part of communal remembrance. An expanded survey would be beneficial to fully understand the impact that the loss due to war has on this community. However, the brief glimpse provided by this survey has established that the losses were deeply felt. Their pain emphasised on epitaphs to those buried locally and to those who are buried far from home or are missing with no known graves. 
It is unfortunate that the graves within St Peter’s appear lost and forgotten. Perhaps a sad reflection of modern irrelevance to past conflict. A survey report cannot fully explain loss since it lists only names. The impact of loss is felt more when faces are put to those names. After all, “it’s about people, rather than stones” (Tierney, 2012).
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Grave Epitaphs Welsh to English transaltion

A Until the day break and the shadows flee away

B Rest in Peace

D Memory is the only friend that grief can call its own

E Arise, shine for thy light is come

F Ar ol ein holl flinderau dwys cawn orphwys yn y nef After all our grave weariness we find rest in heaven.

G Diangfa dragwyddol geir yno ar bechod ar gystudd a phoen Eternal escape is found there from sin from affliction and pain

I Cariad mwy no hwn nid oes gan neb, sef, bod un roi ei einioes droes ey gyfeillion No one has greater love than this, namely, that one lays down his life for his friends

L A cham na ellyd berswadio ni a beidlasom gan ddywedyd ewyllys yr arglwydd a wneler A step that could not be persuaded we bided saying the will of the lord be done

N There shall dawn a radiant peace
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David Sturdy Harry Sturdy John Henry Howell David Clarence Ellis ~ Thomas Cyril Roberts

John Simon Jones  John Charles Edmunds-Davies

(Portraits from [West Wales Memorial Project, (2024))
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CWGC listed graves.

Ref. Name Regiment Period Date of death Age Stone type Stone colour Features Epitaph Near family Condition Location Orientation Memorial

A Walter John HOWES RAF WW2 29.3.1945 22 Portland White Plastic flowers Y N Good North of church East Lampeter

B David Stephen JONES RAF WW2 15.3.1941 29 Portland White Grave furniture Y plot Good North of church East Lampeter

C Tom DANIEL Royal Army Service Corps WW1 18.2.1919 31 Not found Cwmann

D H. D. C. ELLIS RAF WW1 13.5.1919 25 Cross White Cross in plot Y with mother Poor North of church East Lampeter

E John Henry HOWELL Royal Naval Reserve WW1 3.6.1916 22 Slate Slate Nut & bolt Y N Good North of church East Lampeter

F D. STURDY Royal Garrison Artillery WW1 13.10.1919 36 Slate Slate Nut & bolt Y N Good South of church East Lampeter

G H. STURDY South Wales Borderers WW1 27.6.1921 29 Slate Slate Nut & bolt Y N Good South of church East Lampeter

Non-CWGC listed graves.

Ref. Name Regiment Period Date of death Age Stome type Stone colour Features Epitaph Near family Condition Location Orientation Memorial Buried

H Thomas Cyril Roberts Welsh Regiment WW1 11.11.1917 22 Marble Black Family plot Y Family plot Good North of church East Lampeter Dozinghem, Belgium

I David Basil Jayne Royal Artillery WW2 15.2.1945 22 Marble Grey/black Family plot Y Family plot Good North of church East Lampeter Mierlo, Netherlands

J Sidney Rowland Jones RAF (VR) WW2 30.10.1943 29 Marble Grey/black Family plot Y Family plot Good North of church East Lampeter Missing

K Evan Thomas (POW)? WW2 Apr-41 Marble Grey/black Family plot Y Family plot Good North of church East Lampeter Missing

L D Roderick Thomas Army Service Corps WW1 27.2.1917 21 Marble Grey Family plot Y Family Plot Fair North of church East Lampeter Salonika

M John Simon Jones Manchester Regiment WW1 30.4.1918 22 Marble  Black Scroll top Y Family grave Fair North of church East Lampeter Missing

Other memorials.

Ref Name Regiment Period Date of death Age Memorial type Location Features Epitaph Condition Location Orientation Memorial Buried

N John Charles Edmund Davies Royal Welsh Fusiliers WW1 12.4.1917 23 Stained glass window St Peter's In church Lampeter Abbeville, France


