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Both Community based Policing and Neighbourhood Policing are concepts of policing that are community focused. The Dorset Police (DP) website describes Neighbourhood Policing as a commitment by the police, with the use of service providers such as community schemes, to improve the quality of life for people in the community by working together to target the issue identified by local people (DP, 2019). In a Neighbourhood Policing report, published by the Police Foundation (PF), it describes the three simple roles that Neighbourhood Policing looks to achieve, they were: Providing a visible presence, to engage with communities and to tackle their concerns through ‘problem solving’ (PF, 2018). But there are many different definitions by different sites on what Community and Neighbourhood Policing actually is, and many different opinions on its effectiveness in practise rather than just theory.
An article in the Theme and Variation in Community Policing journal, by Jerome H. Skolnick and David H. Bayley (1988) mentions how Community policing does not always achieve unifying elements such as community-based crime prevention and increased accountability to the public due to problems such as resource limitation and expectations of the police role. However Skolnick and Bayley (1988) later go on to mention that although this style of policing will face many obstacles it will likely grow due to the benefits to the public from ‘enhanced crime prevention’ and ‘police accountability’.
There is also a publication, by Mike Brogden and Preeti Nijhar (2013) on Community Policing, describing Community Policing as a ‘grand philosophy that is community sensitive, accountable and transparent’. Brogden and Nijhar (2013) go on to say that it is a style of policing that is determined by strategies and tactics, along with outcomes based on community consent. More casually described as a return to the old idea of ‘bobby-on-the-beat’, Brogden and Nijhar (2013) relate this image to the use of ‘pragmatic commonsense’ when dealing with issues in local crime and disorder. There is some merit in this idea as although some other forms of policing look good on paper, such as a militarised  approach, when used practically it does not hold up to what policing specifically is about. Whereas an idea like Community based policing seems to hold itself to what the role of a police force should be striving for, the keeping of peace and cooperation within the community it serves. 
The City of London Police (CLP) website claims to adopt a Community Policing style, saying that it is ‘at the very heart’ of their daily policing duties, that aim to protect the 300,000 people living, working or visiting the city of London (CLP, n.d.). The CLP state that the ‘structured approach’ of Community Based Policing allows them to focus their efforts and energy on working with residential and business sectors within London, while also allowing them to maintain a street presence (CLP, n.d.). The CLP then go on, saying that by being able to position their teams to work with communities as well as be on the street, it allows a smarter, more efficient relationship between the police and the public (CPL, n.d.).
David A. Sklansky, a professor at Stanford who teaches criminal law and policing,  also gave his opinion on Community Based Policing whilst being interviewed on another style of policing, ‘Militarized Policing’, by the Stanford News (SN). When asked ‘how does militarization interfere with community policing?’ Sklansky stated that:
“At the heart of Community Policing is the idea that police department need to work in close consultation and cooperation with the public. The focus is on the neighbourhoods and social bonds, and the strategy depends on building bridges between the police and the community, not on fortifying the police as a “thin blue line”. Community Policing is about making the police less, not more, of a paramilitary organisation.”

Sklansky. D (SN, 2014)

The idea of building bridges is very important for Community Policing; it is all about cooperation and positive foreword thinking about communities’ best interests. In ways it can make a community more confident in themselves, not just the police. The community can be proud of themselves, feeling a sense of pride and safety knowing they can work closely with the police force. 

Another description which looks quite positively at the idea of Community Policing comes from the ‘End Violence against Woman Now’ (EVAWN) website, which is a charitable organisation that looks to promote equality of woman and also help victims of domestic violence. The website describes community policing as not only an organisational strategy but a philosophy which allows the police and communities to work together to tackle issues of crime, disorder and safety issues (EVAWN, 2011). Following on from this description the site says that from experience, the idea of communities playing a key role in their own safety and security, and are also involved in planning and implementing then community safety and security can improve considerably (EVAWN, 2011). It may be extremely important for a victim of domestic abuse to know what the police are like in their area. By informing themselves on the type of policing it may give them the confidence to come forward about their problem, removing themselves for such vulnerable conditions. 
To see whether these kind of definitions and opinions of Community based policing hold up to what they aim to achieve, we can look at the news and the recent articles which detail some positive community police operations.
Looking back at the City of London police (CLP) they have a detailed section on their website which provides information on recent problems which have arisen and what they plan to do about it. One of these problems is an increase of begging around London. On the 24th May 2019, the CLP instigated ‘Operation Luscombe’ which had the aim of tackling the begging problem in London (CLP, n.d.). They have discussed it as a long term operation which targets begging and related anti social behaviour, working with support agencies to provide support and assistance to everyone involved in the issue (CLP, n.d.). By offering this wide range of support the CLP hope to offer the chance to assist those committing antisocial behaviour and work with them to deal with the root cause in order to support and rehabilitate these vulnerable members of society (CLP, n.d.). Rehabilitation over prison time should be a priority for the police force. Being able to help these people, giving them an actual chance to find a place in society is far more beneficial and also more rewarding then just imprisoning them.
Another problem which the CLP addressed was that of illegal street gambling that was taking place on city bridges, along with illegal street trading. In order to deal with this problem the CLP have stated that they have increased patrols on city bridges, with assistance from local authority enforcement teams (CLP, n.d.). They also mentioned that they have been sharing this information with other local authorities and ‘multiple’ arrests have been made under the gabling act 2005 (CLP, n.d.). It is good that the CLP can give us updates on what they’re doing, letting communities know that their problems are being dealt with. However this was the last update and it was in May of last year, since then there have been no updates which may not be beneficial as people may like to know what the police are currently up to and what in this year they are focusing on. 
Following a news article from the Eastern Daily Press (EDP), the neighbourhood policing in the area has been prioritising anti social behaviour through its ‘Norwich East Safer Neighbourhood Team (EDP, 2020). There will also be a Safer Neighbourhood Panel in Spixworth for people to be able to voice their concerns with the community (EDP, 2020). 
Something else of note worth mentioning is the Police Community Forum (PCF), which is a website filled with news about the police and policing in specific areas. A tool like this could be very important to someone in a community, as it helps to inform them on what is going on and also adds somewhere for anyone to voice their opinion, no mater where they may be. In places where a community is fractured or distant, then it can help to express opinions and possibly link with people of that community who feels the same way. 
Looking at an article from the Lancashire Telegraph (LT), gives us an example of the police not only carrying out police work but working with their communities. The article follows Zack Kerr, a boy with cerebral palsy who had crafted a LEGO police station in honour of his love for the police (LT, 2020). Sgt Hindle of the Hyndburn Neighbourhood Policing team, who went to visit Zack after its construction, said that Zack kept him informed about the progress of his construction through the Hyndburn Police’s Facebook page (LT, 2020). A notable quote from Sgt Hindle from the article reads:

“Policing is not just about locking up criminals, it’s about engaging with our communities. One of the things we are trying to do more of is engage with people over social media and this was an excellent example of that.”
Sgt Nigle Hindle (LT, 2020)
It is an example such as this which can finely demonstrate what community policing is about. Like Sgt Hindle said, policing is not all about dealing with crime. I can be about connecting with communities and being a positive presence. It is important for people to see stories like this, as it gives us an idea of the time the police could put into communities, reassuring opinion and building relationships. 

Community based Policing is not only something that is adopted in the UK but has also been adopted in the USA. Like the UK, it promotes the same message. In a publication from the Bureau of Justice Assistance (BJA), they describe Community Policing as a ‘collaboration’ between both the police and the communities, with the goal of identifying and solving problems within the community (BJA, 1994). It was brought in as a way to ‘promote public safety’ and ‘enhance the quality of life’ in neighbourhoods (BHA, 1994). 
This is very similar to a description of neighbourhood policing found on the Dorset Police (DP) website, which also states that the style of neighbourhood policing promotes a commitment to improve quality of life for communities by working together to target issues identified by the community (DP, n.d.). It is this idea of improving ‘quality of life’ that should appeal to both the public and the police. Perhaps the public should be pushing for a community style police force as it may be in their best interest. 
The BJA talk about how Community based Policing can begin developing a better relationship with the community, enhancing trust (BJA, 1994). The DP also explain how their neighbourhood policing looks to influence local people on how safety services are delivered (DP, n.d.) and improve the relationship between both community and police. This idea of the relationship between police and community is also seen in a Police College (PC) article on Community Policing in which they state that one of their key goals in this style of policing to earn the confidence of their community (PC, n.d.)
Keeping an eye on the USA for a moment we can take a look at some examples of Community Policing work that has been carried out over there. One example comes from an article written by the Daily Mail (DM) which follows a story of an American police officer taking a suspect to a job interview after pulling him over for driving without a license (DM, 2019). Officer Roger Gemoules had stopped a man for driving with expired license plates only to find out this man had no license and was only borrowing the car to make it to a job interview. Instead of giving the man a ticket, the officer instead drove the suspect to the interview himself, where later it was found that the suspect actually succeeded in the interview (DM, 2019). 
Another example that comes from America is an Article by ‘Law 360’, which discusses whether or not it is time to ‘double down’ on Community Orientated Policing (Law 360, 2019).  Following tensions after a white police officer fatally shot an African American man in Indiana; there have been calls for concern in the community on going back to the community style of policing that the police force in that area used to adopt (Law 360, 2019). Larry Bennett, ex chief for the area from 1999 to 2000, stated that the previous focus on a community orientated style of policing had the benefit of bringing officers and residents together, to work on issues within the neighbourhood (Law 360, 2019). He talks about how when that style of policing was adopted in the community the relationship between the police and the communities was much better, and if it was still around today then perhaps tensions wouldn’t be so heated as they currently are (Law 360, 2019). Unfortunately, Bennett says that “these days” the department no longer has the man power to hold onto the philosophy of a Community Oriented Policing style (Law 360, 2019). In America, where race relations may be seen as slightly worse then in the UK, it would seem important to begin building up the relationship between minority groups and the predominately white police force in the USA. Historically the police and minorities in the USA have struggled and it may be a community style police structure that could begin giving those minority groups confidence in their police force again. 
One of the points brought up in the Law 360 article is that of financing a Community Policing system. The article mentions how ‘financial constraints” can put off departments from embracing a community style approach (Law 360, 2019). Another American article from The Crime Report (TCR) website tells us that since 1994, the Department of Justice’s Office of Community Oriented Policing Services has spent more than $14 billion on the funding in an effort to enhance the services police officers offer to the public (TCR, 2015). The article shows us that between 2002 and 2006 the number of citizen complaints of police misconduct rose by ‘double digits’, between these years COPS hiring grants put thousands of new officer onto the streets (TCR, 2015). This instigates the idea that quantity does not equal quantity, and just because you’re putting more officers onto the streets for the community it does not mean the service improves. 

The UK has also received some set backs in Neighbourhood Policing. An article from The Guardian (TG) states that since 2010 the number of neighbourhood officers has been cut by more than a third (TG, 2018). It was found that after removing three forces for not providing ‘like-for-like’ figures, it was then discovered that the remaining 33 forces, all but one, reported a decline in neighbourhood officers (TG, 2018). The article also mentions that if police funding was not prioritised in government budgeting there would be consequences for public safety (TG, 2018). It is disappointing to see figures like this about a style of policing that may seem like it is best. It brings up questions of where the money is actually being sent and whether it may be better used in neighbour style policing, as that is what communities really need. 
Overall Community Policing can be seen as a very attractive style of policing. The way it looks to communicate with communities and build a positive relationship, could be very beneficial for the rehabilitation of police opinion. Feeling confident and close to your police force may allow you to trust them, which in turn makes the police force’s job much easier as it is through cooperation that the police can hope to be more effective. Though it does seem a more ‘western’ model than perhaps what may be used in other countries, it seems to fit in well with our current societies where positivity and a rebuilding of relationships, such as ridding inequality and stereotypes, where a more community style of society fits in with a more community style of policing. Though the issues of funding have been brought up, it may pose the question that more resources should be put into the Neighbourhood Policing. As Neighbourhood Policing can hope to prevent crime in areas, which would in turn see less need for other services the police provide. 
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