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Introduction
The prospects of children growing up in poverty can be seriously affected. When we talk about poverty, however, we tend to think about something that has existed in the past or is happening in another part of the world. Unfortunately, poverty is the day-to-day reality in which millions of children live in the UK. According to the Joseph Rowntree Foundation, UK poverty report for 2020/21, one in five people in the UK living in poverty. 
Professor David Piachaud defined poverty in 1981 as: ‘hardship which is unacceptable’, and Child poverty is defined by the Child Poverty Action Group (2021) as existing when parents cannot afford to pay for basics such as food, housing, and clothes. The national authorities need to realize that those children affected by poverty are deprived of their fundamental rights. Furthermore, looking at the Child Poverty Act 2010: a short guide 2021, we find that poverty dramatically affects children’s lives. 
For children, the adverse effects of living poverty or social exclusion can last for a lifetime the whole, which is why it is imperative to we are acting now, under the circumstances in which the financial crisis is social issues continue to expose several people to the risk of poverty more and more children and families. We are counting on those responsible for policymaking and decision-making; they need to act and take measures to combating this unacceptable phenomenon. The authority constantly been working towards introducing innovative strategies and policies; however, if adequate resources do not accompany them, political commitments toward children will remain only empty promises. Allocation of resources proper and effective spending are necessary conditions to comply with the children’s rights and have a fair society and equality in its assembly. Combating child poverty, it needs to make the right political decisions, and these decisions are available to the more countries rich, and the poorest. This essay helps us have a realistic view of child poverty from the past till in or days and understand the causes and what national authorities are doing to combat poverty.  
United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund (UNICEF) has been trying to highlight the fundamental problems of society in terms of children and low-income families since 1946 and to advocate for the protection of children’s rights, to help meet their basic needs and to expand their opportunities to reach their full potential (UNICEF mission statement, 2021).



UNICEF recently published a paper to provide information to government officials and non-governmental partners about UNICEF’s methodology to measure and analyse child poverty and children in poverty. This paper contains more than 100 national child poverty studies in the last 15 years that have been analysed in regions around the world. This analysis will help countries measure and monitor child poverty to have the correct information and evidence to implementation of new strategies and policies (Measuring and monitoring child poverty Position paper, 2021). According to UNICEF (2020) even if it is not enough to monitor child poverty, poor children should be identified because facing poverty is much more aggravating. It is vital to analyse children’s situation because they will be affected more than adults.
 Moreover, as a basic tenet of the Human Rights approach, all rights are equally important; there should be equal weighting across dimensions and rights. Therefore, the analyses of children in poverty need to provide the depth/breadth and severity, plus the number of children suffering from poverty. Children living in poverty are deprived of material resources. Thus, their rights constitutive of poverty are unfulfilled. Moreover, child poverty is different from adult poverty. Children have specific nutritional, health, education, and other needs different from those of adults (The State of the World’s Children 2017 statistical tables - UNICEF DATA, 2021). 
The primary objective of analysing children in poverty is to help to eliminate it and keep it under control. Moreover, children are our future, and we have to protect them if we want a great future. For this measurement to take place, several vital bridges were needed: individual-level child poverty estimates, estimates based on constitutive rights of poverty, equal weights for all the rights and estimates of depth/breadth and severity (Measuring and monitoring child poverty Position paper, 2021).
The Child Poverty strategy 2014-2017 is presented to Parliament by the Secretary of State for Work and Pensions, according to section 9 of the Child Poverty Act 2010 written in June 2014. The following sentence will present the strategy through which the authorities will eradicate poverty. The UK Government is committed to ending the loop of unfairness - where you begin in life should not dictate where you end up. The elimination of child poverty is a critical component of this objective. Children who grow up in poverty endure various difficulties that often persist throughout their lives and are passed on to the next generation. The Government is trying to eradicate child poverty in the United Kingdom by 2020 because poverty affects children. Even though the United Kingdom is a wealthy country, many children live in poverty because there is significant difference the different social parts. Living below the poverty line for too many children will mean a childhood of insecurity, academic underachievement, and social isolation. 
Child poverty must be eradicated in order for the economy to develop. If every child succeeds in school and finds work, they will earn more money and contribute to economic progress. Countries with excellent education systems grow quicker than others without a good education, the education is more important than ever. The strategy starts with government efforts to assist families in relocating at work, to have enough money to get out of poverty. The next step starts with government implication in people’s living conditions, concentrating on changing the living conditions. The next step is to integrate the poor children in schools, and the last one set out the action that employers need, local agencies and the voluntary community sector to offer their support (Child Poverty Strategy 2014-17), (Jones,2021).
For those studying social issues and policy in the United Kingdom, the twentieth century represents a unique period in where we may think about ‘poverty and progress.' To understand the present through the light of the past and to have a longer view of where this poverty is coming from, we will look at Glennerster (2004) publication: One hundred years of poverty and policy. 
The concept of poverty and how to define it has evolved significantly over the last century, while many of the fundamental concerns have remained relatively consistent. Looking back over the history of poverty, we can be surprised by how much popular thinking has evolved in the previous 100 years. In the literature and policy discussions, we observe a shift between two profoundly divergent perspectives on poverty. There was no reason to believe that poor individuals could be anything other than what they are; poverty would undoubtedly remain. Poverty, several prominent philosophers believed, was vital for economic progress because without it, who would till the land, work in industries, and staff armies. The need to avoid starvation was an essential motivator for working.
In the second, more modern perspective, poverty is not only regarded as a social problem that may be alleviated via government action, and it is also seen as entirely compatible with a healthy, developing economy. Indeed, the proper anti-poverty measures are expected to contribute to such growth by reducing tangible barriers to individuals’ ability to pursue their own economic goals.  Poverty will be no more regarded as an unavoidable, even natural state, but rather as something that could and should be eradicated. The state was given a significant role in ensuring that all people had access to the basic material circumstances for their own personal fulfilment—arguably the most crucial prerequisite for fairness, but also the key to escaping poverty traps. The anti-poverty policy began to be regarded as both a means of promotion and a means of protection. 
Along with growing actual earnings and, as a result, poor people's savings, public education systems, intelligent health systems, and relatively well-functioning financial markets were regarded critical factors for the next generation to leave poverty permanently. It took much effort to make this mental shift. Many individuals gathered to demonstrate, join the community or religious groups, labour and civil-rights movements, or political coalitions of many kinds to advocate for government action to combat chronic poverty in several aspects. The opposition to their activities was frequently fierce, and many brave people gave up their liberty and even their lives.
Progress has been slow at times, and the cycle has been broken on several occasions, with numerous setbacks. The fragility of the progress that has been made is well illustrated by the history of poverty thought and action (Ravallion, 2016).
Around one billion people live in poverty in the new century. While the data is far from perfect, it is estimated that roughly one billion people in the globe lived in extreme poverty 100 years ago. The difference is that they used to account for around four out of every five persons on the planet, whereas now they account for one out of every five.
According to UK Parliament (2020), it was challenging to meet the 2020 objectives for child poverty, but a combination of economic downturn and stagnation following the financial crisis, shifting labour markets, and the status of the public finances has made them nearly impossible achieve. It also indicates that certain traditional solutions to child poverty are likely ineffective, if not outright counterproductive (Child poverty, 2021).
In our challenging present, child poverty is likely to have worsened significantly during the covid-19 pandemic, according to recent Households Below Average Income figures; believes the Government should prioritise expanding the safety net for struggling families and those facing housing insecurity; recognises the Government's rollout of free school meals during school closures. Supports recent calls from the Children's Society for the Government to turn these interventions into the long-term sustained investment to support low-income families, such as the £20 a week universal credit uplift and the Covid Winter Grant Scheme that helped families in financial crisis; and supports recent calls from the Children's Society for the Government to turn these interventions into the long-term sustained investment to support low-income families (Child poverty, 2021). 
According to (JRF, 2020) child poverty and poverty in the workplace were on the rise, and some groups were disproportionately affected. Many of those already battling to remain afloat have also been hit hard by the economic and health effects of the crisis. These include: part-time workers, low-paid workers and sectors where there are much higher rates of in-work poverty, such as accommodation and food services; Black, Asian and minority ethnic households; lone parents – primarily women, many of whom work in hard-hit sectors – who are more reliant on local jobs, and are more likely to have struggled with childcare during lockdown; private renters, who have higher housing costs, and social renters, who tend to have lower-incomes, both leading to higher poverty rates. Renters in work are also more likely to be in a sector more affected by coronavirus; areas of the UK with higher unemployment, poverty, and deprivation.
During the coronavirus epidemic, the government acted fast to enact several radical policies to shield people from the massive economic forces released by the virus. When it comes to rethinking employment policies, the Government must remain bold and humane. After the coronavirus, the Government must continue to be daring and compassionate in deciding how to reform employment, social security, and housing laws to function better for everyone. Government implemented some policy solutions:  As many people in decent employment as possible; To boost low-wage workers' incomes and guarantee that more people have stable, high-quality jobs; The benefits system must be strengthened; To expand the quantity of low-cost housing accessible to low-income families and provide more assistance to those with high housing expenditures (JRF, 2020).
In reaction to the coronavirus outbreak, the Government implemented several benefit modifications. The most significant adjustments were a temporary increase of £20 per week in the standard allowance (basic rate) of Universal Credit and the basic portion of Working Tax Credit for 2020/21, as well as a reset of the Local Housing Allowance to the 30th percentile of local rentals. This was really helpful. People who are still receiving the benefits that Universal Credit replaced, such as Jobseeker's Allowance or Employment and Support Allowance, have been left behind, despite the fact that they are mostly disabled people and caregivers who are most vulnerable to the pandemic's impacts. While Universal Credit provides many people with a better income than prior benefits, there are also a large number of people who will see their income drop significantly, outweighing the brief £20 rise. Nearly 4.6 million families were receiving Universal Credit by August 2020, a staggering rise of nearly 90% from the start of the year. As they transitioned to Universal Credit, the majority of these newly claiming households saw their earnings drop. The number of couples getting Universal Credit, both with and without dependent children, has more than doubled, with enormous jumps of 108 per cent and 204 per cent, respectively. Some of the families continue to make up four out of every 10 Universal Credit households. Many of the significant increases are in regions where there have been a lot of furloughs, indicating that there's a good chance that the rise in Universal Credit claims will continue as job retention programmes become less lucrative. Additional help has been put in place by the Government, including raising Local Housing Allowance (LHA) to the 30th percentile of rents in a particular region and varying eviction freezes around the UK.



Conclusion
This research revealed that millions of people in our society were living unstable and uncertain lifestyles even before the coronavirus. Coronavirus has washed them deeper into poverty in many cases, as well as pulling others down with them, many of whom have never been in this condition before. The government has taken some daring and humanitarian steps in response, but far too many of them are temporary (Meeting basic needs for the poorest of the poor, 2021).
The Government has put many temporary policies in place, however, in the long run, this is insufficient. We need to strengthen public support for anti-poverty initiatives and develop policies that reflect our society's ideals of compassion and fairness. Many parts of our life will be altered after the coronavirus epidemic, but if we are to ‘build back better' for everyone, we need a comprehensive package of measures covering the labour market, social security, and housing markets to help people break free from poverty once and for all (UK Poverty 2020/21).
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