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The role assigned to the magistrates is a crucial element of the judicial system of the United Kingdom. Justices of the Peace also known as Magistrates are lay people who are crucial in the delivery of the justice system. However, this essay aims at looking at the pros and cons of the magistrates as they carry out justice. The advantages and disadvantages of how magistrates operate can be also seen when looking at how they work. They can help in managing expenses and are usually organized based on community norms, as well as, improve the functionality of certain systems. But some of them were not initiated in law, might be prejudiced and their decisions might not be the same.
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What is a Magistrate

Magistrates are independent judiciary personnel who are most often laypersons who preside over the determination of minor criminal offences, some civil causes, and certain preliminary stages in the legal process. They unlike some of the experienced judges may not be legally trained and most of them, if not all, work part-time. I can confirm that their participation is a ded in assuring accessibility to justice and they function locally to keep courts’ operations oriented to the needs of people (Soubise, 2017). Magistrates are very busy persons in the legal scene to ensure that the legal process is well functioning. They also deal with local matters and have regard for the people’s culture.
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In the Judicial System of the United Kingdom, Magistrates perform their duties in Magistrates’ Courts and handle approximately ninety-five per cent of the Criminal cases in that Country. They are appointed by the Lord Chancellor with the help of local committees. The magistrate sitting consists of three members of the bench and they are assisted by a legally trained officer known as the clerk, in all legal and procedural aspects. (Moody, 2021).
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Magistrates perform various tasks for the efficient running of the judicial system, as explained above. They chair several low-level criminal matters such as traffic offences, public order offences, and theft and they must efficiently make a decision hence keeping law and order in the community. They also hear severe criminally oriented cases and preside over first instances. The decisions they make are subject to the findings of inquiry and the opinions of lawyers (ENACHE, 2017). Aside from criminal-related issues, they have a very crucial role in family cases which are often associated with child protection cases and access matters. In such circumstances, court clerks attend to the magistrates as legal assistants to offer relevant legal information that would enable the magistrate to make wise decisions. This makes the courts to be efficient and the members of the community trust that legal affairs are well taken locally. 
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Magistrates are part of the judiciary’s workforce and they perform a crucial function in the judicial structure but the efficiency of a magistrate and therefore the quality of justice that he or she dispenses depends on several factors. Taking into consideration the above-stated points, 
This essay will improve understanding of the role played by the magistrates in the legal arena. This will discuss the positive and negative aspects of one of the works of society, which is their interaction with the law. It will describe how they assist their communities and financially, but has questions regarding the fact that they are not legally trained. This could be because they arrive at different decisions when making choices at different times. Therefore, the essay aims at knowing how magistrates operate in the legal system of the UK and how they can be improved.

Many legal cases in the UK involve magistrates in one way or the other in the determination of the cases. They are in charge of simple offences and assistance with other legal matters. It also assists in the running of the courts and assures the people within the area of the efficiency of the legal system. However, some people believe that since the magistrates are not professionally trained in legal education, they might not always make the perfect decisions most of the time. This could impact the perceived fairness and in equal measure, the efficiency of justice that is delivered out in the field.
Advantages of Magistrates
The UK judiciary has several unique benefits when it comes to employing magistrates. Firstly, their presence guarantees consideration of the society’s interests, as the representatives are chosen from the population and bear the social imprint in their judgments. This makes the public have confidence in the judiciary system and also perceives things as fair within society. Secondly, magistrates work efficiently since most of them go unpaid for most tasks, this negates some of the costs, which would have been taken by the state to hire professional judges alone (Maran, 2024). This economic efficiency enables the facilitation of increased resource allocations in other areas of the justice system. Thirdly, the Magistrates’ Court is widely spread all over the country, this increases the chance of people seeking justice locally, which can also clear large volumes of cases as opposed to the Crown Court. By doing legal processes as routine citizens, their skills prevent a challenge in democracy. It allows commoners to contribute to seeing to it that justice is deserved for all people. Lastly, the diversification of the background and perspectives of the magistrates positively impacts decisions, as it is always beneficial to get as many angles as one can when addressing a problem and making a decision, whereas the court should provide equal treatment to all parties involved (Murphy, 2016).
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While being one of the key components of the judicial system, magistrates are not devoid of certain issues. First of all, the incorporation of diversity in communities’ representation as an advantage may have adverse effects of establishing biased legal values based on local culture and standards. Secondly, the cost-saving regarded to unpaid magistrates sometimes leads to questions of competency as well as of delivering equality and consistency since most of the magnates lack formal training in law. Thirdly, Magistrates’ Courts exist in large numbers ensuring accessibility to justice, however, the usage of part-time magistrates could have numerous drawbacks connected with unreliable availability and schedule clashes which can negatively influence the speed of the proceedings (Wijaya, 2021). Furthermore, although the role of magistrates in the legal process, thus involving lay people within the legal procedure is seen as democratically useful, there are issues as to whether such individuals are capable of dealing with the legal concerns suitably as they are not legally trained. Last is the disadvantage, in which diversity may bring various approaches and, therefore, sometimes different views on the laws and regulations that may cause certain fluctuations in judicial work. Such facts explain a need to carry on with the training, support and structural changes to enhance the role of magistrates in providing equal justice in the United Kingdom (Howard, 2021).
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From the following proposed reforms, the effectiveness and the fairness of magistrates as part of the UK judiciary will be greatly boosted. First, improved training courses are crucial to increase the junior judges’ legal awareness and their problem-solving skills as well as to prevent inadequacy, ambiguity or absence of legal competence.  To solve this, there is a need for more diverse individuals to become judges. This means that all forms of people should be incorporated in making decisions. This will also assist when it comes to handling court to feel better towards magistrates and have confidence in their decisions. Finally, technology-assisted approaches to conducting remote hearings help to reduce the effect of courts’ shutdown while maintaining justice delivery and legal process efficiency. Finally, better conditions and facilities for magistrates; consultation of legal databases and assistants to manage their tasks properly are also essential. All these changes are aimed at making the aspect of justice that is handled by magistrates better. Their goal is to ensure that all people have easy access to engaging legal procedures. They also aim to make the effectiveness of the system faster for those individuals in need in the UK.
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Conclusion
Magistrates are an important part of the structure of the UK justice system indeed they provide an accessible cheaper option of criminal justice with a focus on the community. 
However, concerns like the lack of legal experience, adequate preparation in the case as well as prejudice are valid. These problems reduce the efficiency of how well they perform and deny individuals fair trial hearings. This can be done through specific targeted reforms that may consist of improving their training, expanding the type of selection that is done, increasing the use of technology, and increasing support. All in all, with challenges being identified, the concept of the involvement of the magistrates gives an added value and local perspective to implementation that can increase the public’s faith in the justice system. Magistrates are significant because they deal with small cases and address them for a short duration while maintaining good relations in society. This plays an important role in preventing biased justice for citizens of the society. Thus, increasing the abilities of the UK’s magistrates and addressing any flaws in the given system will allow for ensuring that justice is served properly across the country. The role of the magistrates is also positive in that everyone gets a fair chance, and justice is served equally regardless of race.
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