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Design a person-centred service for vulnerable children.  Include a critical evaluation of different types of person-centred planning. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]This assignment will carry out an approach that has been designed to help refugees get into primary and secondary education. Unfortunately globally there is the highest level of dislocation on record this includes near enough 22.5 million refugees that tragically half of these are under the age of 18 (Un.org, 2019). Within this deplorable number 10 million of these people are stateless and have been denied basic human rights such as healthcare, education, employment and freedom of movement (Un.org, 2019). This assignment will explore the term person centred planning and the benefits this will have to an individuals life, tied in with Every Child matters which givers children the rights they are entitled to live a happy and fulfilling life. Not all children are fortunate enough to live as great a life as another, many children’s lives are filled with fear, danger and risk hence the need for the Every Child matters documentation to come into place (Publisghing.gov, 2019). The Children and Families act 2014 brings changes to the law providing greater protection for vulnerable children, this act is about providing children regardless of their start in life equal chances to have the best outcome in their life (Gov.uk, 2019). Additional Learning Needs (ALN) 2018 was a big factor in bringing person centred planning into the educational lives of children, the ALN bill was introduced to transform experiences and outcomes for children with additional learning needs (Gweddill.gov, 2019).
   Person centred planning is portrayed by a family of approaches and techniques that share similar characteristics in order to reflect on an individuals circumstances of a child with disabilities helping assess and organise what can be done to help the child (Citeseerx.eud, 2019). Person centred planning was introduced to help children with additional learning needs but is now used as a wider approach in order to help children who need it. Person centred planning is about seeing the individual child as a whole and being able to recognise their desires and interests while looking at a complete new approach in preparing for the future of the child (Pacer.org, 2019). Person centred planning is a process in place to help individuals who need help plan for their future, groups of people will work together and focus on an individuals situation and help plan for their future, these groups of people who will be referred to as the team are there to categorise opportunities in order to help the individual focus on relationships, community participation and control over their own lives (Pacer.org, 2019). There are numerous different approaches involved within person centred planning but are all based on the same principle and all start with the person at the centre and end with specific actions being taken for the future goal (Familiesleadingplanning, 2019). The most common styles of person centred planning contain Essential Lifestyle Planning, PATH and Maps and Personal Futures Planning. Essential Lifestyle planning is an extremely detailed plan that helps people move from long term institutions, Essential Lifestyle Planning looks at the individual’s life now and how their life can be improved. The planning looks at what the individual sees important to them and what support the individual needs in order to live a good quality life, helping provide support for the individual on a day to day basis which is helpful for members of staff who is continuously working with the individual (Sanderson, 2000). Essential Lifestyle Planning is a great tool in building a team around an individual and getting to know that individual in depth as well as providing safety for an individual when moving from one setting to another.  
  The next approach used is Planning Alternative Tomorrows with Hope (PATH) this a tool that is used with individuals and organisations, when PATH is implemented within person centred planning the individual that is being focused on and organisations involved will meet with two facilitators in order to make the process successful (Helen Sanderson, 2019). There are several steps involved within PATH the first one being labelled as ‘The dream’ the organizer will ask the individual to describe their visualization for the future, the organizer will begin to draw this as the individual talks. Step 2 involves ‘Sensing the goal’ this step involves the individual visioning a year has passed by and they are with the organizer reminiscing what has gone on throughout that year and how they feel living in a better future and what has been done to make this achievable (Sanderson, 2000). Step 3 is focusing on the ‘Now’ focusing on where the individual is now and where they want to be. Step 4 looks at ‘Who’s on board?’ things can’t always be achieved solo so its important to know who is on board to help and the different organisations involved within the individual and if anyone stands in the way of making this possible (Sanderson, 2000). Step 5 looks at ‘How are we going to build strength?’ the organizer will need to look at the strengths and commitments involved to make goals for the individual possible, this can be carried out through regular meetings amongst other skills. The final step is ‘Three/six month goals’ the organizer will agree a date with the individual this tends to be done within a three or six month period and set goals for the mean time (Sanderson, 2000). 
  The next commonly used approach is Map Action Planning System (MAPS) this is a similar approach to PATHS which again has several tools involved. The first step involved in MAPS is identifying who needs it and for all those involved within the room to introduce themselves and explain their relationship and how they are involved within the individual. The second steps in tales the individual telling their story and the reason why they are here, this can involves situations from the past and the present (Oldham.gov, 2019). Within this process if it is difficult for the individual to tell their story they can have an advocate speak on their behalf in order to help them, the story whoever it is told by should be recorded with permission so the story does not have to continuously be retold (Oldham.gov, 2019). The third step involves the individuals dream and what they want to change about their life and discuss their desires and dreams, leading on from this the fourth step defined as the ‘nightmare’ this is where the individual address theirs fears and worries that stand in the way of achieving their dream (Oldham.gov, 2019). The fifth step involves the group identifying the individual’s gifts, strengths and telnets this can be warming for the individual to hear things about themselves that they may never have considered themselves. Moving on from this is the sixth step where the groups collaborate and consider best ways forward in order to eliminate the nightmare and fulfil the dream. The final step is developing an action plan where everyone will decide their role and listen to who will to what, where and when (Oldham.gov, 2019).
   The final approach is Personal Futures Planning this is a process that assists teams in planning the next stage of an individual’s life, a member from a person’s family will usually be involved as well as a teacher and sometimes friends, neighbours, etc. Personal Futures Planning looks at helping an individual focus on their future and what the individual likes and can do and then looking if anything is in the way of making this happen, regular meetings will take place to ensure greater outcomes (Transitionplanning.org, 2019).
   There are many different views when it comes to person centered planning, it is now being acknowledged and exhilarated by policies, this is now beginning to present new challenges and raises issues (Familiesleadingplanning, 2019). It has been said that practitioners involved in person centered planning have a lot more in common with each other rather than problems, many have different views such as ‘Person centered planning should replace IPP and be used throughout all services’ (Familiesleadingplanning, 2019). Contributors believe that person centered planning should be used for families who get the least out of the service system and this should be incorporated with an effective team around them (Familiesleadingplanning, 2019). 
   The service within this assignment will be referred to as ‘Drop and Stop’, which will look at supporting refugees and helping integrate them into primary and secondary education. According to Refugees, 2019 ‘Four million refugee children go without schooling’ that is such an unfortunate number that needs to be changed which Drop and stop will look at doing. Drop and stop is located within the community in a large building that is an inclusive place for all to join. Within the service there is a key worker in charge of the members based within the team that are they’re to welcome and help refugee children get into schools. The crushing reality is that refugee children have been in extremely traumatic situations where they have had to flee across the border leaving the refugee children in a great deal of distress, education can help children feel a sense of belonging and stability while providing them a sense of normality (Watkins, 2019). “Nearly two thirds of refugee children who go to primary school do not make it to secondary school” (Refugees, 2019) Drop and stop are here to make that change, all children are entitled to education and should stay in education, UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) this Convention contains 54 articles that cover every features of a child’s life this Convention sets out political, economic, social and cultural rights that children all around the world are entitled to. No matters the child’s background, religion, gender, abilities, etc. every child is entitled to a good quality of life, adults and governments have to work together as a unit to ensure that every child enjoys their rights (Unicef UK, 2019). The main priorities of this article is that children have the rights to a fulfilled life these include: ‘Life, survival and development’, ‘Protection from violence, abuse or neglect’, ‘An education that enables children to fulfill their potential’ and ‘Be raised by, or have a relationship with their parents and express their opinions and be listened to’ (Savethechildren, 2019). In the UNCRC Article 28 states that ‘children and young people have the right to education’ nothing should jeopardize this no matter they’re background, gender, disability or being a refugee (Scotland, 2019). Drop and stop will have posters up of the UNCRC around the building and take these articles seriously, especially the statement where all children are entitled to education no matter what their background or if they are a refugee and drop and stop and there to make this possible and ensure that inclusion is at the fore front in ensuring refugees get the help and guidance they need. Schools are a safe haven for children and a good quality education will maintain keeping children in classrooms and encouraging their transition into secondary school (Refugees, 2019) but if there is no support or guidance to help children get into education how will they achieve this and receive the quality of education they are entitled to. The number of refugees in Europe has drastically increased over the years due to large wars and conflict between countries. Europe created Council of Europe’s youth policy that aims to provide young people with equivalent chances and experiences that facilitate individuals to develop skills and knowledge to play a full part in society, the council looks to provide equal opportunities to vulnerable people which includes refugees (Dialogue, Refugees and Europe, 2019). During the time of October 2015 the joint Council on youth implemented a ‘Statement on the refugee crisis in Europe’ this recalled the importance of delivering young individuals, which includes refugees with volume building chances to accomplish inclusive and peaceful societies (Dialogue, Refugees and Europe, 2019). The drop and stop centre will refer to the Council’s policy to ensure that refugees feel they are in a completely inclusive environment. As well as helping children get into education the drop and stop centre will support children while they are in education unfortunately not all children have the support at home or the resources available to help guide them through school. Children wont always have access to computers ‘more than a third of the poorest children do not have internet at home’ (BBC, 2019). The drop and stop centre will facilitate computers where children and families will have full access to these in order to complete homework tasks or anything else they need to feel included and integrated inclusively into the community. 
   Within the drop and stop centre the service will use the person centered plan MAPS in order to help refugees, MAPS is a creative tool that uses graphic and visual tools to represents a future the individual involved will want. When looking at facilitating a child, family, team or an organisation in working together around an encounter or issue MAPS has been proven as an outstanding choice (Inclusive solutions, 2019), refugees not being in education is a huge issue that needs drastic action to be taken in order to get refugee children back into education which the drop and stop centre will focus on. Two organizers within the centre will carry out the MAP session and they will guide individuals through stages that certify the individual being at the centre of the process. Within the process of MAP at the drop and stop centre organizers will look at getting refugees into education, using the MAP tool it lets the child to express their nightmares and fears involved with going into a school environment and their dream for when they attend a school (Oldham.gov, 2019). MAP can be quite therapeutic for children by a child or an advocate on behalf of the child discussing their life/past it is an emotional process that can help a child greatly, all organizations involved will begin to know a person’s story and the individual in a greater depth, grow with them and help build a plan to follow their dreams (Inclusive solutions, 2019). The drop and stop centre will sit down closely with the child and their family and construct a MAP in order to get children into primary and secondary education. The Children and Families Act 2014 sets out strong principles in supporting and involving children in all areas of supporting and planning educational needs (Oldham.gov, 2019). The reformed Children and Families Act brings changes to the law to give better protection to vulnerable children as well as children with parents who are going through a separation and a new system to help children with educational needs and disabilities (GOV.UK, 2019). Drop and stop centre will be focusing on the part of the Children and Families Act 2014 where better protection for vulnerable children is needed, refugees are vulnerable children and need protection, schools as referred to previously are safe havens and every child is entitled to this way of life. Refugee children will often find it more difficult to access education, unfortunately for many refugees they will be left without schooling for a long duration of time. It is crucial that refugee children are provided with the appropriate support to get them enrolled into school as soon as (Naldic.org, 2019), that’s what the drop and stop centre aims to do in a child’s MAP parents will also be involved and a nightmare of both could be filling out the form to start school, the drop and stop centre will provide accurate help in ensuring this form gets completed. The drop and stop centre will solely focus on MAP within the person centered planning scheme to ensure quick and the best possible outcomes for refugee children and their families. 
  In the year 2018 on September 26th the UNHCR and Save the Children conducted a ‘High-Level Meeting on Action for Refugee Education’ this brought together a number of organisations such as ‘donor governments’, ‘refugee hosting states’, ‘multilateral institutions’, ‘the private sector’ and ‘civil society’ these organisations will look at improving efforts to provide excellence education to refugees (Watkins, 2019). Drop and stop service was implemented due to there not being many services around although there are a lot of guides that people can have access to as well as some help from organisations and charity work this centre is unique and like no other, it will work closely on a one to one basis with refugee children and use a successful MAP approach in ensuring refugee children are integrated into education. Save the Children drew a plan of action aiming at distributing universal education for refugees (Watkins, 2019). During times of crisis education can be the tool that children need to feel safe and settled but unfortunately the children that are caught up in crisis which is a vast amount of refugee children are denied education (Resource Centre, 2019), drop and stop centre wants to make a change and get children into education. When looking at barriers the drop and stop centre came across that when refugee children are in education they tend to be extremely shy and withdrawn, some had behavioral problems while some would cry due to the trauma they had been through (Savethechildren.org, 2019). The drop and stop centre doesn’t see this as a barrier more an obstacle to overcome not only will the centre help create a MAP to get refugee children back into education the centre will host daily activities within the community to help children feel a part of the community and experience things other children get to do, for instance sports will be carried out at the centre and different activities will be going on throughout the day so the refugee children can get used to what their new school environment will be like and get comfortable as well as this there will always be someone on hand to ensure that if anyone wants to talk about worries or another matter someone is available at all times. The drop and stop centre also found that language can be a barrier for refugee children when they are trying to get into education or are in education, yes this can be seen as a barrier but within the drop and stop centre there are so many people around and so many different activities being carried out to enhance language at one time this will no longer be a barrier, patience and perseverance in key within the drop and stop centre. The drop and stop centre will work closely with The Every Child Matters documentation in mind and particularly the statement that levels of education failure needs to be reduced (Publishing.gov, 2019), the drop and stop centre will ensure this a priority. 
  When moving forward to the future the drop and stop centre will hope to have as many refugee children in primary and secondary education as possible. “Refugees need practical and fast paths to integrate into new societies. This begins with quality education” (Todd, 2019). The drop and stop centre will bare The United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child in mind as well as The Children and Families act 2014 and The Every Child Matters documentation, as well as other important legislation and any new legislation that arises. The drop and stop centre will ensure their training on person centered planning is up to date and that MAP is being used effectively and is working for the individual in the best way possible. While continuing to move forward the drop and stop centre will work on providing parents with computer courses to be able to easily access information on their child’s education or even take the necessary steps to helping provide the child to getting an education. The drop and stop centre wants to be the approach that helps make the difference and huge changes to refugee children’s lives.
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