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[bookmark: _Int_JyGCyRd3]Within this essay three main topics will be discussed and analysed regarding serious and organised crime and how it poses a threat to UK citizens. These include how young and vulnerable members of society are exploited through serious and organised crime, involving child sexual abuse and modern slavery, the impact that serious and organised crime has on society and how it effects communities, and an analysis of how the economy in the UK is affected by serious and organised crime and the impact this presents to businesses and those in the general public. (Home Office, 2014) defines serious and organised crime as ‘individuals planning, co-ordinating and committing serious offences, whether individually, in groups and/or as part of transitional networks’. Serious and organised crime involves numerous offences that not only effect the individual, but it also effects the larger community. Statistics gathered from the home office explain that an estimated amount of £24 billion is spent socially and economically in the UK as a result of organised crime, some of the crimes highlighted were organised sexual exploitation at an estimated amount of £1.1 billion, acquisitive crime ranging as high as £920 million and firearms supply at £160 million (Mills et al, 2013). This demonstrates the severity of serious and organised crime and how it impacts the UKs economy, businesses and communities. 
One form of exploiting the vulnerable is child sexual exploitation. This form of sexual abuse involves a young person who is forced to perform sexual acts whilst they are being groomed by their abuser (NHS, 2021). In these situations, the young person at risk is usually given things in return for the sexual acts that they go onto perform. These gifts could include money or drugs and often lead to the young person believing that they are in an affectionate, consensual relationship with their abuser. Trafficking is also another way that a child's abuser could exploit them, in some situations young people can end up being trafficked into gangs and made to perform sexual acts against their will (Aolain et al, 2017). Sexual exploitation of children can happen both in person and online, however online abuse can be harder to detect and put a stop to. When online abuse takes place, the victim will often be groomed and persuaded to take indecent images of themselves to send to their abuser. When this happens, it results in the young person being blackmailed, where the abuser could demand money or further sexual activity from the young person, threatening to release their pictures if they fail to comply (National Crime Agency, 2023). The effects of experiencing sexual exploitation can have a huge impact on the young person at risk. Studies show that children who experience this abuse are likely to endure mental health issues such as depression, anxiety, causing self-harm upon themselves, post-traumatic stress disorder and misuse of drugs and alcohol. One case of a young person who had experienced sexual abuse through an organised network explains that she ‘was given cocaine and alcohol in such quantities over a short period of time that her liver could not function properly and still doesn’t’. She also explained how she was unable to communicate or speak properly due to the high number of drugs and alcohol she had consumed (Jay et al, 2022). This is just one of many examples on how serious and organised crime can affect young people and lead to child sexual exploitation. 
Another way that vulnerable people could be exploited is through modern-day slavery, victims of this crime are often made to feel helpless and fearful of their abuser. The victim is controlled by their captive and can be forced to do numerous tasks, some of these may include forced labour, criminal exploitation, organ trafficking or sexual exploitation. Modern slavery can be hard to spot, this is because very few victims come forward about the crime they are experiencing. It's even possible that some do not understand that they are a victim of modern slavery (Metropolitan Police, 2023). Some victims of modern-day slavery can be trafficked from overseas, victims who are from the UK will usually be in financial difficulty and baited into work that could help them with their money issues. Organised crime groups will take advantage of these victims and overwork them, leaving them in unfit working and living conditions (Hernandez et al, 2015). In 2015, an act was passed called the Modern Slavery Act 2015. The purpose of this act is to battle the war on modern slavery in the UK and protect victims as well future victims of this crime (Home Office, 2014). When it comes to supporting victims of modern-day slavery, the police work with other organisations to provide appropriate care including regular check-ups with the victim and working in partnership with social services to arrange long term accommodation (Crown Prosecution Service, 2020). Numbers estimate that victims of modern-day slavery account for 0.013% of the UK population, this equates to 8300 individuals. The victims of modern slavery are usually used for economic exploitation and are not protected by their employer (Bales et al, 2015) Modern slavery not only has a physical and emotional effect on the victim, but it also effects the UK economically and socially. This large impact is estimated to cost between £3.3 billion - £4.3 billion. There are numerous reasons as to why this crime costs the UK so much, one of the many reasons is through health services. Victims sustain injuries while experiencing modern slavery as they are unequipped, made to work in terrible conditions and not cared for by their employer. Another factor that adds to the cost is lost time and output; this is when victims would usually be in legitimate employment but are experiencing slavery instead. The social impact that this makes in huge and is stated as cost of lost time. There are many more examples of how this crime costs the UK, such as expenses on police budgets and criminal justice system costs (Reed et al, 2018). This breakdown of costs displays the severity of modern-day slavery and its effects not only on the victims, but the economy as well. 
[bookmark: _Int_AmUSpvXb]Serious and organised crime not only involves exploiting vulnerable people but has led to other issue that has also impacted the UK through these organised crimes. An example of this would be the effect on communities through violence. Organised crime disturbs day to day life for many people in our society, it raises the risk of violence and threat as well as encouraging or forcing people to congregate into criminal groups (Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office, 2021). Statistics show that there were 9,787 offences involving the use of firearms in the year ending March 2019. This was a 4% increase from the previous year and a 27% increase from five years ago. An example of this increase is because the popularity of street gangs is resulting in a higher demand for firearms, gangs want to be able to protect themselves as well as displaying their superiority through the use of firearms. This creates a marker for organised crime to supply individuals with illegal firearms (Hales et al, 2006). It has also been highlighted that 51% of all offences involving a firearm included the firearms actually being used where 47% of cases only used the firearm as a threat (Office for National Statistics, 2020). Comparing these statistics to other years, studies show that in the years 2020 and 2021 there were a total of 5,709 illegal firearm offences recorded by police forces throughout England and Wales (Allen et al, 2022). This displays that the number of offences has decreased since 2019, a reason for this could be the outbreak of coronavirus, meaning that the majority of individuals in England and Wales were in the coronavirus lockdown. Despite the drop in the number of offences it still demonstrates how easily accessible illegal firearms are to get hold of, despite having harsh gun laws in the UK. This also suggests that there are still many individuals who carry an illegal firearm with them, leaving the risk of causing harm to themselves or others high. Illegal firearms are mainly associated with organised crime and gangs and bring a threat to the streets of the UK. It has been recorded that young people hold the majority of numbers for involvement and victims of gun crime, 45% of 15-29 year olds were victims of gun crimes despite that age bracket only being 20% of the population in England and Wales (Home Office, 2012). This information exhibits the level of threat that is brought to young people in the UK, organised crime groups will provide people of any age with an illegal firearm. This also leaves the risk of encouraging younger people to be involved in crime, meaning that street gangs and crimes grow rapidly.
As well as illegal firearms, illegal drugs also pose a huge threat to communities in the UK. County lines and drug crimes are extremely popular within organised crime as it provides a major source of revenue for them, those organised groups involved with drugs are often also involved with illegal firearms (Williams et al, 2019). In 2016, there were 2,593 deaths caused using illegal drugs. There is a high demand for illegal drugs such as cocaine, opium and the illegal use of amphetamine in the UK, which encourages organised crime groups to keep up with the supply and demand. Information shows that the demand for crack cocaine remains very high in the UK, this illegal drug in particular has been linked to violence once consumed (National Crime Agency, 2023). It has been estimated that there are 1,000 county lines within the UK that are generating £800 million from selling drugs to members of the public. County lines leads to many of its members being groomed or trapped in the system of delivering the drugs to the public. Being involved in county lines exploits vulnerable individuals from society leaving them fearful to reach out for help to escape their situation (Wood, 2021). The easy access of these illegal drugs has a huge effect within the community, it puts people's health and wellbeing at risk as well as raising the threat of violence on the streets. Cybercrime is a very complex crime to tackle in the UK. As well as affecting the public, cybercrime also poses a threat to businesses and online services. Those behind these crimes seek to hack individuals accounts such as personal data or social medias, phishing, creating malicious software or distributed denial of services, where the criminal will make attacks on websites (Ksherti, 2010). An estimated amount of £2.2 billion a year is how much cybercrime costs the UK economy. To businesses in the UK, the economic cost for them is £2.1 billion a year. These numbers are growing as tackling cybercrime remains a difficult job, these organised crime groups will target anyone in hopes of hacking their online accounts and stealing their money, or even blackmailing the individual into handing over money, passwords or any personal data (Cabinet Office, 2016).
Each of these strains of serious and organised crime all play a role in causing a threat to the UK. Organised crime disrupts communities and causes a risk to every member of society. Protecting the vulnerable is just as important as stopping the leaders of organised crime, to shield them from interacting with this type of activity. Evidence gathered displays the amount of risk that serious and organised crime brings the UK and the costly effects of the actions (Zoutendijk, 2010). If not controlled, the threat will only increase, however plans and strategies made by the government give hope that more and more of these criminals will be stopped before they can carry out or take part in organised crime.
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