Question: The perception of Egyptian religion in the Roman Empire: a study on the goddess Isis in the Imperial period.



Abstract 
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The cult of Isis was prevalent in the Roman Empire during the 1st and 2nd centuries AD. This project will examine how Isis was represented in the early Imperial period. The Egyptian goddess Isis was depicted in Plutarch’s Isis and Osiris c. 100 AD, and in Apuleius’ Metamorphoses (also known as The Golden Ass) in the second century. These Roman representations of Isis have been analyse by many scholars. This project will assess these scholarly sources and compare them in an attempt to understand the way Egyptian religion, and more specifically the goddess Isis was perceived in the Imperial period.
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Draft structure


· Introduction 
· Aim of project research
· Description of scholarly sources
· Section 1: Apuleius’ Metamorphoses (The Golden Ass) 
· The first section seeks to analyse the text of Apuleius’ Metamorphoses. It will assess the scholarly sources related to this and their perceptions of the representation of Isis present in Metamorphoses.
· Section 2 : Plutarch’s Isis and Osiris
· The second section will examine Plutarch’s Isis and Osiris. It will evaluate appropriate scholarly sources and discover the perceptions they hold of the representations of Isis in Plutarch’s work. It will also compare both the original works with their representations of Isis, and the scholarly sources of the two. 
· Conclusion 
· Conclusion based on analysis
· Future research possibilities


