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Canopic Jar Lid
Location: Cyfarthfa Castle Museum, Merthyr Tydfil CCM184.004
Object Type: Lid of canopic jar
Material: Marl clay
Period: Unknown (12th Dynasty or Late Period?)
Provenance: Unknown (Egypt?); donated by Major Harry Hartley Southey.
Dimensions: height 11cm and widest circumference 41cm
Condition: Well preserved, crack on the side to the back of the head (9.8cm approximately), crack at bottom front of headdress (4.5cm), chip on the nose and some flaking on back of head.
Object Analysis by Melisa Pak 

[image: ]Description 
The lid is likely to have belonged to a canopic jar. The origin is unknown; it can be assumed it came from Egypt as the artefact collector Major Southey acquired the lid from a Cairo Museum curator. The lid depicts a three-dimensional face with a beard and headdress. The eyes, mouth, nose, and ears are clearly defined. The head is slightly smaller than an actual human head and made of marl clay with an unpolished but largely smooth appearance. Below the ears finger marks can be seen in the headdress which has given the object texture. This hollow lid’s wall is approximately 2cm thick. The potter’s rings inside and the regularity suggest that the object was made on a potter’s wheel. The lid is dark beige and unpainted.  Despite the object having some damage, it is in good condition. It was likely to have had a role in ancient Egyptian funerary practices; whether functional or symbolic is unknown. Figure 1. Canopic Jar Lid. Pak, M (2019). Museum No: CCM184.004


What are canopic jars? 
Canopic jars are viscera (lungs, liver, stomach and intestines) containers and typically appeared as a set of four (Spencer 1988, 158). The viscera were removed from the corpse, dried in natron salt, coated in resin and wrapped in linen (Hayes 1978, 320); the same process as mummifying the human body. The viscera being placed in these jars ensured protection so the deceased could be reborn in the afterlife (Oakes and Gahlin 2005, 142) and have a restored function (Brewer and Teeter 2007, 169). It is unknown whether this jar was used, who it may have been for or the tomb it may have come from. Therefore, its age and history may only be estimated by using comparative evidence. 
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                   Jar Lid with Human Face, ca. 1876-1837 B.C.E. Limestone, 4 × 4 7/16 × 4 1/16 in. (10.2 × 11.2 × 10.3 cm). Brooklyn Museum, Purchased with funds given by Christos G. Bastis and Charles Edwin Wilbour Fund, 87.78. Creative Commons-BY (Photo: Brooklyn Museum, CUR.87.78_erg2.jpg)                ]Evolution of Canopic jars 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The Egyptians had hand turning wheels from 3000 BC (Lacovara 2017, 43). However, it was not until the 18th dynasty that they began making pottery on these (Taylor 2001, 68). In the Late Period, the Egyptians had ‘modern’ potter’s wheels which meant they could produce regularly shaped pottery (Lacovara 2017, 43). This evidence may suggest that the object could be from the Late Period. However, in the 26th dynasty up to the Ptolemaic Period calcite was the preferred material over clay for canopic jars (Taylor 2001, 75). This could suggest the object is older than the Late Period. From observation of other Egyptian art, the object may date back to the Middle [image: ]Kingdom due to the clear construction of the facial features (figure 2). A similar canopic jar lid (figure 3) from tomb 122 at el-Riqqeh, has been dated to the 12th dynasty. The lid from el-Riqqeh is made from limestone and has a smaller circumference.Figure 2. Canopic jar lid from the 12th dynasty. Brooklyn Museum (n.d.) Museum no: 87.78

 
Canopic jars have been dated back to the Old Kingdom (dynasties 4-8). One of the earliest sets of jars found were from Queen Meresankh III’s tomb in Giza (Taylor and Antoine 2014, 61). They were used for protection of the viscera in the Egyptian funerary beliefs; however, evisceration was not always carried out (Taylor 2001, 66). The jars were not inscribed, decorated, had flat lids (Taylor 2001, 68) and were typically made from stone (Oakes and Gahlin 2005, 142) (figure 4). Figure 3. Canopic jar lid from the 12th dynasty. The Global Egyptian Museum (1915) Museum no: 1913:290

[image: ]
In the First Intermediate Period (dynasties 9-11) the sets of the four jars with human headed lids appeared (Oakes and Gahlin 2005, 142), representing the four sons of Horus (Taylor and Antoine 2014, 60). 
In the Middle Kingdom (dynasties 11-13) the set of canopic jars became usual in elite burials (Taylor, 2001 68). They were made from a variety of materials such as wood, limestone or calcite (Taylor, 2001 67). In this period the lids still had human form representing the four sons of Horus. However, only three of the heads had beards (Taylor, 2001 68). The one without the beard was a lighter colour than the others, suggesting that this jar lid may be a representation of Imsety (Taylor 2001, 68).  Figure 4. Old Kingdom style canopic jars. Museum of Fine Arts Boston (n.d.) Museum No: G 4733 E

In the Second Intermediate Period, evidence of the use of canopic jars does not commonly appear (Grajetzki 2006, 214). In this period, near eastern rulers had power over the north of Egypt (Australia Museum, 2018). Egypt being under control from a different civilisation could explain why we see a decline in canopic jars during this period.  

[image: ]In the New Kingdom (dynasties 18–20) there are many changes in a short period; this may be because Egypt had thirty-two rulers (Harrington 2013, XIII – XIV). 18th dynasty canopic jars were typically made from clay on a potter’s wheel (Taylor 2001, 68). The lids were mainly human form, and a few were animal form; both represented the four sons of Horus (Taylor 2001, 68). It was not until the 19th dynasty that their depiction was mainly animal form (Taylor 2001, 68). In 20th dynasty burials, canopic jars were still found, however, they typically appeared empty (Taylor 2001, 413). Canopic jars became a symbol of protection for the deceased continuing traditional funerary beliefs. The viscera were still removed and mummified but placed back into the corpse with small figures of the sons of Horus (Taylor 2001, 72). This was first seen during the reign of Ramesses V (Taylor 2001, 72). This new practice became common in the Third Intermediate Period (Dawson and Strudwick 2016, 178) (figure 5). Figure 5. Third Intermediate Period canopic jars. The Met Museum (n.d.) Museum No: 28.3.58a, b

[image: ]
In the Late Period (dynasties 25-30) canopic jars became functional again, once the viscera were removed, they were placed in jars (Oakes and Gahlin 2005, 413). The lids continued their animal form of the sons of Horus (Taylor 2001, 75) (figure 6). Figure 6. Late Period canopic jars. The British Museum (n.d.) Museum No: EA57368


[image: ]If the canopic jar lid is from the Middle Kingdom, it is unlikely to be a representation of the deity, Imsety; in the Middle Kingdom, ‘ty’ at the end of a name was a grammatical indicator of female gender (Taylor 2001, 68: Grajetzki 2014, 52) suggesting Imsety was female. Typically, canopic jars from the Middle Kingdom were a set of four human heads (Taylor 2001,68). The lid without a beard was typically a lighter colour than others (Taylor 2001, 68) and therefore may have been female (figure 7). An example of this is king Amenemhat II’s daughter Ita’s tomb (Grajetzki 2014, 52). Figure 7. Middle Kingdom canopic jars. Janot 2008, 287. 

If the canopic jar lid is from the Late Period, this is when the Persians ruled over Egypt. The tomb the lid came from is unknown; it is unclear whether it belonged to an Egyptian carrying out his traditional funerary beliefs or a Persian ruler who was adopting Egyptian practices. However, if the lid is from the Late Period, it is likely to be a representation of the deity, Imsety (Brewer and Teeter 2007,169). 
It is possible that this lid is an imitation of a canopic jar due to the sharpness of the rim and the symmetrical detail on the facial features. However, even this ‘fake’ may have its own value, story and interest as an object. Without knowing more information; where it was found, its age or having the jar itself we cannot fully and accurately understand the object’s history and role. 
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