[bookmark: _GoBack]Exploring the humanities
Week 3: Philosophy 
Does the existence of Evil provide compelling evidence to the claim that God does not exist?

[bookmark: _Int_7UvrxJbD][bookmark: _Int_uzGaW7YQ][bookmark: _Int_vuEFgVEV]To address this question, the terms ‘Evil’ and ‘God’ need to be defined. Evil is “morally bad, cruel, or very unpleasant” (Cambridge university press, 2022), and with this definition there is an understanding that the term Evil is subjective, as it being “morally bad” by nature means that those with differing morals will have differing opinions of what Evil is. So having said this the term ‘Evil’ in this assignment will be addressed as a subjective term in the bracket of it meaning “morally bad.” The Term ‘God’ will be used as a word meaning “a spirit or being believed to control some part of the universe or life and often worshipped for doing so, or something that represents this spirit or being” (Cambridge university press, 2022). So differing opinions of what ‘God’ is will also be addressed and formulate part of the argument.

[bookmark: _Int_vcYNQ4sC]Spinoza’s God (also known as Einstein's God) is their belief that the fabric of the universe and everything that makes it is in fact ‘God’ (Stanford Encyclopedia of philosophy, 2020). Taking this into account the idea of morality starts to lose meaning, as when addressing the ‘traditionalist’ idea of God being monotheistic and morally ‘good,’ giving into the idea that there would be an opposing force being morally ‘bad’ or ‘Evil’ this introduces the idea of if everything is God, then nothing is morally good or bad, it is just God. The idea that God is everything and anything that is not God is within God, so projecting the human ideology of morality onto it seems illogical, as morally speaking a rock is neither good nor bad, it is neutral in a sense, so if God is everything that makes up the universe, which would include the rock, then God would be in the human ideology morally neutral, saying this in a day to day basis does not address the morality of a rock therefore one should not address the morality of God. So, baring this in mind, the idea of Evil cannot disprove the existence of God in this aspect, for if everything is God, then the existence of Evil, either is God or within God. Having said this, the idea of morality being a human subjective concept, means that the concept of Evil is within God, as we are within God, meaning that Evil does not exist as a part of Spinoza’s God. And according to Plato’s theory of multiplicity a human concept being naturally simplistic cannot begin to portray the complex ideologies of a God like being whom is reality itself, thus Good and Evil have no meaning outside of the confides of the human mind. (Stanford encylopedia of philosophy, 2017)
[bookmark: _Int_uwqORV0y][bookmark: _Int_rerQ6zJQ][bookmark: _Int_PzvzLlBj][bookmark: _Int_DxmggjOL][bookmark: _Int_nS8lJULL][bookmark: _Int_TKWd1nG6]Having said this, as the idea of God is also subjective, the traditional monotheistic idea of God, also needs to be considered. The idea of a monotheistic God, especially in Christian ideology, dictates that such God is omnipotent, omnibenevolent, and omniscient. (Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, 2021) This is where the problem with Evil begins, as if God is all-loving, they would wish to eradicate Evil and suffering, but as they still exist, then God cannot be all-knowing or all-powerful, and vice versa. (Stanford Encyclopedia of Philosophy, 2015) Having said this, the idea of Evil does in fact challenge this idea of God, but as Evil is interpretive, what humans perceive as Evil, may not intern be what the ‘ultimate deity’ would perceive as morally bad. While that may be the case, an all-knowing God would know how the way humans are affected by Evil and suffering and being all-loving would still try to eradicate it. So, with this view of a monotheistic deity, the premise of Evil would start to disprove the theory of an omni-God but does not entirely disprove the existence of a God. Mackie says that ‘In its simplest form the problem is this: God is omnipotent; God is wholly good; and yet Evil still exists. There seems to be some contradiction between these three propositions.’ (Mackie, 1955) Which supports the idea of the idea that, these three things cannot exist at the same time. As there may be an all-powerful deity, but this deity may operate in ways humans cannot understand, meaning that it would be easier to say a God does not exist than to try understanding the being, as for now God can only be understood as a concept rather than in the way we understand the existence of dogs or cats. With a monotheistic all-powerful deity being impossible to understand, polytheistic religions break down the aspects of the universe into their own individual deities. For instance, the Greek mythos has Gods to represent various aspects of human Emotions, Gods that represent various times in life e.g., birth, death. With this polytheism the idea of Evil is explained easily in this, as in religions such as Egyptian mythology, there is a deity that represents Evil (Apophis) whom is the chaos serpent, opposing the order of the cosmos. With this in mind, the concept of Evil fits into the idea of Gods easily, with each God embodying certain characteristics, e.g., Ra representing Good, Apophis representing Evil. (Mark, 2017) Meaning the existence of Evil does not disprove the existence of the Gods, as Evil is among them and among humans.
[bookmark: _Int_ezoxH582]In conclusion, Evil cannot disprove the existence of deities, as Evil being a human concept, there is no way to project these ideologies onto beings, who can never be understood by humans. As every creature has diverse ways of thinking, and humans cannot understand how a dog thinks, so too can a human never understand how an all-powerful deity thinks. Thus, meaning the human idea of Evil cannot disprove the existence of a God because if a God did exist the terms Good and Evil would have no meaning to them.
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