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During my time on placement, I observed and researched into several of the twelve pedagogical principles, as well as the Areas of Learning and Experience. Pedagogy is defined as “the interactions between teachers, students, and the learning environment and the learning tasks.” (Murphy, 2008, pp 28-39) and more simply it “refers to the complex relationship between learning and teaching.” (Welsh Government, 2008). It is referred to as the approach teachers take to teaching, by using a variety of teaching styles to deliver the Curriculum effectively. The new Curriculum outlined in Donaldson’s Successful Futures report, indicates that the reformed Curriculum will have “six Areas of Learning and Experience” (Donaldson, 2015) and twelve pedagogical principles, which are to be implemented throughout Foundation Phase classrooms in Wales by 2022. The Current Foundation Phase Framework encourages similar teaching as Successful Futures. The Foundation Phase Framework and Successful Futures, similarly, have the same structure and focus on enhancing learner’s skills in several Areas of Learning. However, Successful Futures has been further developed and enhanced to provide the learners with the best possible opportunities and experiences, as according to Donaldson (2015) its aim is to enable the learners to “grow as a capable, healthy, well-rounded individual” (Donaldson, 2015). The reformed Curriculum proposed by Professor Graham Donaldson, has a total of twelve pedagogical principles, however, within this assignment I will be discussing three of the pedagogical principles in depth. These will include “Good teaching and learning means employing a blend of approaches including direct teaching.” (Donaldson, 2015), “Good teaching and learning sets tasks and selects resources that build on previous knowledge and experience and engage interest.” (Donaldson, 2015) and “Good teaching and learning ranges within and across Areas of Learning and experience.” (Donaldson, 2015). 
Firstly, pedagogy one suggests that for teaching and learning to be successful, the teachers must use a “blend of approaches” (Donaldson, 2015). This is paramount within the Foundation Phase, as there will be several learners all of whom are at various ability levels and to ensure the learner’s interest is maintained, it is vital that the Curriculum is taught using a variety of teaching approaches. This was reinforced within my placement school, as it became evident that those learners grouped within a lower ability group, responded well to different approaches to those within a higher ability group. Therefore, to ensure effective teaching and learning is available for all learners, it is paramount for the teachers that they ensured a “blend of approaches” (Donaldson, 2015) are used. There are several teaching approaches which are available, these include teacher-led sessions, child-centred learning, independent learning, group work, focus groups, direct teaching and one-to-one learning. Within a lesson, the teacher can use a combination of approaches or change the approach they are using depending on the lesson context or the learner they are teaching.

The most common and effective approaches used within the classroom were independent learning and focus groups. Firstly, independent learning within the classroom was encouraged through Enhanced and Continuous Provision activities, as it was recognised by Maria Montessori that the most effective way for pupils to learn is through play. The philosophy of the Montessori Method highlights that the main aim for each activity is that the learner can independently complete the activity, with minimal adult intervention (Editorial, 2018). Therefore, by the learners being able to move around areas within the classroom and complete the challenges at each activity independently, they are following the Montessori approach, an approach that emphasises on independent learning and the learner being in control. Within the classroom, independent learning was encouraged in areas such as the Maths area, where they were set challenges such as filling the template of a dinosaur using coins and counting them to see if they had more or less than 17. This station was child led and encouraged independent learning. The learners were able to attempt the challenge themselves, check using the number line provided and then ask for adult intervention if needed. This approach only allowed for Assessment of Learning, a form of summative assessment which takes place after the learning has been done. However, as in the Foundation Phase the Enhanced activities are repeated daily, it provides the learner with the opportunity to make improvements the next time they visit the area. 
Furthermore, focus groups are one of the more appropriate teaching methods to use within the Foundation Phase and was used effectively within the classroom. This included the use of direct teaching to introduce the topic. Focus groups enable the correct teaching to be provided to the learners depending on where they are grouped on their ability. It presented the opportunity to observe the pupil’s attitudes to learning and the progress they were making, which is supported by Susan Isaac’s approach of observing “children’s intellectual growth.” (Welsh Government, 2008). The class teacher used focus lessons for those areas which the learners would need more guidance, such as writing sentences and learning Welsh phrases. Focus groups presented the opportunity to use Assessment For Learning techniques, a formative assessment which is most effective when providing learners with instant feedback. According to William (2002) “keeping learning on track … is crucial.” and therefore ensuring to provide the learners with feedback is essential for them to make improvements. Using Assessment For Learning techniques within focus group activities appeared to be extremely effective in my placement school, particularly when the learners participated in one of my lessons that also focused on writing sentences. Most importantly, focus groups enable teachers to plan appropriate strategies and techniques for those learners with Additional Learning Needs and ensure those within the group are of similar ability levels. 
The pedagogical principle discussed has both strengths and areas for development. Using a “blend of approaches” (Donaldson, 2015) is beneficial to the learner’s learning, however, it is essential that all learner’s individual needs are considered for it to be effective. Using direct teaching through focus groups will enable the learners to gain an understanding of the topic from the teacher and means all learners are receiving the same guidance where appropriate. However, it is important to consider that not all pupils will respond to this approach well and therefore, alternative approaches must be used. Similarly, not all pupils will be successful from independent learning and will require further adult intervention. Therefore, I have identified my areas for improvement regarding this pedagogical principle, which are to use more variety of teaching approaches within the classroom, ensuring to consider the individual needs of the learner. 

Secondly, pedagogy two suggests that when planning in the Foundation Phase, it must focus on “building on previous knowledge and experience” (Donaldson, 2015). It is important that learners can revisit the same station repeatedly over the week, as each time they will learn new information or a new skill. This is supported by J.B.Watson’s theory of “Frequency and Recency” (Weibell, 2011) as Watson believes that recalling information in appropriate time periods, will give the learners more chance of remembering the important information. Although it is important that the learners have the opportunity to revisit these areas, it is also paramount that the learners are given the opportunity to use their pupil voice to share their interests, so they can be included into the Enhanced and Continuous activities, ensuring their interest is maintained. This was done using a thematic approach, where the learners were able to suggest ideas for what their theme was going to be. While on placement, their theme was dinosaurs and it appeared that using pupil voice was beneficial as all pupils were engaged with the activities. 

It was evident that my placement school effectively followed this pedagogical principle, as the direct teaching, Enhanced and Continuous activities all ensured the learners were given the opportunity to enhance their knowledge. Each week, the Enhanced activities in each area were changed to focus on developing a new skill within the Foundation Phase Framework, but ultimately, they were building on their knowledge from the previous week. The Continuous activities mostly found outdoors remained the same, which enabled the learners to revisit when they were able to and build upon the knowledge they had gained there previously. The thematic approach for the week was “Dinosaur and all that rubbish” (Placement School, 2020) which focused primarily on endangered animals and saving the planet. To achieve this focus, the class teacher planned for whole class teaching to introduce the topic and give the learners a basic understanding. The learners were then able to develop their knowledge through Enhanced and Continuous activities both indoors and outdoors, providing them with different experiences to learn. Jerome Bruner believes that learners should be given different opportunities to learn, this including the environment where they learn, as well as the approach used to learn. Without these opportunities, learners are not able to build on previous knowledge.
As part of this topic, I devised my own lesson plan which was to be delivered to a small group as part of a focus task, using a direct teaching approach. To ensure the task I created was giving the learners the opportunity to “build on previous knowledge and experience” (Donaldson, 2015), I used the Foundation Phase Framework to ensure the learners had the opportunity to further develop their knowledge on structuring sentences, which developed their “Language, Literacy and Communication Skills” (Welsh Government, 2015, p.12-26), their overall “Knowledge and Understanding of the World” (Welsh Government, 2015, p.40-42) in regard to saving the planet and endangered animals and enhance their “Creative Development” (Welsh Government, 2015, p.46-48). The learners developed their knowledge during my focus task and was able to use the information they had learned when completing their Enhanced challenges. 
During my placement, they used Forest School to enable the learners to “build on previous knowledge and experience” (Donaldson, 2015). During the topic “Harry and the Dinosaurs Week” (Placement School, 2020) the lessons planned for Enhanced and Continuous Provision linked extremely well with Forest School. At the craft station as part of the Enhanced Provision activities, the learners were able to use natural resources to create a picture and as part of the Continuous Provision activity, the school yard had a mud kitchen where the learners were able to further build upon the knowledge learned as part of the Enhanced. In addition, participating in Forest School enabled the learners to develop their knowledge on natural resources, by witnessing the environment where they can be found. This idea of learning outdoors and using natural resources to aid the pupil’s learning is supported by Professor Jan White. Jan White believes that learning outdoors is vital to a child reaching their full potential and states that “outdoors is where most children want to be” (White, 2014). While observing the learners during their Enhanced and Continuous Provision activities, it was evident that most pupils were more engaged with the topic while outdoors, compared to activities they were completed indoors. From my placement experience, I identified areas for improvement in regard to this pedagogical principle, which would be to create lessons that enable learners to build on their knowledge that they have learnt in previous lessons. 
Lastly, the third pedagogical principle suggests that to ensure effective teaching and learning, an appropriate range of the Areas of Learning and Experiences should be included in the activities. According to Donaldson (2015) “Each of the Areas of Learning and Experience should make distinct and strong contributions to developing the four purposes of the Curriculum.” (Donaldson, 2015). This is important as it will ensure the learners are developing their skills in all areas of the Curriculum and enabling them to have experiences, they may not have had before, such as Expressive Arts. Having the opportunity to learn through a range of experiences is supported by Jerome Bruner, who believes learners are not able to progress if they are not given the opportunities or experiences which allow them to. 
Although my placement school primarily plans their lessons using the Foundation Phase Framework, they ensure to make Cross-Curricular Links and have begun to use a range of the Areas of Learning in preparation for the change to the Curriculum. I observed the ways which Areas of Learning and Experience were implemented within the Foundation Phase and it appeared to be implemented through Enhanced Provision activities. There was an area with a challenge to resemble each Area of Learning, which was effective in keeping the learners engaged. Expressive Arts was implemented into the classroom through the Craft, Role Play, Small World and Puppet Theatre areas, which provided the learners with the opportunity to develop their skills in Expressive Arts through play and through using their imagination. From my observations on how Areas of Learning and Experience was implemented within the classroom, I ensured to apply these to my lesson where appropriate. Within my planning for a lesson which was focused on developing the learners “Language, Literacy and Communication Skills” (Welsh Government, 2015) I ensured to include “Expressive Arts, Humanities, Science and Technology” (Donaldson, 2015) which meant I had covered several of the Areas of Learning and Experience within my activity. 
In addition, Areas of Learning and Experience was implemented both indoors and outdoors within the Foundation Phase at my placement school. Friedrich Froebel believed in outdoor learning and how the environment they are placed in influences how well they learn. As part of one of my activities, the learners were able to use what they had learned indoors about saving the planet, in activities outdoors, allowing for Cross-Curricular learning. By using equipment such as a water tray to represent and masquerade as the sea, the learners were encouraged to add plastic and other forms of litter into the tray, as well as on the floor, to identify the problems that arise to both the sea and the various species of animals associated with the sea. Due to the children interacting with the equipment and the various scenarios within the task, I believe their learning experience benefited and they developed a greater understanding than if they were informed of these issues verbally. Also, an additional aspect of my lesson was for the learners to individually create a poster highlighting the ways they believe people could save the animals. Theorist Friedrich Froebel’s philosophy supports this approach of enabling the children to be creative and learning through Cross-Curricular teaching, as one of his four components was “Creativity” (HRF, 2020). He believes in allowing the learners to be independently and naturally creative, using their own imagination to create something. Ultimately, the lesson I planned had a range of the Areas of Learning and I ensured to provide the learners with various experiences to keep them interested. To improve in this pedagogy next time, I would consider using alternative techniques such as whole class teaching or Assessment For Learning and broaden my use of the Areas of Learning and Experience. 
There are some challenges which will be faced due to the changing of the Curriculum, particularly due to the new Curriculum being majorly child-led. The idea is to give the learners the opportunity to use their pupil voice with the choices they make, regarding how they learn. However, this could be challenging as the teachers must ensure they are covering all Areas of Learning and Experience within their lessons. Also, learners will still require guidance with their learning and will need to learn using a variety of teaching approaches.
In conclusion, the three pedagogies discussed are all important and essential in ensuring “Good teaching and learning” (Donaldson, 2015). These pedagogical principles were all utilised effectively within my placement school, particularly when using a “blend of approaches” (Donaldson, 2015) to teach the Curriculum. I ensured to use the three pedagogical principles within my lessons where appropriate, however, recognise that there are areas for improvement. It was evident that my placement school were beginning to make changes to move from the Foundation Phase Framework to the reformed Successful Futures Curriculum by 2022. Although they still followed the Foundation Phase Framework, they were ensuring that their Enhanced Provision Plan was covering most Areas of Learning and Experience. Therefore, when planning my own lesson, I ensured to follow the same framework as they did, this ensuring that I was giving the learners the opportunity to develop their knowledge and understanding. However, throughout my training and during my next Professional Teaching Experience, I will improve by making sure to use a variety of teaching approaches while planning for differentiation and ensuring my lesson “ranges within and across Areas of Learning and Experience” (Donaldson, 2015). 
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