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	Title of Dissertation:

Gender, Race and Power in My Antonia and Wide Sargasso Sea. 


	Aims and Objectives:

These are:
· To establish to what extent My Antonia and Wide Sargasso Sea interrogate the binaries of male and female, man and woman using a feminist theoretical approach. 
· To explore to what extent My Antonia and Wide Sargasso Sea interrogate the binaries of self and other using a post-colonial theoretical approach. 


	Abstract (approximately 500 words):
My dissertation is going to explore gender, race and power in My Antonia by Willa Cather and Wide Sargasso Sea by Jean Rhys, two texts written from the margins.  The introduction will situate my discussion within existing critical literature which has explored both texts from various perspectives.  Whereas Wide Sargasso Sea has frequently and understandably been read in the context of Jane Eyre, My Antonia has largely been regarded as a literary window into life on the American Frontier.  However, this dissertation will provide an interesting juxtaposition of both character and place within which to explore the construction and deconstruction of the binaries of male and female and self and other. The focus will be upon close readings of each text to enable a thoughtful and critical analysis to be undertaken. 
Chapter One will embody a feminist approach to both texts to explore the characters of Antonia and Antoinette in My Antonia and Wide Sargasso Sea respectively.  It will be considered how the two female protagonists are portrayed within two very different worlds and to what extent they subvert the notion of being ‘female’ both at the time the texts were written and to present day readers. I will consider to what extent their presentation conforms to or resists dominant discourses of gender and will draw upon the work of theorists including Gayatri  Chakravorty Spivak, Judith Butler, Sandra Gilbert and Susan Gubar.  I will also draw upon the ideas of French feminist theory as appropriate. 
Chapter Two will embody a post-colonial approach to primarily explore the characters of Antonia and Jim Burden in My Antonia and Antoinette and Edward Rochester in Wide Sargasso Sea.   It will be considered to what extent the binaries of ‘self’ and ‘other’ are either reinforced or subverted, how this is done and what this suggests to the reader.  Whereas the setting of Nebraska in My Antonia is a place which is striving to form a new identity, Granbois and Coulibri in Wide Sargasso Sea are places that are in a state of collapse; this juxtaposition will also be considered in this dissertation as the context of this is crucial to a full exploration of race in these texts.  This chapter will refer back to Chapter One as appropriate to explore the intersection of race and gender and how each set of  binaries (or not, as the case may be) impact upon each other and contribute to the discussion of power.  I will draw upon the work of theorists including Edward Said and once again, Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak.
Chapter Three will focus upon a discussion of selected minor, but key characters from both texts.  These characters include Lena Lingard and Mrs Harling in My Antonia and Annette Cosway and Christophine in Wide Sargasso Sea.  A feminist and post-colonial approach will continue to be used and this chapter will refer back to Chapter One and Chapter Two for comparison and contrast.  Lena Lingard and Mrs Harling are two characters whose presentation will subtly contribute to the discussion in this study, whilst the characters of Annette Cosway and Christophine feature rather more significantly in Wide Sargasso Sea.
The conclusion will summarise the findings to state the extent to which My Antonia and Wide Sargasso Sea interrogate fixed binaries of gender and race; it will then conclude how each text contributes to the presentation of power and agency through their depiction of a changing society and how this will have been, and continues to be, perceived by past and present day readers. It will summarise the effectiveness of the theories used and review any significant differences and similarities in relation to race and gender between each text. 
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Timetable
This is a very crude timetable where I have set out a timescale to aim for.  My course actually ends at the end of September 2020 but I thought it might be more sensible to aim to end earlier and have the extra time if needed.  
	Beg. February – mid March 
	Introduction   (1000 words)

Chapter 1  (4000 words)



	Mid March to end of April 
	Chapter 2  (5000 words)

	Beg. May to mid June


	Chapter 3  (4000 words)



	Mid June to End July
	Conclusion  (1000 words)

Abstract


