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Report
Introduction
In this assignment the definition of sustainable development is determined. Three goals will be discussed in-depth to evaluate the progression of sustainability and also to critically evaluate them. This assignment will also include the challenges that the UK and the United Nations came across in implementing these goals. Finally, it will comprise the recommendations in improvement to these strategies and goals.
What is sustainable development ?
Sustainable Development is a process which everyone must follow.  This is done to meet “the needs of the present, without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs” (Sustainable Development Commission, n.d).   This can be understood in many ways which means looking after the world without damaging any of the natural resources, looking after the atmosphere and making sustainable use out of it.  The importance of this is to allow everybody’s “basic needs” are all fulfilled to enjoy a “better quality of life” from birth to death (UK Parliament, 2011).  
According to GOV.UK (2019) there are 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) another name given to this is “Global Goals”. In 2015 the United Nations embraced this globally to “end poverty, protect the planet, and ensure that by 2030 all people enjoy peace and prosperity” (United Nations, 2022).  
The 17 SDGs are all interlinked to achieve better outcomes.  If each goal is not accomplished to its fullest potential and not dealt with competently then this will affect the follow up in other goals.  In the progression of commitment countries are working hard for those who are falling behind.  The SDGs have devised plans to ‘end poverty, hunger, AIDS and discrimination against women and girls (United Nations, 2022).
Also including “social and economic” restrictions which we deal with as a nation.  All this needs to be implemented to benefit the next generation and therefore generations to come (ByJu’s, 2022). 
Respect for nature and humanity is required in order to achieve this growth, with three key points to consider. The three main points which need to be considered for sustainable development are as follows: Environmental aspect, economic aspect and social aspect. These three goals interact and function as one dimensional concept. These characteristics include 169 development related initiatives and 17 “sustainable goals”, also known as global goals that must be completed (United Nations, 2021).
The social pillar, which considers everyone’s needs and promotes social advancement, equality, and justice, is one of the three pillars of sustainable development. The environmental side focuses on effectively wild life and nature, including the earth in general, while the economic aspect emphasises on steady growth and employment (Sustainable Environment, 2018).
According to the United Nations (n.d) The 17 goals are derived from these three aspects, which comprise of “No Poverty, Zero Hunger, Good Health and Well Being, Quality Education, Gender Quality, Clean Water and Sanitation, Affordable and Clean Energy, Decent Work and Economic Growth, Industry , Innovation and Infrastructure, Reduced Inequalities, Sustainable Cites and Communities, Responsible Consumption and Production, Climate Action, Life Below Water, Life On Land, Peace, Justice and Strong Institutions, Partnerships for the goals” (National Geographic, 2023: Gupta and Vegelin 2016).
Another statement made by Byju’s (2022) states the “world’s natural ecosystem” is very much under pressure to maintain the sustainable resources of goods, food, fibre, and gas for the expanding world.  The best way forward is to prevent or manage the way our natural resources are used to support sustainability (ByJu’s 2022).  According to Royal College of Nursing (2022) there is a saying by Desiderius Erasmus “Prevention is better than cure”.  
According to the Sustainable Development Commission (n.d) the conference of sustainable development was first introduced by “the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development held in Rio de Janeiro in 1992”.  This conference had a significant impact globally on how to help stay more focused on sustainability.  The event was visited by more than 100 “Heads of state and” delegates “from 178 national governments”.  The summit which also included other delegates from many different companies speaking on behalf of civil society.  To overcome the problem of “environmental degradation” sustainable development was introduced.  This was considered “by the Brundtland Commission in the 1987 report.  Our Common Future” (Five Talents UK, 2021).
Goal 1 – “NO POVERTY” 
The Sustainable Development Goal 1 is to “End poverty in all its forms everywhere” (Horoszowski, 2015).  
This means to help and support people all round the world to help them out of poverty by all means.  Showing them a way forward by sustainable development.  According to Gupta and Vegelin (2016) “on social  inclusiveness, goals 1 and 17 seek better domestic financial resource mobilization”.  Goal 1 has been implemented to concentrate on “ending poverty” through different strategies.  For example, “the promotion of social protection system, decent employment, and resilience of the poor” (GOV.UK, 2021).  The poverty rate around the world has been reduced since 2000 by more than a half.  Immense hard work and perseverance are still required to ease pain and help develop the strength of those people who are still underprivileged, especially in African countries (United Nations, 2022).  Another way forward is to develop the social protection system and make improvements for disaster prone counties.  These are some of the world’s worst of countries.
The important goal of the 2030 Agender for Sustainable Development is to eliminate severe deprivation for all people everywhere by 2030.  The rate of poverty reduced from “10.1% to 8.6% between 2015 and 2018,” (United Natioins, n.d).  CONTINUING providing a long-term trend.  According to nowcasts, the COVID-19 pandemic would cause the worldwide poverty rate to soar “from 8.3% in 2019 to 9.2% in 2020”.  The level of excessive poverty has escalated initially since 1998 and is at its peak since 1990 which has delayed the fight against poverty by around three years (United Nations, n.d).
According to the United Nations (n.d) the COVID-19 pandemic’s effects ceased the 25 years development of steadily decreasing poverty.  The effects of the crisis in Ukraine and rising inflation are intensifying this historic  setback even beyond.  It is forecasted that the growing effects of these crises will result to a further 75 million to 95 million individuals surviving in severe hardship in 2022, in comparison with pre-pandemic predictions (United Nations, n.d).   
Strategies for goal 1
The first strategy will specifically be looking at “Supporting the most disadvantaged and vulnerable children and young people through high quality local services so that no one is left behind” (United Nations, n.d).  This strategy is implemented for the UK.
According to GOV.UK (2021), education will be the main focus in order to aid Britain’s potentials and help the country to move forward after the effects which the coronavirus (COVID-19) has left everyone in.
Going forward this strategy will be implemented to power financial improvement.  This will be done by upgrading schooling guidelines throughout the country.  Give every child the best possible start in life they need in life for a better.  To sustain a better future in education a long term agenda has been set out to meet the aims and goals which need to be implemented in order to deal with the impacts from the coronavirus (Venkatech, 2020).
The second strategy for goal 1 is “end rough sleeping through more effective prevention and crisis intervention services, and reduce homelessness by enabling local authorities to fully meet their statutory duties” (United Nations, n.d).
This is a policy that the government is trying to build on due to the growing concerns.  The Ministry of Housing has a goal to reach which is to build homes that are accessible to everyone across the country (BBC News, 2020).  There has been prospect to introduce kind and modernise planning system with eye catching and high quality homes in the community.  It is only fair to build for the community and help the rough sleepers during the pandemic.  Everyone needs a warm place to sleep in (UK Parliament, n.d) The objective for this goal is to end tough times for people who are sleeping rough in this country.
Pros
Help in identifying hidden talents of pupils.
Giving the disadvantage and vulnerable an opportunity without great exceptions.
Available funding to their requirement.
Qualified staff (Estyn, 2020).
Cons 
Lack of experienced staff.
Maintaining extra safeguarding rules/regulations (Estyn, 2020)
Poverty is still an issue in every country states the Global Goals (n.d).  “Over 8% of the world’s population lives in extreme poverty “.  This is more of an issue than before due to Covid-19 (Bookings, 2020).  
Progress of goal 1
A lot of effort and determination is required to move forward and make progress.  Here are some key facts.
The most important task to remember is recognising the potential of each child.  All children are individuals and we want to facilitate every each and every learner.  This will be done by safeguarding the vulnerable and making sure the education provided will be of highest standards, including care and training.
The outcome of this will improve understanding of each individuals ability to perform which will benefit our economy, moving forward improve people’s awareness of their surroundings encouraging equality.  
It is the obligation of “The Department for Education (DfE for children’s services and education”.  This includes ‘early years, school, higher and further education policy, apprenticeship and wider skills in the UK’ (GOV.UK, 2021).  Our goals are working together to offer services for children.  Including training skills and education which will make sure there is equal opportunities for everyone regardless of experience and personal situations.
Patrick (2020) states that Trudeau said “Building Back Better means giving support to the most vulnerable while maintaining our momentum on reaching the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the SDGS”.
“Canada is here to listen and to help.  This pandemic has provided an opportunity for a reset.
This is our chance to accelerate our pre-pandemic effects to reimagine our economic system that actually address global challenges like extreme poverty, inequality and climate change”.
Implementation on health sector for goal 1
According to UNICEF (n.d) everyone, regardless of age is allowed to live a healthy life and encouraged to be content and happy according to goal 3.  Every stage of life, from the beginning at birth is essential for maintaining ones health and well-being.  All of the major main  health concern are focused in this goal which includes, “productive, maternal, new born, child  and adolescent health; communication and non-communicable diseases; universal health coverage; and access for all to safe, effective, quality and affordable medicines and vaccine” (UNICEF, n.d and Morton et al., 2017).
Challenges for goal 1
There are many different challenges with the sdg goals.  Those challenges can be divided in three categories: governance, implementation and instability.  Growing insecurity is a result of “increasing global instability” which includes the current economic crisis, the conflict in North Africa and the Middle East and the issues resulting from a changing environment (Future Learn, 2023).


Recommendations
The following are some recommendations for goal 1
There has always been some form of poverty in every country.  According to The Global Goals (n.d) “over 8% of the world’s population lives in extreme poverty”.  Taking the right approach by speaking up and putting your opinions forward to encounter “against extreme poverty”.
Lead financial development through with developing abilities though different paths,  this will turn into positive production and encourage people to go out and be successful whether it is  to work or for their social needs.
Nundy et al,. (2021) states sadly, Covid-19 has affected the education system in an enormous way, starting from infant education to higher education. In about 100 countries schools closed their doors to their students to stop the spread of the virus.  According to UNESCO, (2020) there was an approximately 990 million students who’s schooling had been impacted because of the Covid-19.   
Improving education requirements, knowledge, abilities and experience to all, so they can be trained for the big wide world. Resulting in “children and young people” having a brighter future in all parts “of the country” (UNESCO, 2020).
Encourage the highly underprivileged children alongside the vulnerable “children and young people” providing them with high-level services which will leave no one behind.
Provide the best start in life through high quality local services so that no one is left behind (cross cutting outcome) (GOV.UK 2021).
Give every child the best possible start they need in life for a better future.
Goal 2 –   “ZERO HUNGER”
The Sustainable Development Goal 2 is to “End hunger, achieve food security and improve nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture” (Horoszowski, 2015).
According to the United Nations (n,d) The Sustainable Development Goal 2 is to Zero Hunger by 2030 meaning to eliminate hunger worldwide.  “Between 720 million and 811 million people across the world experienced hunger in 2020, which was an increase of about “161 million” from the previous year.  Additionally,  “in 2020”, an astounding “2.4 billion” individuals  or more than 30% “of the world’s population”, had moderate to severe food insecurity and even lacked frequent access to a sufficient diet.  In just one year, the number rose by approximately “320 million people”.  In 2020, there were “149.2 million children under” the age of five who were underdeveloped for their height according to their age, which was down  from 24.4% in 2015.
Between 2014 and the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, the number of people who go hungry and experienced diet insecurity have being  steadily increasing.  These  increasing rates have been  made much higher by the COVID-19 issue, which has had an impact on all types of malnutrition.  The worse overall, especially in youngsters.  Food shortage and rising food prices are also result of falling food production to social conflict and diminishing food output (United Nations, n.d).  A lot of investing in agriculture is vital for reducing deprivation and malnutrition, enhancing food security, creating jobs and build structure which is strong  enough to resist natural disasters for example earthquakes and tragedies (United Nations n.d).  The largest global food crisis since the Second World War fighting is being caused by the conflict in Ukraine, which is further affecting the worlds food supply systems (United Nations n.d).  Another source from the BBC News (2021) states “Market and supply disruptions due to restrictions on movement have created local shortages and higher prices and experts had warned that high demand and low production would lead to rising inflation as economies exit lockdown”.
Strategies for goal 2
The first strategy for goal 2 is “Increase the sustainability productivity and resilience of the agriculture, fishing, foods and drink sectors, enhance biosecurity of the border and raise animal welfare standards” (GOV.UK, 2021).
GOV.UK (2021) states the following are some of the important initiatives targets which this strategy will deal with and these are; NO2 reduction, collecting a six year ”capital investment in flood and coastal defences, future farming and” rural, and animal welfare. 
The second strategy for goal 2 is to “shape the international order and ensure the UK is a force for good in the world by supporting sustainable development and humanitarian needs, promoting human rights and democracy; and establishing common international standards” (GOV.UK, 2021).  
According to GOV.UK (2021) “The Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Offices aims to have the greatest  global impact possible in support  of British interests and values by joining forces with partners to be a positive influence on the globe”.

Pros 
As individual human beings we all want what is best for our families which means sufficient and good healthy food to eat.  Our economy, education, health, equality and social development may all benefit from a world without starvation. It is an very important factor to consider in building a healthier and brighter future for everybody (United Nations n.d).
· Experience growing your own food and purchase local and food according to the season.

· Try to preserve fresh food and the food which is left over before the sell by date.

· Try to become a vegetarian for a day.  Eating less meat will help the meat industry as this will have an enormous effect on the natural environment.

Cons 
“About 1 in 10 people in the world are suffering from hunger”
“Nearly 1 in 3 people lack regular access to adequate food (2020)”
“Soaring food prices affected 47% of countries in 2020 (up from 16 %in 2019”
“149.2 million children under age 5 suffer from stunting (2020)”
“To reduce stunting in children by 50% by 2030, annual rate of decline must double (from 2.1 to 3.9% per year)” (UN, 2022).
Progress for goal 2
According to GOV.UK (2021) we are here to improve the quality of air, the way water, the land and the food we eat.
Our goal is to improve the natural environment and leave it a better off condition than we found it so that the future generation may enjoy it.
Coming together as a global nation can benefit everyone especially the most needy.  There are many different projects and campaigns which have been put together by different organisations.  This is done in order to help change the future to help zero hunger (The Global Goals n.d).	 
Implementation on the health sector 
Strong international cooperation is very important than ever before in order to ensure that countries have the means they need to recuperate from the pandemic (United Nations, 2022).  Other factors which the world is facing are “deterioration of key, economic and environmental indicators (United Nations n,d).
Challenges for goal 2
According to the United Nations (2023) in the norm of everyday life of shelling attacks, supplies for example medicine, roofing repair kits, bottled water and solar lamps were unloaded, bringing attention to the situation of thousands of citizens who are not capable or reluctant to leave behind their homes.  On the 3 February 2023 two UN aid convoys had “reached communities with acute needs near the contract line in Ukraine’s war shattered east this week, relief coordinators reported on Friday”.
Recommendations
The following are some recommendations for goal 2
Ending hunger, obtaining food security, enhancing nutrition and promoting sustainable agriculture are all goals of SDG2.  This acknowledges the connection between promoting sustainable agriculture, combating malnourishment, encouraging smaller farmer, advancing gender equality, reducing rural poverty, guaranteeing healthy lifestyles and combating climate change (HM Government, n.d).
Goal 3 – “GOOD HEALTH AND WELL BEING”
The Sustainable Development Goal 3 is to “Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages” (Horoszowski, 2015).
To maintain sustainable development, it is important to ensure healthy lives and promote well-being across all ages.  Now the whole world is encountering a “global health crisis” nothing like any other which is Covid-19. 
By the middle of 2022, more than 500 million people had been infected by the Corona virus worldwide.  The most recent projections indicate that by the end of 2022, there may have been as many as 15 million people globally who have lost their lives that have been directly and indirectly attributed to COVID-19 (United Nations n.d). 
The epidemic has caused serious disruptions in vital “health services”  which has increased “anxiety and depression” incidences, decreased “life expectancy” globally, slowed down twenty years of effort to achieve “universal health” care and all this has also delayed development to eliminating “HIV, TB and malaria”.     
The outcome was a decrease in vaccine treatment which dropped for the first time in ten years and the there was an increase in malaria and tuberculosis fatalities.  To get the world moving forwarding in achieving Goal 3, a lot of urgent and organised action  is required  (United Nations n.d).
According to GOV.UK (2021) the government wants to cut down emissions by 78% by 2035, with a minimum reduction of 68% in 2030.
Strategies of goal 3 
There are different programmes and tactics being used to complete this goal but the two strategies this assignment is focusing on are to “combat climate change and improve air quality by decarbonising transport”.  A sustainable and adaptable local government sector encourages people while providing essential services.  
[bookmark: _Hlk127961722]The government introduced the first clean Air Act in 1956 and in 1961 the UK recognised “the world’s first co-ordinated national air pollution monitoring network, called the Nation Survey”.  This was implemented to check sulphur dioxide and black smoke in the UK within 12 sites (Department for Environment Food and Rural Affairs, n.d). 
The Department of Transport (2021) states that this approach is a primary goal, for the first strategy, which is “Tackle climate change and improve air quality by decarbonising transport”, and if that is fixed or enhanced, a number of other problems that are related to the issue will automatically fall into place.  For example cleaner air, such as traffic and pollution consumption and health, will also be resolved. Before 2050, the government aims to completely eliminate all vehicle exhaust emissions (GOV.UK, 2021). Strategies to reduce carbon emissions are weak and less successful than they should be (Renukappa et al, 2013).  In an attempt to develop this strategy a lot of emphasis has been put into the clean air zone.  
Pros
De-carbonising vehicles will benefit the atmosphere around us producing better air quality, this will improve the health of people mainly in those who suffer breathing problems  for example pneumonia, asthma or lung disorder.
· The technology in the cars will be newer and generate better results over time.
· Air quality (zones with clean air (Mehling et al; 2021).

· Bringing more awareness of public transport.

· Cycling  (GOV.UK 2022).

Cons
Can be expensive if you unable to exchange your car for another vehicle which means paying extra clean zone fees every time you enter the city.
If you are you are unfamiliar with the area it will a challenge to locate electrical charging stations, which can cause many difficulties (GOV.UK, 2022).
Problems affording expensive hybrid cars.
Mehling et al., (2021) states this is a Universal dilemma which is on the rise if nothing is done to create a solution.  Electric cars have been chosen to decrease “road transport greenhouse gas emissions” one thing that must be considered is the impact on air quality.
Progress of goal 3
The United Nations (n.d)  states in chapter 6 of Agender 21, the United Nations document on environment and development is committed to “Protecting and Promoting Human Health”.   The Agender acknowledges that there is a close link between health and development.  So in order to achieve the objectives of sustainable development and basic environmental protection,  Agender 21 actions are vital to deal with the main health requirements of the global population.
Taking one step towards in achieving universal sexual reproductive health and rights which the UK government has taken is the Department for international Development (DFID) obligation to include HIV and AIDS (SRHR).  This represents that progress has been made as HIV was previously addressed.
According to Bond (2019) another issue that must be addressed is family planning in order to focus on gender based violence, adolescent SRHR, safe abortion  and infertility.  In order for this to be accomplished a commitment to provide additional financial support for the Global Financing Facility for Every Women and Every Child (GFF).  Which means they are assisting the most needy places.  This financial support will help lower infant mortality.  
Implementation on health care  
The overall attempt to reduce COVID-19 has been led by the “World Health Organisation (WHO).  There is a plan devised by WHO and partners called “Strategic Preparedness and Response Plan.  This plan describes the nations should take public health precautions in order to be prepared for and respond to COVID-19.  The April 2020 Strategy Update focuses on the organised international support needed to face the challenges of COVID-19 and offers additional recommendations for the public health response nationwide (United Nations, n.d). 
Challenges for goal 3
The overall improvement level has decreased particularly throughout COVID-19 which has had an intense impact on the health system all over the world and threatening already achieved health outcomes.  Progress is still being made in many areas of the health care sector which includes reducing of parental and infant mortality, educating people about infections and getting immunisations (United Nations, n.d).  
Recommendations
This goal can be achieved in a number of ways. For example if universities, colleges and school receive help they will be able to enhance resistance, character and mental wellbeing of the students. 
This can also be done with the support of the DFE and organisation like the “Mental Health Programme, The Children’s and Nature Programme”, with Public Health England and NHS England getting involved, it is possible to improve people’s mental health by connecting them to nature and bringing them inner peace and tranquillity (GOV.UK, 2019).
“Peace and prosperity for people and the planet, now and into the future” (Sustainable Development Goals, n.d).
Conclusion
Finally, it can be said that the UK is making some improvements towards achieving the 17 goals for sustainable development.  However, there are still areas that require further development.  If the United Nations works together with the under privilege countries a lot of success can be achieved.  Getting all the relevant interventions and organisations involved can be challenging, but with perseverance anything is achievable to make the world a better place, to aid in the quality of life, health and wellbeing of people across the globe.
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