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Pacey(2022) explain how children only benefit from childcare if  its of a high quality of care. “also revealed that attending good quality early years settings have a positive impact on children, in regards to social, language and cognitive development(Munton et al., 2004). Also in agreement with Pacey(2022) Lopez(2016) also agrees that having a high quality of care setting has a good effect on the children but also adds that if a child comes from a poor background in their home environment even a poor quality setting can help a child’s development because It is a better environment than the child’s home environment.
 There are many areas that contribute towards delivering a high quality of care to early years for example ensuing detailed inspection reports are up to date and it is visible that they have been implemented to better practice, having qualified childcarers with plans for ongoing future development in qualifications to better practice and to gain experience, practitioners individual personalities play a big role in providing high quality of care for children. Pacey(2022) emphasises it is important that the individual show a personality that care deeply for others and have focused attention for the children while thy are in their care. There isn’t a single definition of quality of care for children but there are many elements to focus on when delivering a high quality of care says Pacey(2022). Lopez(2016) add that quality for children shouldn’t be focused on eduction and holds health but should also be focused on areas such as cognitive development, Emotional development and parenting. Foundation years(No date) explain that high standard quality of care is beneficial to children  because it has a lasting impact on children’s outcomes, children’s learning and even children’s life chances. “Quality Is not just a desirable feature, it is a political tool, a value-laden term that seeks to shape understandings as to the purpose of early years services and what they should look like”(Campbell-Barr and Lesson, 2016).

In line with the national minimum standard 18(Care inspectorate Wales, 2016) the quality of care is monitored to ensure settings comply with the minimum standard of quality care and to give assurance to the children and parents and any effort recognised beyond the minimum standard is categorised as a high quality of care. Gray(2022) explains that the programme pre-k was aimed to help children of poverty also receive high quality childcare because they said evidence showed that children that were in families at poverty level suffered more with their development because high quality standard childcare was only a option for families that was not in a state of poverty and this had a impact on children’s development due to only being able to attend settings that offered a high quality of standard care. This programme was launched in hope to help children improve their development by gaining high quality of care standards in their setting no matter what background the child has come from emphasised Gray(2022).   

“Quality of care review is a self-evaluation template for providers of childcare and play services”(Care inspectorate Wales, 2016 ). The aim of the quality and care review self-evaluation says care inspectorate wales Is to identify how settings can be maintained effectively and to identify how to improve the service and deliver a high quality of care service. The quality of care review is explained by care inspectorate wales to work in two separate parts, part one is feedback from the service users on the service and part two is self reflection form where the service managers then explain what they think they are giving high quality in or are there areas that need improvement to deliver the high quality of care to the children. Care inspectorate wales explain that the information for part one of the form is found by doing things such as giving service users ways of providing feedback to the setting on their service to them such as questionnaires that allow the setting to use the feedback provided to answer questions in part one of the self evaluation form. Welsh government(2018) explain that the self evaluation form is a  effective way of ensuring the setting is a high quality of care setting because they focus on service users information based on their experiences at the setting and this enables them to view the areas of development needed not only the strengths the setting has. It is also known as a credible way of seeking this information by welsh government(2018) because it is used to gather information from a variety of different organisations and partners to have views from all areas of the service and can have feedback to evaluate from numerous areas of the service. The information gained from the SASS form is then used for further planning by care inspectorate wales to plan upcoming inspections, help decide what areas to prioritise in inspections and to help make judgements about the service says play wales(2022). Play wales(2022) also explain that the SASS form is now a online form that has to be completed annually and they identify that the benefits of this for the setting includes better time keeping for the setting because the online report generates only revelations questions to the setting to eliminate the setting answering questions that aren’t suitable. There is online guidance for the setting to carry the form through to completion while providing accurate information. The online form also incorporates information from local authorities assessments to reduce the chance of the setting duplicating information that needs to be collected. Play wales(2022) says the biggest benefit of the form being online is because the setting can save the information and return at a later date, this then  allows the setting to be able to collect the information affectively. There are programmes such as “Baby effective learning” and “effective early learning” that help to support settings to do self evaluation and how to help improve quality says Centre for research in early year childhood(2022).Pacey(2022) explains that settings can prepare for the completion of SASS by making sure things such as first aid certificates with dates, staff present qualification certificates, Present staff DBS checks,Food hygiene certificates and child protection training documents are all easily accessible to input the information in the SASS. This information should be kept up to date at all times to ensure there is a high quality of care in the setting Says Pacey(2022). The sort of information that is included in the SASS are thing such as staff profiles including up to date qualifications, Setting capacity numbers and children’s log books, children’s registration books, the type of service that is offered and when and many other areas of development for the children says Pacey(2022). 

Another effective and accurate way of measuring the standard of quality in a setting is parent evaluation says Ages and Stages(2022) they have explained how parent evaluations is a effective way of reviewing the settings information and ensuring there’s a high quality of care standard. They say it’s a effective way because the parents are responding and giving information based on personal experience their child has gained since being at the setting not just knowledge. Ages and stages emphasise that parent evaluation is a way of overlooking to improve overall procedures in the setting and even a opportunity to ask the parents for future ideas for the practice to progress. Questionnaires that are given to parents have to be given at a appropriate time to gain effective feedback ages and stages(2016) advise. They say it is important when planning to send a questionnaire that its been considered how long the child has been in the setting and how familiar the parents are with they way they work at the setting to ensure the questionnaires has been used to to full potential to gather information for the setting. “A formative evaluation tool to help programmes improve nature education for young children”(Bhagwanji, 2011). Purpose of the environmental rating scale is to help settings improve their quality of care to a high quality of care standard. They help identify needed improvements to areas such as activities, resources and children’s experience at the setting , the same as the SASS the environment rating scales are also a self assessment tool and also gathers information from people such as family members ,local authorities and  teaching staff says Bhagwanji(2011). Different to the quality of care review the environment rating scale is suggested to be done every 2-3 years. Bhagwanji(2011) explains that the scale is made with minimum guidelines and each guideline is then rated and given a score based on the quality of each guideline and then there will be a description based on each score to explain why the score was given an what could be improved. The rating scale is made for future plan to be implemented to drive quality to a high quality standard. “The early childhood environment rating scales, including the early childhood environment rating scale-revised(Harms et al,2005) and the early childhood environmental rating scales third edition (Harms et al., 2015)  are the most widely used observational assessments in early childhood learning environments”(Harms et al., 2014). childcare aware identify the benefits of using environment rating scales of being that it allows the setting to improve programme quality, identifying strengths and weakness and where there’s room for improvement. They explain that there are many people to consider when they are using the environment rating scales such as the children, because a change in the environment can have a big impact on the children which means it’s important to keep the environment as familiar for the children as possible. Informing the parents is another important aspecting of planning for the inspection because its important that they are aware that someone will be entering the setting as a visitor to inspect and to observe the children using the equipment but will not interact with the children. 

I have gained knowledge on the subject high quality of care for early years settings and the knowledge I have gained will help myself in future practice. I believe it will help myself in future practice because Previous to doing this module I personally had very little knowledge on how quality was monitored in a childcare setting and knew nothing at all regarding the SASS statement. The SASS statement is a important aspect of driving quality in Early years settings and since doing research I can now explain in depth why the SASS form is used for example I have gained the knowledge that all registered childcare settings now have to complete a SASS online for CIW it is a legal requirement in wales this form then informs CIW what the registered company has in place such as monitoring, reviewing and how they individually look to improve their quality of care within their setting. Further to CIW accepting the information it is then used by them to plan inspections, determine when inspections should be made such as immediate or for future planning. Leaning this information has helped to gain personal experience and will support in future practice as a teaching assistant to enable myself to be involved and show I have the relevant knowledge in the area of practice to the setting. Since I have analysed the information gained on the subject high quality care in early years I now understand how I can personally help to maintain high quality in a setting by listening to and implementing feedback gained while using one or more of the quality measuring tools, i now have the understanding that it is important to use more than one quality measuring tools to ensure all areas of the childcare are measured for quality and take the information from the tools to drive quality to a higher standard by listening to the feedback given. Also while doing research in this module I have learned how it benefits children when a setting uses more than minimum quality of care. I have learned from the research I conducted that having high quality of care setting has many different benefits to children such as helping the children with their early brain development and it benefits things such as preparing the children for school and other life challenges they will face through their lives. Along with getting familiar with SASS I have also learned the importance of other ways of measuring  high quality care in a childcare setting. I have learned the benefits of using parents to measure the level of quality and the importance of why settings should use someone that knows how the setting operated. I will use the information I have gained by doing the research for future practice to help plan parent questionnaires and I will use my knowledge to set out a good quality questionnaire to help the setting gain quality information on measuring their high quality of care within the setting. 
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