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Language and literacy in the digital age

Story telling is a great way for children to learn and develop. When practitioners are reading to children it can make children make their own little worlds. Children are able to feel different emotions from listening and reading to stories, as stories can make someone feel sad, happy and excited, children are developing and learning new emotions. When children are in school storytelling is enabling children to develop on their language skills it can also develop children’s listening skills by children sitting down and listening to the story this can be mentally good for children. When parents are reading to babies in the womb, babies are able to hear and be familiar with mother's voice. The baby books project was put in place for mothers on low income to be made sure that all mothers were able to have educational books for them to read to their children, it was said that the mothers who had these books realised how important reading was and how good it was to have resources for reading. A nursery and Wales have highlighted that reading to children at a young age can have better concentration. Reading can also influence children’s literacy skills; children will be interested in researching this will be able to help children as they grow up. Children are able to be more confident with their reading skills. 

During the story telling the practitioner pointed at the pages and the words also the animals which were in the story. This is allowing children to follow the words and the lines the practitioner is reading. In a YouTube video created by ‘teach for life’ by pointing at words children are able to see that adults read left to right, this will help children with reading and learning how to read, children will have a much better understanding on how to say certain words also. When pointing at words and letters it helps children to understand spelling and language. A study leader named Dr Shayne Piasta believed that when showing children words and different letters this is supporting children with their language.  New research states that motivating children to point and use gestures can brighten a child’s vocabulary. By practitioners pointing at words during a story this gives children and babies a greater start of learning new skills, it could also potentially help children and babies make connections with different words and link words with objects around them. The research calls attention on how rewarding it can be when practitioners interact with toddlers and how it can have a positive impact on a child’s development. During the story telling the practitioner used different facial expressions with what was happening within the story. If practitioners are using different facial expressions for different feelings such as happy, shocked or angry this can make children more engaged with listen to the story. In the same way, the practitioner used different tones of voices to express those feelings as well. By over-exaggerating and being dramatic this makes It entertaining for the child and more involved. Kidmunication states that children are the most dramatic little human beings, children show every emotion in their face, if practitioners and adults are doing the same children are more likely to be more involved and engaged. Facial expressions make the story so much better it is a great skill to make the story more interesting. The story telling also used different sounds to represent different animals. By the practitioner using sounds children are not just learning new words and literacy children are learning different animals and what noise different animals make, this makes children’s learning wider. The storyteller used very effective techniques with telling the story, by using all of these it will make children more engaged and focused on what the story is about. As said above, this can develop on children’s literacy skills and learning new skills as well. The practitioner paused a lot during the story, which means it gives children the time to think and digest what was said during the story, the practitioner also asked many questions during the story this would make the children start to think. Research shows that, by asking children questions this can have a positive impact on the child’s thinking abilities and are able to develop a better understanding of language and reading skills. 

Children learn language from what is heard around them. Several parents read to children after birth this can help the child be familiar with mother’s voice and can calm the child. Children learn to speak and learn new words by listening to what they hear around them, reading does not come naturally to children, this is why it is important for practitioners and parents to read to children. Many households and settings are using touch screen tablets for learning. Children are using these devices to develop and support their use of digital literacy. Tablets that have print based interfaces can have a huge impact on children’s digital literacy development, it is said that using tablets are easier for children to use instead of a computer with a mouse (McManis and Gunnewig 2012). The article ‘touch screen tablets and emergent literacy’ believes that touch screen tablets could have a positive impact on children's digital literacy skills. The digital storytelling has apparently been designed to help and develop children's social and cognitive skills with a help of an adult. By children reading at home and having adult support it can support children with their literacy skills and print literacy skills. Priscilla Dunstan is the founder of Dustan baby language, Dunstan observed children to see how children would react or what noises were made before a child started crying. The whole reason for this research was for adults to avoid children from crying and be aware of what the child wants before the crying starts. Dustan believes that there are five different sounds which babies do before the child starts crying, she believed that these sounds that babies made instigated what they wanted. 

The Donaldson report 2015 believes that children should be able to have the best opportunities to meet their needs and to help their future. The curriculum highlights how much technology is coming into babies and children’s lives, technology impacts children in a personal, social and in the way, children learn new things.   The Donaldson report states that children need to learn how to use this technology, by doing this, children will be able to use the technology in a creative way this will help children in the future. John Bowlby has created an attachment theory which comes in to understanding childhood development, the attachment theory helps adults and practitioners understand the emotional and social development within children and how to create a bond with children. Bowlby believed that attachments between adults and children are created at the early years of childhood. By children having this relationship with adults this will be able to help with oracy, reading and writing as the children are having the love and care they need to be able to develop with literacy. 
On the other hand, there are some negatives to having technology around children. When children are using technology children’s social skills could be affected. By children being on an ipad or tablet all the time this could influence children’s ability to focus during school as children could get easily distracted. This could influence children’s literacy skills because if children are not paying attention children may struggle. However, children are able to use technology when learning digitally this could let children embrace their critical thinking as children are finding out their own information and resources. 
Estyn (2017 )has a key role in raising awareness for literacy and numeracy, it is there for schools to follow to improve children’s skills. The focus on literacy was to research children writing in Welsh and see what the standards were and finding out what the weaknesses were that children had. This helped teachers and adults too identify what the best option was to help the children. Estyn also have things put in place to help children who have additional needs, individuals are there to encourage these children to learn new life skills, the main focuses are developing thinking and communication. By Estyn creating the help for these children, this is allowing children to reach their targets. This will be a big help to help children with their literacy and digital literacy.
Digital writing is a skill that can help children with their critical thinking and learning new facts about things that they are studying. Adults in school are ensuring that they are giving children the opportunity to use digital writing as teachers feel the need to use more strategies and skills such as using technology and digital writing which may have a positive effect on children’s literacy.  
When practitioners or adults are reading to children it is very important that adults are engaging with the children, this will make the children more involved with what's going on within the story. When reading practitioners should consider Maslow’s hierarchy of needs, if parents are reading to children regularly this can make the child feel safe and secure. Maslow believes in the five levels of needs, when reading to children they can feel a sense of love and belonging as children are getting the human interaction they need. Self-actualization indicates a child’s full potential, these needs include education and learning new skills. 
To conclude, after researching it is clear to see that reading to children makes them feel safe and secure, children also create better relationships with adults around them. Research has shown that both literacy and digital literacy are important for children’s learning. It is important that parents, carers and practitioners are giving the time to children to watch them grow and develop through different types of literacy. 
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