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	For completion by the first marker:
Comments:
This thesis is a fascinating exploration of the ways in which human beings engage with and interact with the more-than-human environment. You begin with a succinct abstract, and then introduce the paper beginning with attitudes to climate change in Ireland. You suggest that a Celtic/animistic model may provide the philosophical shift needed to manage and thrive in a changed world. An exploration of how the voice of nature can be brought into the academic context. You establish a good rationale for the research and establish your central questions.

You then move into your literature review, which is divided into four thematic sub-sections. You discuss the notion of indigeneity, animism, and relational cosmologies. You introduce the notion of a ‘more-than-human co-researcher’ here, though this is perhaps material that should be in the methodology section. A discussion of the notion/concept of the ‘more-than-human’ might be a better fit for the literature review, e.g. the origins of the terminology in anthropology, indigenous studies, etc. You then go on to discuss the philosophical underpinnings of nature separation in the Western tradition, and address theories and approaches that seek to resolve the separation, e.g. phenomenology, deep ecology, etc. This is good. You then have a short section that deals with the historical and cultural context for Ireland, before turning to consider research on nature connection. In keeping with the wider transpersonal element, it might also be relevant to include some discussion of concepts of ‘channeling,’ or ‘possession,’ allowing the voices of nature/spirits to be spoken through human beings. Something on ‘practices’ might also be useful, e.g. practices such as the Council of All Beings, which give voice to different plant and animal species in a semi-ritualised context.

The next section outlines your methodology. You describe More-than-Human Participatory research, phenomenology and transpersonal approaches. Later on your discuss the practicalities of conducting the research, but it could be useful to have that material closer to this section, e.g. before reflexivity, etc. Just a minor point about structure. You then go into a detailed discussion of reflexivity and your own entanglement with the research, and ethics. The section on ethics is good. You include your protocol for communication here, though I wonder whether this might go in your practical methodology section, rather than in the ethical discussion. This is a good section overall that expands the scope of ethical consideration in research into the more-than-human. You then go on to discuss the practicalities of design and data collection (this is the bit that could have come a little earlier in the methodology section). You do a good job if unpacking your approach to the analysis of your data. 

The next section discusses the data you have collected. You discuss the demographics of your sample. You have included some good extracts of qualitative data from your informants, which allows their voices to speak through. There is some very interesting material here about the nature of the perceived communication between humans and non-humans. It would be useful to have some discussion in your literature review on modalities of ‘psychic’ perception, to see where these kinds of experiences fit in. There is also some interesting material in the anthropological literature about, for example, incorporating interviews with spirits, which may be relevant (see Nils Bubandt on interviewing ancestors). Very interesting. These are combined with visual representations of the data, clusters of central themes. You do a good job of relating back to material discussed in your literature review - try not to introduce new literature/theories in your discussion. This is a rich section that gives voice to your human respondents. 

In your concluding section you go on to summarise the major themes that arose in the process of the research - themes of communication with nature, attunement with natural processes, reciprocity, etc.. You then evaluate the use of more-than-human participatory research methods, and the impact on participants, which is good.  You end with a discussion of the implications of the research, methods and findings for research going forward, as well as for society and culture in dealing with the global climatic changes and challenges. 

Overall, this is a fascinating and innovative approach to incorporating the non-human perspective into social scientific research.  You do a good job of weaving different perspectives together into the thesis, e.g. threading in parts of your own reflections, as well as those thoughts/reflections that seem to come from the land, and putting them into dialogue with the perspectives and experiences of your human informants.  It is fluently written and draws on a good range of relevant references. There are a few minor points on structure, e.g. try to keep all methodological discussion in the methodology. It is clearly an ambitious and broad-scoped project as it is, but it would also be useful to consider the way in which your and your participants established a sense of communication with the land through psychic means (even if you don’t conceptualise it that way), e.g. a phenomenological comparison with clairvoyance, clairsentience, mental mediumship, and other transpersonal noetic experiences, etc., though this may be beyond the scope of this project. Overall, well done!
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	For completion by the second marker:

Comments:

This dissertation is extremely well written and innovative study exploring both the ways in which humans connect with the natural and non-human world, as well as being a study of human with nonhuman co-research methodology. As such, it is highly ambitious in scope yet achieves much of its purpose admirably. 

The introduction succinctly outlines the structure of your dissertation and its research rationale, describing your main research questions. The thesis is organised into sections, as given on the content page, and all illustrative figures are numbered and described in an index as well as in the main body of your work. Your use of subheadings throughout further serves to guide the reader through what is quite a complex body of material. You provide appendices for your survey and data as well as a key to delineate structural aspects of the paper, such as where the nonhuman co-researcher’s comments are interpreted by or contained within statements made by the human co-researcher. You demonstrate awareness of appropriate scholarly developments and include more recent material, taking into account interdisciplinary, theoretical and methodological concerns. You use a wide range of relevant primary and secondary sources that are referenced consistently and with excellent attention to detail throughout.

The dissertation is well constructed and conceived, with the author, characterised as ‘human co-researcher’ having remained faithful to the stated aim of considering embodied communications from the more-than human, particularly in the form of the ‘nonhuman co-researcher’, as integrally having agency and personhood throughout. This approach is well justified, supported by relevant scholarship and with such sources carefully synthesised in its delivery. The readings and bibliography are extensive and the whole of the work represents an in-depth evaluation of the core research questions, material, and issues arising from it, taking a phenomenological approach to these themes and suggesting further avenues for such innovative research methodologies. 

The concluding section synthesises what is a fluently written, clear and coherent inquiry, developed on the basis of an excellent critical examination of the research data that is well supported by contemporary scholarship. The dissertation is highly comprehensive within the scope of the project and shows substantial originality. There is much potential here for this work to be further developed for publication.   
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