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	Proposed Research Topic:

ORAL CANCER DETECTION AND AWARENESS: EXAMINE THE CURRENT STATE OF ORAL CANCER DETECTION RATES IN THE UK AND EVALUATE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF AWARENESS CAMPAIGNS.

Research question:

How effective are the current oral cancer detection methods in the UK, and what is the impact of awareness campaigns on detection rates and public awareness?

Research methodology:

RESEARCH DESIGN

· This study adopts a mixed-methods approach, aligning with Creswell and Creswell's (2017) assertion that combining quantitative and qualitative methods enhances research comprehensiveness. The study investigates oral cancer detection and awareness campaigns' impact in the United Kingdom through two phases.

SEARCH STRATEGY
· Public Awareness Organizations: Strategic partnerships with organizations align with Wakefield et al.'s (2010) advocacy for collaboration to assess the reach and effectiveness of awareness campaigns.
Public health reports, Publicly available databases,Social media and online platforms,Community based organisations









A brief overview 
	[bookmark: _Hlk142389616]Introduction
· Examines escalating oral cancer prevalence in the UK (8,350 new cases in 2018) (Cancer Research UK, 2018).
· Emphasizes the need to enhance early detection methods.
· Addresses lifestyle choices, demographic factors, and geographic disparities.
· Literature review explores techniques: clinical examinations, vital staining, VELscope (Johnson et al., 2019; Smith and Brown, 2020).
· Highlights transformative role of awareness campaigns (Morse et al., 2017) in influencing public knowledge and behavior.
· Advocates for targeted research to address challenges in healthcare resource distribution and access disparities, particularly for underserved communities (White et al., 2021).
· Addresses unique challenges in the UK: access issues, behavioral risk factors, socioeconomic disparities (Jones and Patel, 2018).
· Goal is to inform evidence-based interventions and policies for enhancing early detection, reducing oral cancer burden, and improving public health outcomes in the UK.


  RATIONALE
      
· Public Health Importance: Global oral cancer literature and national statistics converge, revealing the disease's profound impact on health and life quality. Early detection proves pivotal amid a concerning rise in incidence, emphasizing the escalating threat (Ferlay et al., 2018; Petersen, 2009).
· Preventability and Early Treatment: Research synthesis and epidemiological data spotlight oral cancers' preventable nature. Established risk factors demand early diagnosis, linking prevalent factors to incidence, highlighting preventive opportunities (Warnakulasuriya, 2009; Speight and Khurram, 2019).
· Impact of Awareness Campaigns: Literature underscores awareness campaigns' importance while acknowledging effectiveness gaps. Survey insights form a basis, revealing their current impact on public knowledge (Morse et al., 2017; The Health Foundation, 2021).
· Resource Allocation: Scholarly emphasis on early detection's cost-effectiveness meets economic analyses. Optimization of healthcare resources is imperative, showcasing potential savings through proactive screening (Brouwer et al., 2019; Lee et al., 2018).
· Policy Development: Healthcare policy literature reviews and comparative analyses provide insights. Evidence-driven policies enhance outcomes, presenting diverse approaches to oral cancer detection (Baumann et al., 2020; Patton et al., 2019).
· Enhancing Public Well-Being: Literature emphasizes advanced-stage oral cancer's toll on well-being. Patient testimonials and utilization data quantitatively reinforce early detection's pivotal role (Gupta et al., 2017; Fitzpatrick et al., 2022).


      





        STATICAL ANALYSIS
· Use basic descriptive statistics, such as frequencies and percentages, to summarize the overall prevalence of smoking in the college.
· Provide a breakdown of smoking prevalence by gender, age groups, or other relevant demographic variables to identify patterns.
· Conduct comparative analysis to explore variations in smoking rates across different college departments, classes, or academic levels.
· Compare smoking prevalence between students engaged in extracurricular activities and those who are not.
· For open-ended survey questions, conduct thematic analysis to identify recurring themes in students' attitudes, perceptions, and reasons for smoking.
· Explore trends in smoking prevalence over time if you plan to conduct multiple surveys. This can reveal changes in smoking behavior and the effectiveness of interventions.

       QUALITY EVALUATION
· Sampling Strategy: Purposeful sampling, aligned with Patton's (2002) suggestion for targeted participant selection, focuses on individuals exposed to awareness campaigns.
        
      DATA EXTRACTION
· Information  will collect using pre made extraction form containing (author, year, country, design, subjects,  no of cases etc.).
           IMPLICATION OF STUDY
· Inform strategies for early diagnosis and reduce oral cancer burden in the UK.
· Shape healthcare policies, refine detection strategies, and design targeted awareness campaigns.
· Assist in efficient allocation of resources, planning screening programs, and reducing economic impact.
· Identify and target areas with the greatest need to reduce healthcare outcome disparities.
· Provide insights for future research in oral cancer detection, awareness, and prevention.
· Identify areas for enhancing training and resources for healthcare professionals in early detection and patient education.
















Aim 
	[bookmark: _Hlk142389877]The primary aim of this study is to examine the current state of oral cancer detection rates in the United Kingdom and to evaluate the effectiveness of oral cancer awareness campaigns









Objectives 
	· To analyze the current detection rates of oral cancer in the UK, focusing on the proportion of early versus late-stage diagnoses.
· To identify and review the major oral cancer awareness campaigns in the UK, detailing their content, reach, and methods of dissemination.
· To evaluate the correlation between the prevalence and reach of awareness campaigns and changes in oral cancer detection rates, aiming to determine the campaigns' impact on public awareness and early detection.



















Ethical considerations 
	
I will submit my research proposal and the UWTSD ethics form to my supervisor to receive ethical approval.

I will develop a research information letter and consent form to be handed to each participant.

Voluntary informed Consent will be asked of each participant: 

I will ensure participants will not be subjected to coercion, intimidation, and undue influence  to participate in this research. 

I will ensure participants will be informed they have the right to withdraw and their data from this research. 

I will ensure to store the obtained signed consent forms securely and anonymously. 

I will ensure the collected data will be protected and stored securely and deleted after ending this study program.


I confirm that I have discussed and agreed every section of this form with my supervisor and will only conduct my research in line with what has been agreed in this document
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