Practical with burials 

When we bury the dead, it does not tend to cross our minds that one day in the future, someone might dig us up. We are taking into the tomb what we want to keep, have around us, need, … 
However, some archaeologist or anthropologist a thousand years from now could be studying us and the ways how we lived in our market driven, technologically advanced society AND discuss or interpret who we were. And they are using – our goods. Contrary to popular belief and Hollywood lore, most ancients did not have elaborate tombs with seals and curses, nor did they necessarily have wills and/or testaments. If we do not have surviving documentation of our wishes, i.e. implicit instructions, just about anyone could do anything they wanted (and they still can even with explicit instruction!) 

Long history of written wishes: Ancient Egypt, Greece, Rome, etc. mostly dealing with the male estate and personal belongings, some had age restrictions (e.g. in Athens had to be male and over 20 – so in a practical who does this include and rule out? = if you bury a female she can’t have made a will and therefore does it matter what you do to her?).

They had to be of sound or right minds in order to write one – who would this rule out (other than the lecturers off course!)
However, in most cases we do not have any textual evidence what the buried human would have wished for, if they were responsible for the added goods or the way they were buried.
Beyond that, we not even know what much of the material culture might have meant – was it used in this life? Was it a specific article representing funerary beliefs?

YOUR TASK:

Get into two groups – whatever happens, do not peak over the separation (we are dealing with dead bodies, remember – the curse of the mummies…. ;-) )

In your group, create a burial of one (imaginary) person of our time by using the objects I asked you to bring.

In addition to the actual re-created burial, write a report of your intended burial.

Discussion points (to be added to the small report):
· Who is this person you bury:
· Sex, gender, age, social hierarchy in class, religious denomination, …
· What ideas of the afterlife are you assuming?
· Are they living on (just as the ancient Egyptians)? Is death the end?
· What form of burial are you giving this person?
· Full body burial
· Cremation burial
· Cenotaph (because you scattered the ashes off the coast of Pembrokeshire, …)
· Chose the form of burial (elaborate tomb, humble grave and anything inbetween) and the added grave goods accordingly

After you recorded all this, set out your burials.

Now go on a break ;-) 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Interpretation: (Now we have the second bit of fun…)

Let’s have a look at the burial of the other group. Without having seen their report, let’s try to discuss / interpret the burial, the grave goods and try to find out who is buried and their way of live. Let’s compare this with the recorded intentional set-up. How close are we?

Repeat for the other group.
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Figure 3. The undisturbed grave of a child (Ind. 133) preserving a rough burial cairn, here placed directly over the interment

and perhaps never visible at surface level.




