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Give a critical response to the following question: If the Basque model were to be adopted in Wales what changes would need to be implemented to the teaching of Welsh in the English medium sector?

In this assignment a critical analysis will be provided regarding improving futures generations teacher via the use of Welsh regarding the QTS standards. (Hopwood, Meek, Lloyd, & Ebbsworth, 2018)(The Basque Country, 2018) is a report based on the Basque language around Spain including the amount that the language is used throughout the primary and secondary sector. 
Basque is a Language used in Spain, this language is ‘co official’ in Spain, this implies that Basque is one of the oldest languages in the history of language, Basques is also an extremely isolated language. This is due to the Basque Country and language not being related to Europe. If the Basque model was adapted into an English Medium sector school through the use of Welsh, there would be much more use of Welsh throughout the primary and secondary sector. Throughout a child’s life in their primary and secondary school there would be much more welsh used, this would bring back more use of the welsh language
The Welsh (Government W. , 2016) aim to have ‘one million Welsh speakers by 2050’ the scale of motivation and the objectives behind this aim are highly praised. But (McAllister, 2018) states that ‘we will only come close to achieving this if we change the way we educate our children’ these changes can include more Welsh being used throughout the school sector involving teaching certain subjects through the medium of welsh rather than through English medium. The benefits of this include the use of more Welsh, and also more people being more fluent in the Welsh language. (The Basque Country, 2018) supports there being different ways that schools are laid out, this includes 3 different models (model A, B and C) model A is where there are 3 hours of Basque taught per week, within the report this states that according to some ‘the language transfer will be deemed unsatisfactory’ this indicates that the children and young people aren’t getting enough time taught to them regarding the Basque language in order for them to progress further. This agrees with (McAllister, 2018) as they believe that the curriculum regarding a second language needs to be changes in order for children to progress further and become more fluent within the language. Another aspect to think about regarding this is that the Welsh Government want 1 million Welsh speakers by 2050, so through the more Welsh is taught or integrated into the school via the use of teaching lessons through Welsh, the more children will advance in their learning.
In contrast with (McAllister, 2018)’s article based around improving the use of welsh through the school sector. The article by (O'Neill, 2013) implies that the teaching of Welsh and trying to keep the language alive via the use of using more Welsh and also through Welsh medium schools, although within the Welsh medium schools in Swansea if a child were to speak in English they would get shouted at, which may affect the child’s confidence (humanist approach) (O'Neill, 2013) argues against the expansion of Welsh medium sector schools,  O’Neill, 2013 argues that ‘maybe it helps the supermarket shelf-stacker so he/she can label things in Welsh as well as English, which is about the only benefit as far as I can see’ O’Neill continues to say that ‘We hear a lot about the loss of our tradition and culture if the language dies.’ This implies that he wants the Welsh language to die out in order for there to be a lot more decisions made to bring the language back, O’Neill is suggesting that due to the lack of Welsh these days that there has only now been a worry about the amount of Welsh being used around Wales and spoken aloud, according to statistics (Deans, 2015) there are only 11% of Wales that can speak fluent Welsh, and 23% of Wales can speak some Welsh.
The Welsh Government has developed specific training programmes for practitioners who wish to teach through the medium of Welsh or wish to improve their Welsh-language skills, this is the Sabbatical scheme which has been brought into place by the government. (WJEC, 2018)
The current curriculum in Wales is changing, and there is a new curriculum being brought into places, this curriculum is called Successful futures which has been created by Graham Donaldson. The curriculum aims to ensure that not one subject is more important than another. This ensures that children don’t have subjects such as the current English and Maths as more of an ‘essential’ subject, although they are essential so are many of the other subjects and children have the right to learn as much of the other subjects as they do the ‘essential’ subjects. Within the current school setting as a practitioner writing, there has been many cases in schools via my experience where teachers haven’t been comfortable using welsh that much including the use of commands, therefore they do not use them at all. The Sabbatical scheme can help this as it will help teachers and childcare practitioners to develop their Welsh through the training provided on the sabbatical scheme. Through the use of Welsh it will keep the Welsh tradition and language alive. Within (The Basque Country, 2018) Article the School D represents the use of the most welsh through using Basque in a multiple of ways. 
During PTE the writer has experienced the changes being made within a primary sector while on placement regarding the changes of welsh brought into the school and the large push on welsh to be used throughout the school day. The sector had a new schedule which included welsh words that the teacher had aimed to use throughout the day and words that they wanted the children to use. This seemed to work very well as a lot of the children understood and responded to a lot of commands in welsh and used the words throughout the day. The school also had songs in welsh such as ‘the tidy up song’ to enforce more Welsh upon the children. Around the school there was many different signs in welsh and instructions in order for the children to recognise words and understand what they say. There were also PSE lessons taken in Welsh for the older children in Key Stage 2. This started off incredibly hard for the children as the practitioner was using the ‘sandwiching’ technique, this is where the practitioner says a word in welsh then English and then welsh once more, this enables the children to understand what the practitioner is saying in both English and welsh. As the Welsh word is last, it will be the last thing that the child will hear and it will stay in the child’s head for longer and they will remember the word in Welsh more than they might in English, this is also known as the use of repetition. 
According to (ESTYN, 2017) in the Burlais Primary School report it stated that ‘Many converse naturally using basic Welsh phrases with adults and other pupils, both in lessons and around the school. Many pupils read a range of Welsh books and texts appropriate for their age with understanding and interest’ this implies that the school are improving and adapting their standards around the school in order to improve the children and young people within the school to enhance their country and continue to broaden the use of Welsh throughout Wales.
According to (Government W. A., 2007) a school is Welsh-speaking if ‘more than one half of the following subjects are taught in Welsh. These include Religious Education, and the subjects other than English and Welsh which are foundation subjects in relation to pupils at the school’ this would be there in order for the children to gain more of an understanding of Welsh in different topics and subjects. If there is more Welsh taught than English, the school would be considered a Welsh medium school rather than an English medium school. In order for more Welsh to implemented into schools it is important to start now, this can involve reading a story at the end of the day with the children in Welsh in order for the children to get used to hearing the Welsh outside of Welsh lessons ad this will also help the teachers and childcare practitioners to feel more comfortable using Welsh in each of their lessons every day. Through the use of CLIL (Commission of the European Communities, 2003) 	 it is an approach based on is based on a mixture of the method if language integration. Through the Use of (CLIL, 2003) ‘it teaches the curriculum content through a language other than the language in the pupil’s home’
In conclusion one of the main ways in order for Welsh to be used more thoroughly throughout the Education sector is for Welsh to have as much of a priority as any of the other subjects taught in school, there will have to be more subjects taught through the medium of Welsh, and more welsh lessons as (Donaldon, 2015) states within the curriculum that will be in place, no subject will be more important than another. (Donaldon, 2015) Also has an ‘improvement plan’ in order for the Welsh in schools to improve, this ensures that a certain amount of words are used per day. Schools are taking on this in order to adapt the way of teaching to include and integrate different subjects together in order for children to get the best teaching possible as the children are paramount regarding every part of teaching.
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