Engineering Applications and Study Skills
Reflective Report
[bookmark: _GoBack]
1. Introduction: Aim of The Report

So, what is the aim of this reflective report? The purpose of this report is to help me learn from a particular piece of work, in this case 3 of my pieces of coursework from the foundation year.  
The aim is to be able to make sense of and understand my own work and to be able to criticize my errors to avoid similar errors in my future work.
 It is also an effective way for me to use what I have learnt or gained and to show my full understanding of the subject in question.

2. Coursework 1: Materials Technical Poster
The aim of the materials poster was to create a large, attractive, direct and factual poster regarding current materials used in motorsport, their importance and where they derive from. 


2.1 Research - informed literature
I scored less than average on this section due to poor referencing and looking back now I can see why. After including photos on my poster, it did not occur to me at the time to reference the origins of them at all and that is poor on my part. Lacking other professional references too I feel like I let a lot of marks slip in this section and will look to improve in future work by also including proper citations and too include the main lecture which led to this assignment as that was also not mentioned in my work.

2.2 Knowledge and Understanding of subject 
I feel like when it come to the understanding of my assignment and of the given subject I agree with the marks and comments made by my lecturer.
Although I am reasonably satisfied with the grade given to me, I still feel like I left a few marks escape me here by not properly researching a few facts stated in my work. 

2.3 Analysis 
Reflecting on my analysis I agree with my lecturers notes and was thoroughly pleased with my grade that I was given. Once more, I feel as if I’ve let myself down but not including any of the obvious notes from my lecture in class as it would have gotten me more marks.


2.4 skills for professional practice
I feel like in this assignment I tried to be as fluent and as professional as possible. I structured the points well using bullet points and conceived a reasonably good argument for each section. My written communicative skills showed in my piece of work and I’m glad to see I was marked accordingly. I will try to keep this up in future work.

2.5 Knowledge learnt
When writing this poster, I learnt how to be cost effective when going into detail by not boring the reader and getting straight down to the point of each section. 
Also structuring and the effective use of bullet points to grab the readers attention. I found it particular easy to read when going over it multiple times before submitting it.

2.6 Weakness Learnt
Once again, an old habit of mine is to try and rush work, I find less difficult and its really shown in this assignment. I have received above average grades but there was the possibility of much more if the time was taken to add a few key things. If I could find a way to be to use my time more efficiently, I could get more work done in a less stressful manner.

2.7 My thoughts on the assignment
This assignment was one that I enjoyed personally, to be able to go away and show my knowledge on such a large topic was interesting and engaging an made it very easy to stay focus on my assignment. It was one of higher graded pieces of coursework submitted that year and it was easy to see looking back on it now the difference enjoying your work makes.

3. Coursework 2: The Presentation.
The goal of the presentation was to pic a topic related to motorsport in pairs and present it in front of a pair of our lecturers. The topic myself and my colleague Michael chose was the rotary engine and how, for a moment went on to dominate motorsport.

3.1 Research-informed Literature
For my part I feel like I presented a good piece of work and I put in a lot of time into researching the areas I choose to present. I chose to speak about the impact the 787b developed by Mazda in the early 1990s. Looking back at this section I feel like I could of included a little more info as the car won the infamous Le Mans 24h endurance race, a feat which will most likely never happen again and cutting out one or two other points and extending this section would of given us a few more marks as its one of the better presented pieces.

3.2 Knowledge and understanding of subject
We showed extensive knowledge of our chosen subject and were rewarded with good marks to show for it. There were a few sections that were rushed to try add a little extra depth and it showed as the support evidence was lacking and a couple statements weren’t fully accurate and I completely agree. 

3.3 Analysis

I showed I could analyse and abstract data alone without guidance when setting about the task.  I also showed the ability to be able to use evidence to support my points which I believe is a strength of mine.
I feel like maybe I could have toned down the amount I wrote and did, to maybe balance out the time myself and Michael spent talking about our work. It was a bit more one sided as of the amount I covered, and it cost us both a little, as the quality of my work faded the more I spoke.

3.4 Skills for practical use
The ability to present a piece of work to an audience is an essential skill to have as an engineer and even though I struggle quite badly with nerves beforehand, once I get started I find it easy to focus and to deliver my presentation.
Another area I feel I excelled at here was my understanding of the topic which made it all the easier when presenting, as it inflicts confidence and I totally agree with my lecturer’s comments on this matter. I do agree that we over run on time when presenting the work and a little more practice would have allowed us both to be a little more professional and not bore the audience. A shorter, more precise approach would have seen a higher grade of work and instilled more confidence in us both by having a little less to talk about. To productively create a critical evaluation, collecting trustworthy information and brainstorming ideas are of crucial importance and it’s something I need to work on.

3.5 Knowledge Learnt
The main thing I learnt from this piece of work was how important it is to prepare the sections beforehand and practice the presentation to shake off the cobwebs before presenting to an audience. Another skill I learnt was how to delegate work working in a pair, to be able to come to an understanding of how much input to put in and to balance it between the two of us.

3.6 Weakness Learnt
I feel like one of my biggest weaknesses when presenting a piece of work is that I spontaneously go on and on and this can lead to some inaccurate statements and sometimes add too much when it wasn’t necessary. And maybe it would be a good idea to let my partner have more of an input instead of trying to dictate the assignment myself.
3.7 My thoughts on this assignment 
I personally enjoyed this one, I got to choose a topic I’m interested in and passionate about and to be given the freedom to do that was a relaxing change of pace. Also the ability to work in pairs and to share the burden of the work is nice, to be able to bounce ideas off one another prevents mistakes as others sometimes spot mistakes I won’t see.

4. Conclusion
I feel like going forward I can learn from the mistakes made in these assignments and this assignment has also allowed me to see areas which I excel at, which weren’t clear to me before. It has been suggested that proof-reading before submitting is needed, not only to eliminate careless mistakes, but also to make sure the ideas are neatly presented.
In all honesty, looking back at my assignments, I was over-confident in my preparation – thinking that I did not need much time to finish the assignments. As a result of my ego, I rushed and leave it to the last minute to submit the final product. 
I figure if I could have more time to focus on the assignment beforehand, I could have presented my ideas better and achieved higher grades.

