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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding. 


A child is considered at risk of abuse or neglect if exposed to maltreatment, including abuse, neglect, or domestic violence, that is likely to impair their physical or mental health and development (Vizard, Gray & Bentovim, 2022).

In the UK, children are protected under the Children Act 1989 and 2004. In Wales, safeguarding is governed by the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 (SSWBA), which provides the legal framework for protecting children at risk. Part 7 of the SSWBA places a statutory duty on relevant partners such as health, police, and education to report concerns to the Local Authority. This duty is also embedded in the Children Act (1989, 2004) and reinforces that safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility. Research highlights that effective multi-agency working is essential to successful child protection (Dixon et al., 2022). Local Authorities support this through Multi-Agency Safeguarding Hubs (MASH) and strategy discussions. However, McManus et al (2023) conducted an analysis of Child Practice Reviews in Wales found that a lack of effective communication in relation to risks to children resulted in detrimental outcomes for children. (2014) 

If the Local Authority suspects a child is suffering or likely to suffer significant harm, it must undertake a Section 47 investigation under the Children Act (1989). The Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019) provide guidance for practitioners on safeguarding children and adults at risk of abuse or neglect. These procedures are underpinned by the SSWBA (2014) and the statutory guidance, Working Together to Safeguard People (Welsh Government, 2014). When a safeguarding referral is received by the Local Authority, it must be screened within 24 hours to determine whether the child is at risk of harm. If the threshold is met, a strategy discussion is convened within one working day involving key agencies such as health, police, and education. This leads to a Section 47 investigation under the Children Act 1989, which must be completed within 15 working days. If significant harm is confirmed or likely, an Initial Child Protection Conference is held within the same 15-day timeframe to decide whether the child should be placed on a Child Protection Plan. The first Core Group meeting must occur within 10 working days of the conference, with ongoing reviews every three months. If the child remains at risk despite these interventions, the Local Authority may seek legal orders to protect the child. 

Determining significant harm in children is complex and professionals must consider many factors, such as how serious, long-lasting, or frequent the harm is, and how it affects the child’s life. This means that making these decisions often relies on professional judgement, which can sometimes lead to different opinions or uncertainty (Thoburn, 2007). To provide more continuity when assessing significant harm the local authority I work in have implemented the Bruce Thornton’s Risk 2 Safeguarding Model. This provides a structured, two-stage approach to assessing the risk of significant harm to children. The model begins with an initial screening to identify any concerns, followed by a comprehensive risk assessment if necessary. It helps practitioners determine whether the threshold for statutory intervention has been met by analysing both the child’s needs and the parent’s capacity to meet those needs. Emphasising multi-agency collaboration and evidence-based decision-making, the model ensures that safeguarding interventions are consistent, proportionate, and focused on the child’s welfare (Thornton, 2023). 
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	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

In Wales both Children and Adults are safeguarded under section 7 of the Social Services and well-being (Wales) Act (SSWBA) (2014). Guidance on safeguarding processes for both children and adults are outlined in the Wales Safeguarding Procedures (2019). However, these are divided into children and adults as they follow different processes.  A key difference in threshold is children need to be deemed to be at risk of significant harm, whereas adults it is at risk of harm. 

children are not required to consent to safeguarding procedures. However, their views must be obtained if they are deemed Gillick competent, meaning they have adequate understanding and intelligence to make decisions about their care (Griffith, 2016). In contrast, adults must give consent for a safeguarding referral to proceed, unless they are assessed to lack capacity under the Mental Capacity Act (MCA) (2005). Adults have the legal and ethical right to make choices about their life, even if those choices are considered unwise by others. This principle is central to the MCA (2005) which states that a person with capacity has the right to refuse help or make decisions that may involve risk, as long as they understand the consequences.

Safeguarding children requires a child-centred and outcome-focused approach, where the child’s voice and lived experience are central. Social workers are expected to see the child and actively seek their views. In contrast, adult safeguarding is person-centred, proportionate, and context-based. Symonds et al., (2020) highlights that person-centred assessments require practitioners to build trust, engage in meaningful conversations, and tailor support to the individual’s needs and circumstances.

The safeguarding process begins with a mandatory referral to the local authority under the SSWBA (2014). For children, if deemed at risk, the local authority must assess the referral within 24 hours, and convene a strategy discussion within one working day. If further action is needed, a Section 47 enquiry under the Children Act (1989) is initiated.  A further strategy discussion will convene and make a decision whether to escalate to an Initial Child Protection Conference, if so this must be held within 15 working days, followed by a Core Group Meeting within 10 days if the child is placed on the Child Protection Register. Reviews occur at 3 months, then every 6 months.
For adults, the local authority has 7 working days to assess risk. If safeguarding is required, a Section 126 enquiry under SSWBA (2014) is undertaken, followed by a strategy discussion within 10 days. If the adult consents, a Protection Plan is developed and reviewed at 3 and 6-month intervals. Advocacy must be offered throughout.
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