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Campbell (2011) states that ‘pupils whose parents actively engage with school attain more’.  Therefore, pupils whose parents are reluctant to engage with school probably do not attain in the same way as their peers.  The Welsh Assembly Government (2016, p.29) suggests that ‘Most schools will have had experience of families that appear (in the eyes of the school at least) to be persistently refusing to engage, or who may engage in an inappropriate or aggressive way’.  This could influence the pupil’s relationships within an educational setting but could also impact on the support and provision that each child receives.  The aim of this assignment is to explore how increased parental engagement can help to overcome barriers to inclusion.  Reference will be made to the ‘Face the Challenge’ guidance booklet and toolkit, which was published in 2016 by the Welsh Assembly Government.  These resources give practical ideas to schools to help them engage successfully with parents and carers of the pupils they teach.  This assignment will also reflect on both current and historical legislation and policies that have helped to change inclusive education within many school settings.  
The Education Act 1944 devised eleven areas of ‘handicap’ and suggested that children should be educated according to their ability.  As a result of this, children were educated in relation to whatever category they fitted into.  However, The Warnock Report 1978 called for a change of attitude towards children with disabilities.  As well as using more positive language to describe disabilities, Baroness Mary Warnock suggested that educational settings should adapt themselves to help children access an education rather than the children fit in wherever they could.  The Warnock Report of 1978 introduced the term ‘Special Educational Needs’ (SEN) as an alternative to labelling children as ‘handicapped’ or ‘retarded’, and according to Webster (2018) it ‘remains the most comprehensive review of SEND [Special Educational Needs and Disability] to be commissioned by a UK government’.  Findings of The Warnock Report 1978 were that 2% of the school population may need support above that which a mainstream school could provide and therefore specialist provision was needed to cater for these children.  Even so, 20% of children in the school population could have SEN but were able to be adequately supported within a mainstream setting (Douglas Silas Solicitors 2015-18).
[bookmark: _GoBack]As a result of The Warnock Report 1978, The Education Act 1981 stated that Local Education Authorities (LEAs) were required to assess pupils with Special Educational Needs and make suitable provision for these children.  Parents were given permission to appeal decisions made by the Local Authority, but this did lead to problems.  Following this, The Education Act 1993 established a Special Educational Needs & Disability Tribunal (SENDIST) to deal with issues regarding pupil placement.  After that, The Education Act 1996 set out a Code of Practice which gave all Local Authority schools guidance on how to cater for children with SEN requirements.  The Code of Practice on the Identification and Assessment of Special Educational Needs came into effect on September 1st, 1994 (Douglas Silas Solicitors, 2015-18).  A revised SEN Code of Practice was introduced in January 2002, as a result of Special Educational Needs and Disability Act (SENDA) 2001.  SENDA set out the Governments commitment to include children with SEN in mainstream ‘unless it is incompatible with efficient education and the wishes of the parent’ (Douglas Silas Solicitors, 2015-18).  SENDA also gives parents increased rights to appeal against the LEA with regards to placing their children in specialist schools.                      

Types of parents  - reluctant, aggressive
Lone parent, ethnic minority, substance misuse, 
Reasons for not engaging  - disabilities, work, lac, negative experiences, travellers   
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