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Chapter 1 – An introduction which will develop from your initial proposal 
(1,200-words)

Introduction- 
[bookmark: _Int_2xeeO1ad]The goal of this study is to determine whether present methods are sufficient to safeguard children and unborn children. In order to assess how well various current measures such as laws, healthcare policies, safeguarding procedures, and social services cooperate to ensure the security and wellbeing of vulnerable individuals, this study looks at a range of current measures. The project will consider how professionals, such as educators, social workers, and healthcare providers, can recognise risks and provide early intervention when necessary. Additionally, it will examine how factors like as drug misuse, mental health issues, poverty, and domestic violence may impact the level of protection provided (Department for Education, 2026). Additionally, this investigation will search for any shortcomings or limitations in the established system and procedures. It will investigate whether the existing techniques are effective enough to safeguard infants and young children (Marten,V.2026). Along with current advancements and enhancements in safeguarding procedures, the study will also consider any ongoing challenges that specialists and businesses may encounter. Furthermore, the research will provide a better understanding towards case studies, government reports and statistical data surrounding this topic. The research will link into how case studies were successful and the weaknesses around these real-life situations. This research will focus on both successful and areas where protection from agencies have failed. Comparing different interventions, the research will determine whether the current systems in place are enough to protect these individuals, particularly those who are most vulnerable (NHS,2019) The goal of this research is to come to an informed and impartial conclusion surrounding the methods in protecting children and unborn babies. The research will investigate the resources for families in need and further training needed for the professionals to provide an increased level of care.
The purpose of this study is to investigate the resources available to vulnerable infants and children as well as the ways in which multi-agency teams collaborate to address their needs. This involves looking into circumstances involving substance abuse, domestic violence, and financially struggling families. In order to safeguard a child's safety, health, and well-being, the study will look at the responsibilities that various organisations help in assisting families and children as well as the early intervention and support programs that can be implemented prior to birth. 

The findings of the Child Safeguarding Practice Review Panel have increased awareness of the protection of vulnerable unborn children and babies by exposing persistent systemic shortcomings in infant protection, such as missed opportunities for early intervention and insufficient multi-agency collaboration. These findings raise crucial questions about whether more substantial structural change is required or if the present policing techniques are sufficient (UK.Gov, 2019). Undergraduate study on this topic is worthwhile since it is current, socially important, and directly tied to contemporary policing techniques. National safeguarding studies have revealed serious concerns about the safety of vulnerable babies and unborn children and questioned the effectiveness of present policing tactics. Because safeguarding is a basic policing responsibility under laws like the Children Act 1989 and the Children Act 2004 (Children's Act, 2004), it is both professionally and academically relevant to analyse police competency in this area. Additionally, for this to work, multiagency cooperation is essential. To care for and support people who are most vulnerable, everyone must cooperate (Research in Practice, 2024). When it comes to child neglect instances, multi-agency work is essential since it involves many services working together to successfully accomplish the same goal (Safeguarding Wales, P11-P12, 2021).

Aim-
1. To review the current policy and legislation that protects unborn children and vulnerable infants.
2.  To assess the efficacy of safeguards put in place by social services and healthcare.
3. To find weaknesses or restrictions in the existing safeguards, especially when it comes to high-risk pregnancies or families that are at risk.

Objective-
1. To assess the methods currently used by law enforcement to protect children and unborn children who are at risk within the environment of child protection 
2. To assess how well these methods identify danger, stop injury, and address concerns about the safety of young children and unborn children.
3. To evaluate the national review's conclusions and suggestions regarding law enforcement and child protection.
4. To find weaknesses, restrictions, or underlying problems in the current police systems that could prevent vulnerable children and unborn babies from being properly safeguarded. 
5. To investigate how multi-agency cooperation such as the police, social services, healthcare, and safeguarding boards can protect children and unborn babies.

Method
In order to investigate the efficacy of current policing procedures in protecting vulnerable unborn babies and children, this research will be using a variety of techniques to gather relevant data. Reviewing secondary data, such as national reports, policy documents, and official publications related to safeguarding and policing activities, will be one of the main methods. In order to find important themes, suggestions, and reoccurring problems with safeguarding systems, this may include government reviews and inspection reports (HMICFRS,2023) Additionally, specific instances of successful or unsuccessful safeguarding methods will be examined using case study analysis. These case studies will offer an improved understanding of how policies are implemented in actual circumstances and will assist in spotting trends in professional responses, decision-making, and results. To investigate variations in policies and how they are implemented in various situations, a comparative method can also be employed. Appropriate mixed methods like quantitative and qualitative research will be used to analyse the obtained data. In order to guarantee adherence to research standards, further ethical permission will be obtained prior to the release of any surveys (Evans.G,2024)
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