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THE BRONZE PORTRAIT STATUE NM 23321 FROM
SPARTA!

(PLATES 26-30)

IN 1964, Ch. Christou excavated on the plateau of the Palaiokastro hill in Sparta, that is in the
Agora of the ancient city, part of a monumental building, which according to all indications is
to be identified as the famous Persian Stoa.? The most important find of the excavation is the
bronze portrait female statue, Roman in date, which is on display at the National
Archaeological Museum in Athens (23321)% (PLATE 26).

The female standing figure, with her weight resting on her left leg, is wearing a full-length
chiton and himation. Her total height comes to 1.84 m, while the height of the head is 0.25
m. The body of the statue is particularly compressed, a fact that makes its appearance odd
on the whole (PLATE 27). The head is heavily damaged, especially in the area of the nose, the
forehead, and the upper cranium. In spite of the condition of the face, the individual features
are discernible: thinly arched brows, big eyes with heavy upper eyelids, small fleshy mouth
(PLATE 28). The almost straight hair, rendered by incision, is parted in the centre. The hair
above the forehead and down to the temples is pulled up and towards the back. On the
remaining part of the head, it is loosely brought back and fastened in an elaborate oval-
shaped bun above the nape (PLATE 29 a—b). There are traces of the attachment of a head
ornament at the temples, above the ears. The himation, which is wound around her left arm,
covers the whole body approximately half-way down her legs. Lower down, under the full-
length chiton, the points of her shoes project. The only preserved hand is the right one,
which is stretched out.#

The statue has been cast in pieces: the arms and the head were inset. On the upper surface
of the hair, on the cranium, holes are preserved from the nails which attached the core to the
exterior part of the clay during the lost-wax casting process. The himation consists of two
large pieces, joined at hip level. On the back side of the lower piece, there are other separately

MOCK ESSAY PARAGRAPH

Excavations in 1964 uncovered a building that is tentatively identified with the
“Persian Stoa”. The excavation uncovered a very important Roman statue
made of bronze (Pikoula 2001:425). Pikoula (2001:425) considers the
appearance of the statue “odd”. According to Pikoula (2001:425) the individual
features of the statue are discernible: thinly arched brows, big eyes with heavy
upper eyelids, small fleshy mouth. Further the hair is rendered by incision and
is parted in the centre.



