[bookmark: _GoBack]Protecting someone, whether it be yourself, a friend or an animal comes as second nature to most, add a child to the mix and it instantly becomes an instinct, yet more and more people are getting charged and sentenced with the offence. Child neglect is the most frequent form of child abuse with statistics showing that 1 in 10 children have experienced neglect (NSPCC, 2018) Laws surrounding protecting children have been around since the late 80’s. The first act of Parliament was known as the Children’s Charter. This granted the law to be involved for the first time among parents and children, the police were also authorised to detain and punish anyone found ill-treating or neglecting a child (Bilston, 2006) Then from 1889 through to 1989 saw many amendments, these include: allowing children to give evidence in court, coordinating agencies and introducing supervision orders for children who are vulnerable and at risk. (Batty, 2005) The Children Act 1989 received royal assent on the 16th November, this transformed the law regarding children, it provided a complete framework for the welfare of children up to their 18th birthdays. Local authorities, courts, parents, and other agencies were given defined responsibilities, a duty of care to ensure children were safeguarded, it also encouraged partnership working and interagency co-operation, centered around the idea that children are best cared for within their own families. There focus was that the child’s welfare was paramount. (Kay, 2003) Despite this piece of legislation there has been several high-profile child abuse cases, more recently including the end of eight-year-old Victoria Climbie life in 2000 and the death of two-year-old Ainlee Walker in 2002, two little girls who were both subject to extreme gross human failure. (Munro, 2002) 2-year-old Ainlee Walker was found dead lying on the kitchen table of her home on the 7th January 2002 after being starved and tortured by her parents. Pathologist Dr David Rouse listed 64 scars on her extremely malnourished body when she died including scalded feet and cigarette burns, she also weighed a mere 21lbs, half of what an average two-year-old should. (Branigan, 2002) There were several multi agencies involved with Ainlee, including social services, doctors and health visitors, but due to known violence and aggression of both parents, the multi agencies that were involved withdrew from the family and started to fear more for their own safety, social services made a scheduled appointment to visit Ainlee in the week leading to her death but failed to turn up. (Batty, 2005) Both mum, 20-year-old Leanne Labonte and dad, 39-year-old Dennis Henry, were charged with manslaughter and child cruelty and are currently serving 22 years between them. (Community Care, 2002) Another case that ‘fell through the net` is that of an eight-year-old little girl Victoria Climbie was who within months had completely reconstructed from an active, lively, contented little girl, into a damaged, broken and unrecognisable shell of her former self. Victoria was initially brought to this country for ‘a better life’ yet became the sufferer of unimaginable torture. (Laming, 2003) With more than 128 different injuries to Victoria’s body, the specialist in charge of her care Dr Lesley Alsford, said, “I had never seen a case like it before. It is the worst case of child abuse and neglect that I have ever seen.” (Laming, 2003) Victoria was known to more than ten different agencies, including two different child protection teams and four different social services departments, she was also taken to two different hospitals because of questionable intentional injuries. So how come on January 12th, 2001, Victoria’s great-aunt and her great-aunts partner Carl John Manning were convicted of her murder. (Laming, 2003) What went so wrong and who was to blame? Apart from the obvious people responsible, it was a massive gross failure of the system, a lack of co-operation, communication and organisation between the agencies meant that key details were missed, and, in these instincts, children suffered because of it, when all that was needed was for someone to intervene that had basic skills and good practice. (Laming, 2003) As a result of Victoria Climbie’s death, Lord Laming was headed to launch an enquiry into how this happened, he published his findings on the 12th March 2009, his report included investigations into numerous social services and other agencies, their social practice. Also included were his recommendations and improvements for future practice. (Community Care, 2005) The result from Laming’s report lead to the introduction of the green paper “Every Child Matters” This piece of legislation came into motion in September 2003, where organisations were required to ensure that the children in their care were safe and away from unnecessary harm. “Every Child Matters” promoted good health, security and help to create a positive, successful future, it also ensured that children up until the age of 19 received support. (Newcombe, 2018) In addition to “Every Child Matters” saw the beginning of the amendments for the Children’s Act when it passed through parliament and received royal assent on the 15th November 2004. It provided the legal structure of the previous policy where its key principle was that the child’s welfare is paramount. The Intention of this act was to reinforce the previous legislation that was put in place in 1989 on how social services and all other agencies dealt with safeguarding children. (Claridge, 2018) This act demands a high level of co-operation between the multi-agency’s regarding information sharing and early intervention. The Governments hoping that by working together in collaborative partnerships and taking on a shared responsibility that this act could reach its full potential. (The National Archives, 2004) The Children Act 2004 also covered a wide range of other support regarding children from children’s trusts to children’s funds, which were set up in order to help families and to try and help put an end to poverty. Local Councils also put measures into place to help specially cater for disabled children and arrange facilities needed in order to live a full and healthy life. (NSPCC, 2018)







